
Revelation 1:9-20 

 

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus 

 

 

 

 The most important thing about any of us is the concept of God and of 

the Lord Jesus Christ that we carry in our hearts. If Isaiah chapter 40 gives us a 

powerful description of our awesome God, then the book of Revelation gives us 

a powerful description of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 Fifty years before John wrote Revelation, Jesus asked the disciples, “Who 

do men say that I, the Son of Man am?”1 That question still stands before each 

of us today, Christian and non-Christian alike. Do we answer according to the 

Jesus who fits our ideal or do we allow Scripture to declare who he is? 

 

 In our passage of Scripture before us we will see a glorious and 

overwhelming description of our Lord. Here is Jesus full of glory, honor and 

power. Here is Jesus, our hope of glory, who deserves out affection and our 

allegiance. 

 

 If you’ll remember, John has been exiled to the penal, mining colony on 

the Island of Patmos. There is persecution against Christians. John has been 

given a revelation to give to seven churches he served in Turkey. They were real; 

churches, but they also represent every church. Some of these churches were 

being wrongly influenced by the “good life” and bad theology. Some were 

beginning to wonder if Christ would really return. Some churches are being lazy 

while others are being persecuted.  

 

 So, what does John do for his flock? How does he correct them? How 

does he encourage them? What do Christians 2,000 years down the road need 

to reinvigorate their faith? We need a vision of Jesus Christ. As the old song says, 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus.”2 This is what John gives us in the Word of God. 

 

I, John, both your brother and companion in the  

tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,  

was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of  

God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

(Revelation 1:9) 
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 For the third time John identifies himself. But he doesn’t use his official title 

of apostle. Instead he calls himself, “your brother and companion in the 

tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ.” John was no ivory tower 

academic. He had felt the pain of persecution just as his people had.  

 

 People will rarely take advice from someone who preaches faithful 

endurance who never was in battle. We often wonder why we go through trials 

and troubles. We think why me; why now? But there can be godly reasons. 

Sometimes, according to Peter, we experience troubles to test the genuineness 

of our faith.3 At other times we feel the pains of life so we can comfort and 

encourage others. This is what Paul told the Corinthians. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who  

comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able  

to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort  

with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as  

the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation  

also abounds through Christ. 

(2 Corinthians 1:3-5) 

 

Having gone through the trial by the goodness of God you can help 

others. Let’s return to Revelation. 

 

I, John, both your brother and companion in the  

tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,  

was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of  

God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

(Revelation 1:9) 

 

 We can learn a lot by understanding the three words John ties together 

here: tribulation, kingdom and patience. The Greek word for “tribulation” is 

thlipsis. It denotes the troubles and trials of life that can often feel like a great 

boulder on your chest. The word “patience” is hupomone. And it does not refer 

to passive patience where you grin and bear it. It pictures an attitude of 

enduring, heroic, perseverance and courage.  

 

 The seven churches that John wrote to were loathed by society. Christians 

were considered unpatriotic, because they would not call Caesar God. They 

were laughed at and scorned and fined. They suffered the loss of property and 

at times their own lives. John wrote “I know what you are going through. But the 

kingdom of God is coming. Hang in there. Be faithful, love God and be firm.” 
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 Let’s be honest. There is only one way to get to the kingdom—through 

tribulation. Am I kidding? No. In Acts 14:23 the apostle Paul said, “We must 

through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” Notice the word “must.” 

Does this mean that there are no blessings in life? No. There are hundreds of 

blessings. 

 

 But the world at large is opposed to God. Satan, the prince of darkness 

manipulates the course of this world to make life deceptive, confusing and 

dangerous.4 Do you think he’s interested in giving you a free ride? In 1 Peter 5:8 

we are told that the devil is a roaring lion seeking someone to devour. In 2 

Timothy 3:12 we are informed that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 

suffer persecution.” Jesus said in John 15:18 “If the world hates you, you know 

that it hated Me before it hated you.” 

 

 Now, does this mean you are not a good Christian of bad things don’t 

happen to you? No. But don’t be tricked into thinking that God is not good 

when the fettucine hits the fan! And the key to being strong and faithful and 

hopeful during troubles is not in you, but in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is our 

powerful Lord and High Priest. He was tempted in all the ways we are, but he 

never gave in to sin. And now he is able to strengthen and comfort all who 

come to him for grace to help in time of need.5 Philippians 4:13 declares, “I can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

 
 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind  

me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, 11 saying, “I am the  

Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and,  

“What you see, write in a book and send it to the seven  

churches which are in Asia: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to  

Pergamos, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to  

Laodicea.” 

