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 It’s beginning to look like Christmas! The trees and decorations are going 

up and the parties are planned. And families and friends plan to visit one 

another. It is supposed to be a time of joy. But for many people it isn’t. They miss 

out on Christmas joy because the travel, the trappings and the traditions of the 

holiday push out the source of joy—Jesus Christ. 

 

 A number of years ago a well know Bible teacher was asked to be a part 

of a Christmas television program. It was to be a panel discussion on the birth of 

Christ. When the show started the moderator began by saying how beautiful the 

Christmas story is and how eagerly the world waited for the birth of the Savior. A 

number of comments were made and then the Bible teacher had his turn to 

speak.  

 

 He turned to the moderator and said that his opening statement was far 

from accurate. The world was not expecting the birth of Christ. On the contrary 

the world was busy with its own affairs, fears and lusts. There were a few people 

eagerly expecting the arrival of the Messiah or the Christ. One was a man 

named Simeon, the other a woman named Anna. We will read about them in 

the next two weeks. But the ancient world had no room for Jesus Christ, much 

like today, sadly to its own loss. Let’s begin to read the Word of God. 

 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree went  

out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be  

registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius  

was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered,  

everyone to his own city. 

 
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of  

Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is  

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and  

lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his  

betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that  

while they were there, the days were completed for  

her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn  

Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid  

Him in a manger, because there was no room for them  

in the inn. 

(Luke 2:1-7) 



 The statement “there was no room for them in the inn” forces us to think 

that there was no room for Jesus Christ anywhere. There would have been no 

room for him in Rome. Caesar Augustus certainly would not make room for a 

peasant in the palace. And we will see later that King Herod had no room for 

Christ either.  

 

 But here the Savior of the world is born and the innkeeper missed out on 

the joy of that birth. So why did he miss the miracle of the birth of Jesus Christ? 

Preoccupation. Perhaps if he had understood the meaning and purpose of the 

birth of Jesus he would have made room for Mary in the inn, even if he gave up 

his own room. You see, the innkeeper wasn’t what we might call a bad man. He 

wasn’t hostile ort antagonistic, he was simply too busy with an inn swirling with a 

activity. 

 

 There are a lot of people like this today. There is no room for Christ in their 

hearts because it is so full of other things. Passions, pleasures, personal pursuits 

and sometimes pain leave little room for the gift of God. People have plenty of 

room for business or games and all sorts of things, but little room for Christ. 

Maybe they are preoccupied and maybe they don’t really know who Jesus 

Christ is and the love and peace and joy he would bring to their lives. Perhaps if 

only someone would take the time to love them and tell them the truth… 

Another person who missed out on the joy of the birth of Christ, as I mentioned 

earlier, was Herod.  

 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in  

the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from  

the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He  

who has been born King of the Jews? For we have  

seen His star in the East and have come to worship  

Him.” 

 
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,  

and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had  

gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the  

people together, he inquired of them where the  

Christ was to be born. 5 So they said to him,  

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the  

prophet: 

 
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 

For out of you shall come a Ruler 

Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

(Matthew 2:1-6) 



 Herod missed out on the joy of the birth of the Savior, because of fear. 

Verse 3 tells us that Herod was “troubled.” “Troubled” is a weak translation from 

the Greek text. Herod was terrified! The news of the birth of one born to be king 

of the Jews put Herod in total panic. Let me tell you why. 

 

 Herod was not the rightful king of the Jews. He was not a descendant of 

king David. He wasn’t even a Jew. He was an Edomite. Herod like his father 

before him was a puppet king for Rome. And he killed hundreds of people to 

stay in power, even his wife and sons. Herod was troubled—terrified that Jesus 

would put an end to the rule of the Herod clan. No man has troubled the 

human as much as Jesus heart. His whole life is a rebuke to godlessness, 

selfishness and evil.  

 

 There are people today like Herod who fear and hate the one born to be 

king. They fear someone else being the Lord of their lives. They don’t want Jesus 

to interfere with their goals, their career, their ambitions or their life-style. They 

refuse to let go of the phony tinsel of this world for the gold of everlasting life and 

joy.  

 

 Now—I understand the innkeeper being busy. And I understand Herod’s 

fear and hatred. But for me the most startling fact about the birth of Jesus Christ 

is that the religious leaders had no room for God’s gift of a savior.  

 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled,  

and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had  

gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the  

people together, he inquired of them where the  

Christ was to be born. 5 So they said to him,  

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the  

prophet: 

 
6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; 

For out of you shall come a Ruler 

Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 

(Matthew 2:3-6) 

 

 These priests and scribes were the best in all of Israel at the time. They 

were the professionals, the great academics of the day. They knew the 

Scriptures. They could quote it to you forwards and backwards. In fact they 

knew the exact Scripture and prophecy about where Christ would be born. And 

standing before them are the Magi from Persia. These Magi or wise men were so 

important; they were such dignitaries that they had immediate and open 

access to Herod! The Magi traveled thousands of miles to greet the Christ. But 



the religious leaders never traveled the few miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 

This to me is stunning! 

