
Psalm 23, Part 2 

 

 

 

 In our exploration of Psalm 23 we have seen that the “LORD” is our 

shepherd. Or more accurately, Yahweh, the great and awesome one true living 

God is our shepherd. And because Yahweh is our shepherd we shall not want or 

lack any good thing. Our God is trustworthy, kind and caring. He knows our 

deepest and truest needs. And He longs to meet those needs both physically 

and spiritually. His heart desires to bless His people and to beautify us with 

salvation.1 

 

 The main theme of Psalm 23 is this: God’s infinite goodness and grace is 

our best and truest hope for good in this life and in the age to come. But why is 

God good to us? One answer is love---God loves us. John 3:16 boldly declares,  

 

  For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

  begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

  not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

And Romans 5:8 states that 

 

  God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while  

  we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

 But again, we need to ask, “Why, why does God love us as deeply as he 

does?” Is there something about us that inspires God to love us? The answer 

might shock some people, but the answer is no. There is nothing about you or 

me that causes God to set His love upon us.2 You cannot do anything to cause 

God to love you, or love you more or love you less. God knows our frame, He 

knows that we are dust; He knows that we are sinners saved by His grace.3 God 

loves us and is good to us for the sake of His own name. Let’s begin to read 

Psalm 23 and follow this line of thought. 
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  The LORD is my shepherd; 

           I shall not want. 

   2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

           He leads me beside the still waters. 

   3 He restores my soul; 

           He leads me in the paths of righteousness  

           For His name’s sake.   

  (Psalm 23:1-3) 

 

 Yahweh is my shepherd. He will provide for my needs. He will refresh and 

restore my life. He will lead me in the paths of righteousness. He will teach me 

how to live a good, righteous, blessed life. But why? The last line of verse 3 gives 

us the reason: “For His name’s sake”.  

 

 God does all that He does for the fame, praise and glory of His wonderful 

name. To put it another way, God is greatly concerned about His reputation, 

because when His reputation is clearly known, when people hear about how 

faithful, tenderhearted, holy and good He is they can put their hope and trust in 

Him. In Psalm 9 we read,  

 

  The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

           A refuge in times of trouble. 

   10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; 

           For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.  

  (vv 9, 10) 

 

 Those who know God’s name, i.e. those who have heard of His character, 

reputation and fame will place their hope and trust in Him. For example, when 

you are sick or have a broken bone and you hear about the reputation or skill of 

a particular doctor, you are more likely to seek out that physician rather than 

one you don’t know. It is the same with God. He acts righteously and graciously 

for the sake of His name.  

 

 But before we dig deeper into what it means for God to bless us for the 

sake of His name we need to understand something else. In the imagery of 

Psalm 23 God is our shepherd and we are His flock. God will lead us, provide for 

us and protect us, as the shepherd He will meet our deepest and truest needs, 

but we must seek Him and follow and not wander away. Let’s read the above 

verses again. 

 

   

  The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, 

           A refuge in times of trouble. 



   10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; 

           For You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You.  

  (Psalm 9: 9, 10) [my emphasis in bold] 

 

The same truth is repeated in Psalm 34. 

 

  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; 

           Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

   9 Oh, fear the LORD, you His saints! 

           There is no want to those who fear Him. 

   10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger; 

           But those who seek the LORD shall not lack any good thing. 

  (vv 8-10) [my emphasis] 

 

 To see that the LORD is good, to be blessed by Him and to not lack any 

good thing; we must keep our eyes on the shepherd. And we find the shepherd 

and we learn about His love and care in the Bible, the Word of God. When my 

life needs to be restored, when my heart is in despair and needs joy, when I 

need guidance and wisdom, I need to read and study the Bible.4 The prophet 

Jeremiah wrote,  

 

  Your words were found, and I ate them,  

        And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart 

  (Jeremiah 15:16a) 

 

 As I mentioned in Psalm 23, Part 1, God is a fountain of living water.5 He 

wants us to drink freely of all that he is so that we are refreshed. But some people 

foolishly exchange the fountain for a broken cistern that can hold no water. And 

I asked the question, “Why would someone work so hard to fill a broken cistern 

with water?” A woman in our church provided a great answer.6 She said that 

people labor to fill a broken cistern because they need water, but they have 

moved far away from the fountain.  

 

 So many people have moved away from God. And so they labor hard at 

life. They labor hard at religion to please God; they labor hard to find love, care 

and provision. They labor to find meaning and purpose in life. When all they 

need to do is drink from the fountain of living water who is God. 
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 Now, let’s dig deeper into the reason why God desires to be our fountain 

of living water, why he desires to be our shepherd and guide us, provide for us 

and refresh our lives. 

 

  The LORD is my shepherd; 

           I shall not want. 

   2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

           He leads me beside the still waters. 

   3 He restores my soul; 

           He leads me in the paths of righteousness  

           For His name’s sake. 

  (Psalm 23:1-3) 

 

 God does all that He does “For His name’s sake.” And it is not really selfish 

for God to act for this reason, because the glory of God is for the good of His 

people. God is at work to display His glory for the benefit of those He loves. The 

great ground or foundation of our hope for good in this life and in the age to 

come, is that God will never do anything to let His name, His fame, His reputation 

be dishonored.7 God has linked His glory and your good together. And therefore 

we can have confidence in prayer, because God will never dishonor His name. 

God will forgive our sins for the glory of His name. 

 

  For Your name’s sake, O LORD, 

           Pardon my iniquity, for it is great. 

  (Psalm 25:11) 

 

And we can trust Him to deliver us and guide us for His name’s sake. 

 

  In You, O LORD, I put my trust; 

           Let me never be ashamed;  

           Deliver me in Your righteousness. 

