
Revelation 1:4-8 

 

Behold, He is Coming 

 

 

 

 Last Sunday in our introduction to Revelation we learned that it is an 

unveiling, an uncovering of information. The information was given by God to 

Jesus Christ who gave it to the apostle John, who faithfully reveals it to us. This 

letter will reveal the greatness of God and of Jesus Christ. It will reveal the 

weaknesses and strengths of the Christian church. It will reveal the trials and 

tribulations that God’s people have gone through and will go through. And it will 

reveal the conquest of evil and the return of paradise to the earth.  

 

 It is a remarkable fact that we have a God who delights in revealing 

Himself and the truth to us. He refuses to leave us in the dark. And He refuses to 

leave His creation in the grip of sin. Therefore, He sent His Word and He sent His 

Son to save us, to heal us and to deliver us from destruction.1 

 

 Last Sunday we looked at the introduction to revelation. Today we will 

read the prelude and greeting. Like most New Testament letters there is the 

greeting. First the sender identifies himself and then the recipients are named 

and this is followed by some form of greeting. That is exactly what we have here.  

 
   John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

(Revelation 1:4a) 

 

 The one who sent the letter of Revelation is the apostle John. He was 

probably about 80 years old. And the letter was sent initially to seven churches 

in Asia or what is now modern day Turkey. These churches will be mentioned by 

name in verse 11 which we will read next week. There were more than seven 

churches in the area. But the number seven in the Bible is the number of 

completeness or fullness. The number seven will come up many times in 

Revelation. And it is interesting when you realize that the apostle paul wrote to 

seven churches too. 

 

 So, here in Revelation seven churches are divinely selected that have 

seven different sets of conditions that can be seen in any and all churches. 

These churches were real, but are also representative of ever Christian church 

that has existed or will exist—including our own. All of us love God and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we are all human and prone to son. And as one of the great 

themes of this letter is God’s judgment on a sinful world, judgment will begin at 
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home in the family of God as Jesus Christ judges the churches in chapter 2.  The 

apostle Peter wrote,  

 

For the time has come for judgment to begin at the  

house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will  

be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of  

God? 

(1 Peter 4:17) 

 

There are some people who think that God never judges Christians; that 

all our sins have been judged by Christ’s death. This is true in terms of salvation—

there is no longer any condemnation.2 But we are judged for our works and we 

can lose our rewards.3 In the book of Hebrews 12:5, 6 we are told, 

 

My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, 

Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 
6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, 

And scourges every son whom He receives. 

 

But before the judgment on the church, we are comforted with a 

powerful blessing of grace and peace. 

 
   John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace  

(Revelation 1:4a,b) 

 

 This is a beautiful blessing: “Grace to you and peace.” Grace is 

undeserved love, mercy, tenderness and blessing. We receive these wonderful 

things only because of the goodness in the giver’s heart. And peace is the result: 

peace with God, the peace of God in your heart and peace between 

believers.  

 

Almost every New Testament letter begins this way. They state “Grace 

and peace” to you as you begin to read God’s Word. And they end with 

“grace be with you” as you finish reading the letter and move on out into life. 

Grace and peace surrounds your life. Revelation does the same thing. We have 

“grace to you and peace” here at the beginning and we have “grace be with 

you” at the end.” 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

(Revelation 22:21) 
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 Most people desire peace. We want peace in our homes, peace at work, 

peace in our world, peace in our hearts. The Bible teaches that peace, a quiet 

assurance that all is well, flows from a joyful heart that has faith in God and 

Christ. You must come to God through faith in Christ to have grace and peace. 

And if you are a believer then every day you are greeted by “grace and peace 

to you.” And grace and peace will cover you and go with you through the 

whole day.  Let’s continue, 

 

John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who  

was and who is to come, 

(Revelation 1:4a, b, c) 

 

 Grace and peace are from God, the One “who is and who was and who 

is to come.” This phrase is used nowhere else in the New Testament. But instantly 

it brings to mine God’s personal name, which is Yahweh. Yahweh means “I was, 

I am, I will be.” Our God is eternal. He is the only One who has always existed 

and who always will. He is always holy, always just and always good. The apostle 

James declared,  

 

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,  

and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom  

there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

(James 1:16, 17) 

 

Again, from Revelation, we continue with the greeting. 

 

John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who  

was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits  

who are before His throne, 

(Revelation 1:a, b, c, d) 

 

 The blessing of grace and peace come not only from God, but from 

seven spirits that are before His throne. Now Christians who believe that God is a 

Trinity of persons believe this to be the Holy Spirit. But in all of the New Testament 

the Holy Spirit is omitted from every other greeting. If God were truly a Trinity of 

beings, then to ignore or to leave one person out of a greeting would be rude! 

But God is not a Trinity of beings. There is only one being who is God and this is 

Yahweh. The Holy Spirit is the active power of God.  

 



 Secondly, these seven spirits are positioned “before” the throne of God, 

showing that they are subservient to God. So who are these spirits? There are a 

number of Bible scholars who say these spirits are a specially privileged class of 

angels who are the personal servants of God and of Jesus Christ. This makes 

sense, because we read of seven angels who are before the throne of God in 

chapter 8. 

