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 This morning we gather together to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. For many years the resurrection of Jesus Christ has been the central 

certainty of my life. But for many people life is full of questions and doubts and 

worries and uncertainties.  

 

 Our world is filled with loneliness, despair and depression. We are told that 

there are no final answers. There are no ultimate certainties. And this is borne out 

in the desperate lives of so many people. As a pastor, as a Christian, as a 

brother in Christ, I do not want you to live in that negativity.  

 

 So to begin this morning I want us to read together a passage of Scripture 

written by the apostle Paul to a young man named Timothy. The apostle was an 

old man enduring his second imprisonment. But this time he is not under house 

arrest, he is chained in a dungeon. Timothy is the pastor of a church in the 

pagan city of Ephesus. The city was secular, worldly as the world is today. 

Timothy would need to be spiritually strong and resolute and hopeful in his work. 

So Paul wrote to encourage his young friend.  

 

You therefore, my son, be strong  

in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  
2 And the things that you have  

heard from me among many  

witnesses, commit these to faithful  

men who will be able to teach  

others also.  

 
3 You therefore must endure  

hardship as a good soldier of  

Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged  

in warfare entangles himself  

with the affairs of this life, that  

he may please him who  

enlisted him as a soldier.  

 
5 And also if anyone competes  

in athletics, he is not crowned  



unless he competes according  

to the rules. 6 The hardworking  

farmer must be first to partake  

of the crops. 7 Consider what I  

say, and may the Lord give you  

understanding in all things. 
8 Remember that Jesus Christ,  

of the seed of David, was raised  

from the dead according to my  

gospel, 

(2 Timothy 2:1-8) 

 

 For Timothy to stand strong, to have faith and peace and joy, he would 

need the dedication of a good soldier, the discipline of an athlete and the 

diligence of a farmer. But above all else he would need to remember, to 

summon to his mind and heart the great truth that Jesus Christ, of the seed of 

David, was raised up from the dead. 

 

 That Christ has been raised up from the dead is not just the greatest fact 

of history—it is the greatest present reality. Jesus Christ is with me this morning 

and he is with you too. All that he is now as the glorified Son of God is available 

to you and to me at any moment for any need. In fact, as a Christian through 

the gift of the holy Spirit Christ is in you! And greater is he who is in you than he 

who is in the world.1 The Lamb of God who was slain is now the mighty Lord over 

all.  

 

 No title for Jesus is dearer to the heart in devotional thought than the term 

the Lamb of God. When John the Baptist pointed out Jesus to the people, 

building on the Old Testament sacrifices and prophecies he said, “Behold! The 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”2 In his first letter the apostle 

peter wrote,  

 

knowing that you were not redeemed  

with corruptible things, like silver or gold,  

from your aimless conduct received by  

tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the  

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb  

without blemish and without spot. 

(1 Peter 1:18, 19) 

 

                                                           
1 1 John 4:4 
2 John 1:29 



 In the rest of the New Testament the term, Lamb of God, is rare. But when 

we get to the Book of Revelation Jesus Christ is called the Lamb numerous times. 

And in calling our Lord the Lamb we are reminded of his sacrifice on our behalf, 

but now there is something different—the Lamb is powerful. 

 

 Let’s begin in revelation chapter five. The context here is the opening of 

the scroll with seven seals that reveals the events of the last seven years of this 

age, before the coming of Christ’s kingdom. And no one is found who is able to 

open the scroll except Jesus Christ. 

 

And I saw in the right hand of  

Him who sat on the throne a  

scroll written inside and on the  

back, sealed with seven seals.  
2 Then I saw a strong angel  

proclaiming with a loud voice,  

“Who is worthy to open the scroll  

and to loose its seals?” 3 And no  

one in heaven or on the earth or  

under the earth was able to open  

the scroll, or to look at it. 

 
4 So I wept much, because no one  

was found worthy to open and read  

the scroll, or to look at it. 5 But one of  

the elders said to me, “Do not weep.  

Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,  

the Root of David, has prevailed to  

open the scroll and to loose its seven  

seals.” 

(Revelation 5:1-5) 

 

 The apostle John was weeping, because there was no one worthy to 

complete earth’s history and bring it to its divine climax. But one of the angelic 

elders points John to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the promised King, the root of 

David. He is the great Lion of Judah, prophesied by Jacob. And we expect to 

turn with John and look upon a lion roaring with power and shaking its great 

mane. But what we see is a lamb.  

 

And I looked, and behold, in the  

midst of the throne and of the four  

living creatures, and in the midst  

of the elders, stood a Lamb as  

though it had been slain, having  



seven horns and seven eyes, which  

are the seven Spirits of God sent out  

into all the earth. 

(Revelation 5:6) 

 

 Jesus Christ is described as a lamb that still retains the marks of his 

sacrifice. But he is also described with seven horns and seven eyes. In the Bible 

the horn is always a symbol of power. And eyes are symbolic of knowledge and 

wisdom. The number seven in the Bible stands for complete fullness. And so the 

Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ, now has all power and authority. He knows all 

having great intelligence, insight and wisdom. Jesus Christ is the one conquering 

power that no one can overcome and from whose all seeing eyes no one can 

escape.  

 

 I am reminded of what Jesus told his disciples after his resurrection. He 

said, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”3 The Lamb is 

now Lord over all of God’s creation. He knows all that is happening in our world 

and is directing it to its final conclusion. he knows what is happening in your life 

too. And he has all authority and power to bring you good.  

 

 When Colossians 1:27 tells us that we have Christ in us our hope of glory, it 

is this glorified Christ who is in you. When we are told in Philippians 4:13 that we 

can do all things through Christ, it is this living, majestic Christ who gives us 

strength.  