  (Revelation 1:10, 11) 

  

There is a controversy over the phrase “the Lord’s Day” in verse 10. Some 

people think it refers to the “Day of the LORD.” That term “the Day of the LORD” 

refers to the time of God’s wrath against unrighteousness. John is not referring to 

that day. The phrase “the Lord’s Day” appears in early Christian writing and 

refers to Sunday, the first day of the week; the day of Christ’s resurrection.  

 

John was “in the Spirit” on that day. In other words he was spiritually taken 

beyond what we would call space and time into the sphere of the eternal. And 

he heard a loud voice that sounded like a trumpet. Throughout Revelation a 
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loud sound or voice indicates the seriousness of what is about to be revealed. 

The voice is that of the Lord Jesus Christ. And the better Greek manuscripts omit 

Christ saying “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” John 

heard “What you see write in a book and send it to the seven churches.” 

 

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.  

And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 

(Revelation 1:12) 

 

The seven golden lampstands will be revealed as the seven churches.  

 

Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me.  

And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands,  
13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like  

the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the  

feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 

(Revelation 1:12, 13) 

 

 The term “Son of Man” was a title that Jesus used for himself more than 

any other. It is a Messianic term that has its roots in Daniel 7:13. There in 

prophecy the Son of Man is brought before God, the Ancient of Days. And the 

Son of Man is given power and a kingdom over the whole world. 

 

 The clothing that Jesus is wearing here in Revelation is very significant. He 

is clothed with a long white robe and a golden band around his chest. The 

Greek word for the garment is poderes and it is used in the Old Testament for 

the attire of the High Priest. Jesus Christ is the great High Priest of God’s people. 

And through him we always have access to grace and mercy for all of our 

needs. 

 

 The same Greek word for the clothing Jesus wears was used for the robe 

of the kings of Israel.6 No longer is Jesus Christ stripped of his clothes and nailed 

to a cross. Jesus is the true High Priest and King of kings! But there is even more 

symbolic meaning in the description of what Christ is wearing.  

 

 In Daniel 10:5 the prophet sees a magnificent angel who brings him a 

message from God. And the word poderes is used for the angels garment with a 

golden band. Therefore we are given a threefold declaration that Jesus Christ is 

our High Priest, the King of kings and the supreme messenger of God. To put it 

succinctly Jesus Christ is the ultimate prophet, priest and king. He brings us the 

truth of God in both word and deed. He enables us to enter the presence of 
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God. And he is the One to whom God has given the kingdom and power and 

glory. 

 

His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow,  

and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine  

brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound  

of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out  

of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His  

countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. 

(Revelation 1:14-16) 

 

 One of the things we need to notice as we think about the symbolic 

description of Christ, is that some of the images are applied to God in the Old 

Testament. Now they are descriptive of Christ. This does not make Jesus God. But 

it does give him attributes that belong to God. Remember Colossians 2:9 says 

that “in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” 

 

 In verse 14 Christ’s head and hair are while like wool. In Daniel 7:9 this 

describes the Ancient of Days, which is God. White hair denotes wisdom and 

perfect holiness and purity. Therefore Jesus is as wise and as holy as his Father, 

God. His eyes are like a flame of fire. This speaks of penetrating insight, 

omniscience and the ability to judge rightly.  

 

 In verse 15 the Lord’s feet are like fine brass. In Daniel 10:6 and Ezekiel 1:7 

an angel’s feet were like this. This points to power and strength and glory. Also 

brass was the material of the altar in the Old Testament where blood flowed 

from sacrifices to meet the demands of God’s judgment on sin. One day Christ 

will judge the whole world.7 

 

Also in verse 15 we are told that his voice sounded like roaring water. In 

Ezekiel 43:2 God’s voice is like this and it shows authority and great power. You 

know 12 million cubic feet of water per minute flows over Niagara Falls. As the 

water crashes on the rocks below it is the only sound that is heard and the only 

sound that matters.  

