
New Year’s Eve 2016 

 

Make a Plan 

 

 

 

 What I would like to do briefly this evening is to try to persuade you and 

encourage you to set aside time each week or each month in the coming year 

to plan. And specifically I’d like to encourage you to plan your life for prayer, 

Bible study and ministry.  

 

 We plan so many other things in life and that is good, but all too often our 

spiritual development is lacking. We drift along or worse yet we are pushed 

along. But each of us should be thinking: “What do I want to learn from God’s 

Word this week or this month? For what and for whom should I be praying? How 

can I enhance my financial giving to the church? What could I do to enhance 

my fellowship with other believers this week? Is there some act of loving service I 

can do? How can I reach out to others with God’s Word and love?” You know 

the old saying, “Failure to plan is to plan to fail.” Let’s read Proverbs 6.  

 

Go to the ant, you sluggard! 

Consider her ways and be wise, 
7 Which, having no captain, 

Overseer or ruler, 
8 Provides her supplies in the summer, 

And gathers her food in the harvest. 
9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? 

When will you rise from your sleep? 
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, 

A little folding of the hands to sleep— 
11 So shall your poverty come on you like a prowler, 

And your need like an armed man. 

(Proverbs 6:6-11) 

 

 Laziness causes us to neglect the planning and work that will provide for 

us down the road. Sometimes the problem in planning is not laziness, but simply 

a failure to think ahead.  

 

The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, 

(Proverbs 21:5a) 

 

 If you want to understand more of God’s Word, if you desire greater 

faithfulness in prayer, if you want more fellowship with other believers, then you 

need to plan for it.  



The preparations of the heart belong to man, 

But the answer of the tongue is from the LORD. 

(Proverbs 16:1) 

 

 All of u have a responsibility to plan where we want to go in life, what we 

want to learn and how we want to serve God. Along the way God may use 

your plan in a way you never thought about, but the first step to getting where 

God is calling you is to decide that you don’t want to stay where you are.  

 

 More than anything else in life we are limited by our thinking, our planning 

and our vision. If we don’t think about doing something and don’t plan for it we 

won’t do it. The people who are doing the most for God and the best for 

themselves are those who have a goal and a plan to achieve that goal. Now, 

here are some things, some goals that God desires for us.  

 
   “No one can serve two masters; for either he will  

hate the one and love the other, or else he will be 

 loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot  

serve God and mammon. 25 “Therefore I say to you,  

do not worry about your life, what you will eat or  

what you will drink; nor about your body, what you  

will put on. Is not life more than food and the body  

more than clothing?  

 
26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow  

nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly  

Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than  

they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one  

cubit to his stature? 

 
28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider  

the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither  

toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even  

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of  

these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field,  

which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,  

will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

 
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’  

or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 

 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your  

heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,  

and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore  



do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry  

about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

(Matthew 6:24-34) 

 

 Most of us worry and think and plan about material things. We are human 

beings after all and we need a place to live and food to eat and therefore we 

need a job. And these are all good and necessary things. But our Lord tells us 

that all of these things are secondary to our first seeking the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness.  

 

 Therefore we need a plan to learn God’s Word for the first time. And we 

need a plan to re-learn it and rehearse it over and over until it becomes second 

nature. We need a plan to pray. We need a plan to think about how we can 

serve. Let’s read Ephesians 5. Here we are given several life principles or goals 

that God desires to see in our lives.  

 

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And  

walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given  

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for  

a sweet-smelling aroma. 

(Ephesians 5:1, 2) 

 

 As God’s dear children we are to become more and more like our Father. 

This takes knowing what God is like. I’ve written a book titled “Our Awesome 

God.” It is all about what God is like. But we need to plan to read the book and 

to think about God’s nature and character. Then we need to take action; we 

have to act loving and kind and righteous and merciful. And as we begin to act 

on God’s Word the Spirit of God will empower us and transform us.  

 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in  

the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the  

Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),  
10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 

(Ephesians 5:8-10) 

 

 One of the things God calls me to do is to find out what is acceptable 

and pleasing to Him. That takes time and work and planning.  

 

Therefore He says: 

“Awake, you who sleep, 

Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.” 

 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools  



but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the  

days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise,  

but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

(Ephesians 5:14-17) 

 

 The days are evil. The reason why is that for the most part the world 

around us is so ungodly. How do I protect myself from that ungodliness? How do 

I live a spiritually sharp and wise life? How do I make the best use of my time and 

money for God? All of this takes thinking and planning and then taking action.  

 

 We never want to just drift along in our Christian life, because when you 

just drift you are at the mercy of the waves around you. And we certainly don’t 

want to think, “Oh, I’ve done that and been there.” We do not want to 

plateau—we should desire to grow. Here’s is what the apostle Paul said on this 

point.  

 

Not that I have already attained, or am already  

perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of  

that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  
13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended;  

but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are  

behind and reaching forward to those things which  

are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of  

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 3:12-14) 

 

 If you are going to get to the goal line you need a plan. There is an 

opposing team that does not want you to score. So plan what you will do to 

move forward and also to defend yourself against your opponent, and then act 

on it.  

 

The Christian life is only as exciting and adventurous as you desire to make 

it. And a church is only as vital as the people involved with it. So take time each 

week and ask God to open your eyes and to give you a vision for what you can 

do for Him. Set a plan on what you will learn your personal study and from the 

sermon each week. Make time to pray, prepare to give and think through how 

to serve. 

 

Setting goals is serious business. But don’t be too rigid in your plans. Don’t 

make plans that are too big for you to reach. And don’t be surprised if your 

planning eventually takes you and makes you more than you ever expected. 

Proverbs 16:8 says, “A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.” 

May God bless us all in the new year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