 

 The birth of the Messiah, the Christ had been the great hope of Israel, of 

their history. The destiny of all of Israel was wrapped up in the coming of Christ. 

So why did these religious leaders miss out on the joy of Christ’s birth? It wasn’t 

that they were too busy. It wasn’t fear. It was indifference. They didn’t care. They 

knew the promises of God, but they didn’t need a Savior. They were self-

righteous.  

 

They had kept the Old Testament law. They hadn’t really done anything 

bad to need a Savior. In their minds they were good enough to stand before 

God. Therefore they didn’t care. By the way self-righteousness is always a matter 

of egotistical pride. You are engrossed in your own sense of goodness.  

 

I can imagine at this point that all of us may be experiencing a little surge 

of self-righteousness. We are thinking, “I’m not like the innkeeper or Herod or the 

priests. There is room for Jesus Christ in my heart.” Really? Really? How often do 

you think about Jesus Christ? How often do you thank God for the gift of His 

Son? How often do you meditate on Scripture until your heart explodes from joy 

because of who you are and what you have and what you will be for all eternity 

because of Jesus Christ? 

 

I am a minister of the good news of Jesus Christ. But I had to ask myself this 

question this week. Is Jesus Christ in the stable of my life or in the very center of 

my heart? In Revelation 3:20, speaking to Christians Jesus Christ says,  

 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears  

My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and  

dine with him, and he with Me. 

 

Here is a call, an invitation to renewed intimacy and fellowship with Jesus Christ. 

It is an invitation to allow Christ to be at the center of your heart so you can be 

truly overflowing with joy! 

 

 Now, if you are not yet a child of God, if you are not yet saved from your 

sins by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, today can be the day of your salvation. Christ 

can be born in you! The Bible declares that “now is the accepted time, behold 

now is the day of salvation.”1 The Scripture declares that,  

 

…God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

                                                           
1
 2 Corinthians 6:2 



not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did  

not send His Son into the world to condemn the world,  

but that the world through Him might be saved. 

(John 3:16, 17) 

 

 Do you have room for Jesus Christ? “I have room for Jesus Christ” 

someone says, “but I am unworthy.” Of course you are! So am I! So is the whole 

world. That is the point of the life and mission of Jesus Christ. The prophet Isaiah 

declared,  

 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 

We have turned, every one, to his own way; 

And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

(Isaiah 53:6) 

 

 Another person says, “Why should I make room for Christ in my heart. I’m 

not a bad sinner. I’m a good person.” Well, perhaps you are a good person is 

many ways. But have you never, ever sinned? Have you always loved God with 

all your heart, soul, mind and strength? I have not. That is why I need a Savior. 

Let Christ be born in your heart today. Make room for him now. Ask anyone who 

has ever placed their faith in Jesus Christ and they will say to you that they did 

not make a mistake in yielding to him. They will say that it was the best decision 

they ever made.  

 

 Is it? Is placing our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior the best 

decision we have ever made? Them we must let him have full access tour 

hearts so that there is more and more of him in our lives and less and less of the 

old us. Let’s read a prayer together in Ephesians 3.  

 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in  

heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant  

you, according to the riches of His glory, to be  

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner  

man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through  

faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  
18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what  

is the width and length and depth and height—  
19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;  

that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

(Ephesians 3:14-19) 

 

 The heart of this prayer is that Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith. 

Every believer is indwelt by Christ at the very moment of salvation. But is he at 



home there? To have Christ dwell in our hearts by faith means that he fills our 

hearts with all that he is so that our attitudes and actions, our feelings and our 

behavior, our thinking and our doing is full of the love of God. This brings true 

holiday joy because then becomes a holy day where you are full of the love of 

God. 

 

 The greatest treasure in life is to have Jesus Christ in your life and to live for 

his noble cause. In the end the one with the most toys does not win. He or she 

wins whose life has been redeemed by the grace and love of God in Jesus 

Christ. If you are thinking seriously about coming to Jesus Christ by faith, don’t be 

afraid. The Lord says to you, “Come to Me…and learn from Me, for I am 

gentle…and you will find rest for your souls.”2 If you want to know more about 

following Jesus Christ come see me, or if you are listening to this teaching on 

line, contact me.  

 

 For the rest of us let’s not lost out on the joy of the season. There is an 

advent study sheet on your chair with Scriptures you can read and think about 

and pray over from now until Christmas. May all of us this Christmas season and 

beyond take to heart the words to an old carol: 

 

O, come all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant… 

O, come let us adore him, 

O, come let us adore him,  

Christ, the Lord. 

 

 

 

                                                           
2
 Matthew 11:25, 26 