 

In verse 16 the seven stars, we will learn in chapter 2 are the angels of the 

churches. And the sharp two-edged sword represents God’s Word that Jesus 

Christ speaks. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 says Christ shall slay the wicked by the breath 

of his mouth; that is by the Word of God. Furthermore his countenance is like the 

sun.  
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In the Old Testament book of Judges, one of Israel’s judges, Deborah, 

sings a song of praise to God. The last stanza reads,  

 

“Thus let all Your enemies perish, O LORD! 

But let those who love Him be like the sun 

When it comes out in full strength.” 

 (Judges 5:31) 

 

If this should one day be true for us who love God, how much truer should it be 

for the Lord Jesus Christ? Also when Jesus was transfigured in glory before Peter, 

James and John, his face shone like the sun.8 

 

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. 

(Revelation 1:17a) 

 

 I remember in Luke 5:1-11 during a fishing trip Peter had caught nothing. 

But Jesus asked him to let down the nets again. Peter did and there was a huge 

catch. Pewter fell to his knees before Jesus and said “Depart from me, for I am a 

sinful man, O Lord!” How could we not fall with our faces to the ground before 

the glory and holiness of the risen Christ? But, now watch the love and 

tenderness of our Lord. 

 

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He  

laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be  

afraid; I am the First and the Last. 

(Revelation 1:17) 

 

 “Do not be afraid.” In the four gospels Jesus said this sixteen times. 

Perhaps the most significant time was after the transfiguration. Peter James and 

John heard the voice of God and fell terrified with their faces to the ground. 

And then Jesus came and touched them and said “arise and do not be afraid.” 

Scripture then says “When they lifted up their eyes they saw no one but Jesus 

only.”9 John may have thought of that moment here. And there is a lesson for all 

of us here. Life is full of things of which to be afraid. But it is when we turn our 

eyes upon Jesus that the things of this world “grow strangely dim in the light of 

his glory and grace.” 

 

 Then Jesus said to John “I am the First and the Last.” In Isaiah God applies 

this ascription to Himself.10 How are we to understand Christ describing himself as 

“the First and the Last?” It is used three times in Revelation for Jesus Christ. 
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 There is a key to understand how this title is to applied to Jesus from Isaiah 

41. There Israel is being assured of God’s help. And in verse 4 God says that He 

brought forth the generations of people into existence. In much the same way it 

will be Jesus Christ who will call forth the generations of people from their graves 

to everlasting life. God gave Jesus the authority to raise the dead. In John 5 

Jesus said,  

 

Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and  

now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son  

of God; and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father  

has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life  

in Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute  

judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 

(John 5:25-27) 

 

 This is the meaning of “I am the First and the Last.” It does not mean that 

Jesus is God, only that God has given Jesus authority over life and death. And 

this is confirmed by the next statement Jesus makes in verse 18. 

 

I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am  

alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades  

and of Death. 

(Revelation 1:18) 

 

 Death has its gate but Christ has the keys to unlock it forever. It is because 

Jesus is alive forever more that we too will receive life more abundantly. Do not 

be afraid.  

 

Write the things which you have seen, and the things  

which are, and the things which will take place after this. 

(Revelation 1:19) 

 

 Here is John’s commission to write Revelation. And here is the key to the 

outline of this book. The things John has “seen” refer to the vision of the glorified 

Jesus. The things which “are,” point to the letters to the seven churches that will 

now come before us. And the “things which will take place after this” describe 

the revelation of future events in the great tribulation and the Day of the Lord. 

 

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My  

right hand, and the seven golden lampstands:  

The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,  

and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven  

churches. 

(Revelation 1:20) 



 The “mystery” describes hidden truths now revealed. The seven stars are 

the angels of the churches. And the seven lampstands are the churches. In 

Matthew 5:14 and Philippians 2:15 we believers are called to be a light to the 

world. Our light is given in trust that we will be faithful. May we ever be. 

 

 The whole point of this passage is to help us fix our eyes upon Jesus Christ. 

Our lives will never be lived with faith, hope and love without Jesus Christ as the 

focal point of our lives. He is who we believe in to bring us to God. He is our High 

Priest and King. He is the one who gives us strength as we minister and serve and 

work, raise our families and face the trials and troubles of life. He is our source of 

courage, peace, wisdom and hope. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