   2 Bow down Your ear to me, 

           Deliver me speedily;  

           Be my rock of refuge,  

           A fortress of defense to save me.  

           3 For You are my rock and my fortress; 

           Therefore, for Your name’s sake,  

           Lead me and guide me. 

  (Psalm 31:1-3) 

 

 In fact, God’s greatest gift to us, the Lord Jesus Christ, was to further the 

honor of His name. In the gospel of John, Jesus Christ said that he came to 

                                                           
7
 Ezekiel 28:8-10 



minister and serve “in My Father’s name.”8 All the great works and miracles he 

did were “in My Father’s name.”9 And at the end of his life, before his crucifixion, 

Christ prayed and said, 

 

  Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father,  

  save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to  

  this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” 

  (John 12:27, 28) 

 

 Let me illustrate from 1 Samuel what I mean about God honoring His 

name with a story about human sin and God’s mercy. Let’s read the key verse 

first and then we will get the whole picture. Here is the key verse. 

 

  For the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great  

  name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make  

  you His people. 

  (1 Samuel 12:22) 

 

 Here we can see that God’s mercy, the fact that He will not cast away His 

people, is bolted to the honor of His fame; “for His great name’s sake.” Now to 

grasp the full force of this truth, let’s look at the whole story.  

 

 The time of the Old Testament judges (Gideon, Deborah, Samson) is over. 

The prophet Samuel is now on the scene. But he is old and his sons do not serve 

God. So the people decide that they can’t trust God to give them a new 

prophet. And so they demand a king to rule over them like the other nations 

have. 

 

  Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he  

  made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his  

  firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah;  

  they were judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not  

  walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain,  

  took bribes, and perverted justice. 

  4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and  

  came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to him, “Look,  

  you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways.  

  Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 

  (1 Samuel 8:1-5) 
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 Samuel’s sons were ungodly men. And the people of Israel were 

concerned about their future. But instead of trusting God and saying let’s pray 

for a godly leader to rise up, they want to be like the other nations and have a 

king. The prophet Samuel was not happy about the idea.  

 

  But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,  

  “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the  

  LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed the voice  

  of the people in all that they say to you; for they have  

  not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I  

  should not reign over them. 8 According to all the works  

  which they have done since the day that I brought them  

  up out of Egypt, even to this day—with which they have  

  forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing  

  to you also. 9 Now therefore, heed their voice. However,  

  you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the  

  behavior of the king who will reign over them.” 

  (1 Samuel 8:6-9) 

 

 Samuel does what God commands and he tells the people how a king 

will tax them, take their sons and daughters and their fields and goods. But the 

people still want a king like their neighbors.  

 

  Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of  

  Samuel; and they said, “No, but we will have a king  

  over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations,  

  and that our king may judge us and go out before us  

  and fight our battles.” 

  (1 Samuel 8:19, 20) 

 

 I understand the concern for a leader to defend the people. But we 

shouldn’t want to follow what the ungodly do. We should strive to trust God. If 

God can’t protect you then no one can! 

 

 Now, in chapter 10 Samuel chooses Saul as king. In chapter 11 Saul 

defeats Israel’s enemies. Then Samuel calls all the people together at Gilgal to 

publically inaugurate Saul as king. And Samuel gives a speech but its not a pep 

rally for Saul. There is bad news and good news. The bad news was that it was 

evil and idolatrous to reject God’s rulership for a sinful, human king.  

 

  Now therefore, stand and see this great thing which  

  the LORD will do before your eyes: 17 Is today not the  

  wheat harvest? I will call to the LORD, and He will send  

  thunder and rain, that you may perceive and see that  



  your wickedness is great, which you have done in the  

  sight of the LORD, in asking a king for yourselves.  

  18 So Samuel called to the LORD, and the LORD sent  

  thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly  

  feared the LORD and Samuel.  

  19 And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your  

  servants to the LORD your God, that we may not die;  

  for we have added to all our sins the evil of asking a  

  king for ourselves.” 

  (1 Samuel 12:16-19) 

 

 After the people heard the bad news they repented and Samuel brought 

them good news. 

 

  Then Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have  

  done all this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from  

  following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart.  

  21 And do not turn aside; for then you would go after empty  

  things which cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing.  

  22 For the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great  

  name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make  

  you His people. 

  (1 Samuel 12:20-22) 

 

 Verse 21 is a sobering thought. Without God at the center of our lives we 

are often deceived to go after empty things that will never bring us the 

satisfaction we desire.  

 

 Now, here is the heart of the matter. What Samuel said was this, even 

though the people sinned against God, even though there was no undoing that 

sin or its consequences, they still had a future and a hope as God’s people. 

Why? The answer is in verse 22. 

 

  For the LORD will not forsake His people, for His great  

  name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make  

  you His people. 

 

 The reason for God’s commitment to His people, even when we fail Him, is 

His deep commitment to the honor of His name. Let’s return to Psalm 23. 

 

  The LORD is my shepherd; 

           I shall not want. 

   2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

           He leads me beside the still waters. 



   3 He restores my soul; 

           He leads me in the paths of righteousness  

           For His name’s sake. 

  (Psalm 23:1-3) 

 

 It is God’s pleasure to be your shepherd and to join you to Himself in such 

a way that His name is at stake in your life. God will never cast you away for His 

name’s sake, the sake of His reputation.10 He will provide for your needs and 

refresh your soul and lead you in the paths of righteousness for the glory of His 

name and for your good.  

 

 God’s passion to love us and to save us and to bring us good is not bolted 

to the sand of our lives, but to the bedrock of His character. We can draw 

comfort and confidence in this truth.  God loves to display His glory for the good 

of His people and for the glory of His fame, so that more and more people trust 

and hope in Him. Let’s share this good news. 
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