 

Then He came and took the scroll  

out of the right hand of Him who  

sat on the throne. 8 Now when He  

had taken the scroll, the four living  

creatures and the twenty-four elders  

fell down before the Lamb, each  

having a harp, and golden bowls  

full of incense, which are the prayers  

of the saints. 9 And they sang a new  

song, saying: 

 

“You are worthy to take the scroll, 

And to open its seals; 

For You were slain, 

And have redeemed [saints] to God by Your blood 

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 

                                                           
3 Matthew 28:18 



10 And have made [them a kingdom] and priests to our God; 

And [they] shall reign on the earth.”4 

 

 It is this glorified, all powerful man, the Lord Jesus Christ who is our 

guarantee that we too will one day live forever and reign on the earth. Earth 

was created to be a paradise. But sin has corrupted both us and nature. But one 

day the Lord Jesus Christ will restore the earth and we shall be glorified like him.5 

 

 In Revelation 6 when the sixth seal is opened on the scroll concerning the 

last days, we see the pouring out of judgment upon the wicked and ungodly in 

our world. And there is a strange, paradoxical phrase used to speak of Christ.  

 

I looked when He opened the sixth  

seal, and behold, there was a great  

earthquake; and the sun became  

black as sackcloth of hair, and the  

moon became like blood. 13 And  

the stars of heaven fell to the earth,  

as a fig tree drops its late figs when  

it is shaken by a mighty wind.  

 
14 Then the sky receded as a scroll  

when it is rolled up, and every  

mountain and island was moved  

out of its place. 15 And the kings of  

the earth, the great men, the rich  

men, the commanders, the mighty  

men, every slave and every free  

man, hid themselves in the caves  

and in the rocks of the mountains,  
16 and said to the mountains and  

rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from  

the face of Him who sits on the  

throne and from the wrath of the  

Lamb! 17 For the great day of His  

wrath has come, and who is able  

to stand?” 

(Revelation 6:12-17) 

 

                                                           
4 The angelic elders and the living creatures are not singing about themselves but about redeemed humanity. The 
words in brackets are correct from the better Greek manuscripts. See the New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible. 
5 Colossians 3:1-4 



 What an interesting phrase we have in verse 16, “the wrath of the Lamb.” 

Before Jesus was crucified he was beaten and whipped almost to the point of 

death. When Isaiah prophesied of this event he wrote,  

 

He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

Yet He opened not His mouth; 

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, 

And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

So He opened not His mouth. 

(Isaiah 53:7) 

 

 Jesus Christ could have called for seventy-two thousand angels to rescue 

him from the Roman soldiers and the cross, but he didn’t. But there is a day 

coming in the future when our ever living and all powerful, resurrected Lord will 

unleash divine wrath on the world like a torrent of nuclear bombs. And in his war 

against all evil and ungodliness Christ will gain the victory. 

 

 There is a day of great reckoning coming to the world. And Scripture asks, 

“who is able to stand?” The answer is you are able, we are able to stand, 

because of our victory in Christ.  

 

The ten horns which you saw are ten  

kings who have received no kingdom  

as yet, but they receive authority for  

one hour as kings with the beast.  
13 These are of one mind, and they will  

give their power and authority to the  

beast. 14 These will make war with the  

Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome  

them, for He is Lord of lords and King  

of kings; and those who are with Him  

are called, chosen, and faithful.” 

(Revelation 17:12-14) 

 

 The nations represented here making war against Christ is the eighth and 

final empire of fallen man recorded in the Bible. This is the Antichrist’s empire, 

which I believe will be a revived Islamic empire.6 Here is a reference to the Battle 

of Armageddon. The Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ will overcome them and 

defeat them. 

 

 And notice that the people of God who are with Christ are called 

“chosen and faithful.” The next time you think about yourself remind yourself that 

                                                           
6 See “The Islamic Antichrist” by Joel Richardson. 



the Word of God calls you chosen and faithful. Ephesians 1 declares that God 

chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world. And Colossians 1 calls us 

faithful. And the strength of our faithfulness is the Spirit of the Lamb in us. Finally, 

we come to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 

And I heard, as it were, the voice of  

a great multitude, as the sound of  

many waters and as the sound  

of mighty thunderings, saying,  

 

“Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!  
7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory,  

for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and  

His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her  

it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean  

and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts  

of the saints. 

(Revelation 19:6-8) 

 

 Here is pictured the party of the ages! It is the wedding celebration of 

those united to Christ forever. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 we are told that we are 

betrothed to Christ. And in 2 Corinthians 1:22 we learn that the Spirit of God in 

our hearts acts as a guarantee that we belong to God and to Christ. The Greek 

word translated “guarantee” is arrabon it is a word that was used for an 

engagement ring. 

 

 This is the picture that we are to hold of our exalted and glorified Lord. The 

Lamb of God was sacrificed for us. But he has been raised up from the dead. He 

is full of power and strength and avenging might and majesty. The glory of God 

is his and we are joint-heirs with Christ.7 

 

 When the apostle Paul told Timothy, remember “Jesus Christ of the seed of 

David, was raised from the dead” it did not merely mean that Timothy or we 

should recall some historical fact. The point was and is that Jesus Christ is 

available to us any where and at any time. 

 

 In times of trouble—Jesus Christ is here.  When we need to be full of faith—

Christ is here. When we need to forgive and to be merciful—Christ is here. When 

we need to overcome sin or share the love of God—Christ is here. Indeed, Christ 

is in you!8 He is a well of living water springing up to everlasting life. Happy 

Resurrection Sunday! 

                                                           
7 Romans 8:16, 17 
8 Colossians 1:27 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