 

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in  

heaven for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven  

angels who stand before God, and to them were given  

seven trumpets.  

(Revelation 8:1, 2) 

 

 The spirits and the angels are the same beings. In Psalm 104:4 we are told 

that God “makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire.” Also in Ephesians 

1:20, 21 and Colossians 2:15 we read of angelic being, both good and bad, who 

make up principalities and powers. In fact in 1 Timothy 5:21 when the apostle 

Paul gives a ministerial charge to Timothy he wrote, “I charge you before God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect [or specially chosen] angels that you 

observe these things without prejudice.” 

 

 So these seven spirits, angelic beings are the most illustrious and the most 

intimate servants of God. And Jesus Christ now has authority over them. 

 

And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God  

and the seven stars 

(Revelation 3:1) 

 

And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and  

of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders,  

stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven  

horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God  

sent out into all the earth. 

(Revelation 5:6) 

 

These seven spirits do service for Christ in the world. From these seven spirits flow 

grace and peace to God’s people, not as the source of grace and peace, but 

as servants charged with obeying God. And finally grace and peace come 

from Jesus Christ. 

 

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn  

from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. 

(Revelation 1:5) 



 

 Let’s take a moment to fix our hearts on this powerful description of Jesus 

Christ. First, Jesus is described as the “faithful witness.” Our Lord is true and 

reliable. When he stood on trial before Pontus Pilate he declared “For this cause 

I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear 

witness to the truth.”4  And Jesus Christ was faithful to declare the truth in word 

and deed even unto death. In a confusing, chaotic and dying world, Jesus is 

the way, the truth and the life.5 Truth is always on trial in our world and our job is 

to point people, not to us, but to Christ the faithful witness. 

 

 Secondly, our Lord Jesus is the first born from the dead. The Greek word 

translated “firstborn” is prototokos. In the Old Testament this Greek word is used 

for the first born son who inherits his father’s honor and power. In John 5:23 Jesus 

said we are to “honor the Son just as [we] honor the Father.  

 

 But here specifically, Jesus is called the “first born from the dead.” Jesus 

Christ is the first person to be resurrected to life from the dead to die no more. 

Others have been raised up from the dead like Lazarus in John 11, but Lazarus 

later died. Only Jesus was raised up to incorruptible, everlasting life. And he now 

stands as the first in line of a new group pf people who will also triumph over 

death. When Christ returns, believers who are alive will become immortal and 

the dead will be raised to incorruptible life. Our lowly bodies will be conformed 

to Christ’s glorious body; we shall be just like him!6  

 

Thirdly, Jesus is the “ruler over the kings of the earth.” This seems 

contradicted by all the hard, political realities that people face. History is a long 

story of war, strife, evil and injustice. During Christ’s temptation, recorded in 

Matthew 4, the devil took Jesus up to a mountain top and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and all their power and glory. And he said to Jesus “All 

these things I will give to You if You will fall down and worship me.”7 

 

This was the devil’s claim that the kingdoms of the world were all delivered 

into his power.8 This tells us why nations war against nations and why there is so 

much pain and suffering in our world. Our world is manipulated by satanic 

powers.9 Yet, in prophecy, in Psalm 2:8 God tells our Lord Jesus “Ask of Me and I 

will give You the nations as Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth as Your 

possession.” 
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 There is a day coming when every world leader, every tyrant, every 

dictator will bow before the Lord Jesus Christ and call him Lord to the glory of 

God.10 Now, the thought of the power and glory of Jesus Christ causes John to 

burst forth in praise to Jesus. 

 

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in  

His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to  

His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion  

forever and ever. Amen. 

(Revelation 1:5b-6) 

  

Don’t let the past tense of “loved” fool you, as if Jesus loved you once, 

but not now. The Greek text actually reads “loves.” Christ’s love for us is in the 

present tense. He loves you now and now and even now! There is an old song 

that says,  

 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 

 

I am glad about that, because I am just a little guy. What an amazing fact. 

Despite all our foolishness and worldliness and selfishness, the Lord loves us. He 

loves us more than any of us love one another.  

 

 Listen, no matter what you have done or not done, Jesus loves you and 

will care for you. Perhaps you are thinking “If you really knew what I have done, 

or wanted to do. If you could see my heart…” It doesn’t matter. Jesus knows 

your heart and he loves you! And he has washed us totally clean from all our sins 

by his shed blood on the cross. The Word of God is so clear on this point. And we 

need to get it fixed in our hearts. 

 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the  

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

(Ephesians 1:7)11 

 

 What a magnificent truth this is! All of our sins washed clean and we are 

set free by the blood of Christ. And we are not just cleansed and forgiven. We 

are given a home and a noble task. 

 

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in  

His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests  

to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion  
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forever and ever. Amen. 

(Revelation 5b-6) 

 

 Jesus Christ is to be praised and glorified and honored, because he 

refused to leave us where he found us. He found us in sin, but he made us 

“kings” or more accurately, he made us a kingdom. According to the apostle 

Peter we are “a holy nation, [God’s] own special people.”12 And we are called 

to “proclaim the praises” of our God. That is why we are also made priests. 

 

 The role of a priest is to bridge the gap between sinners and God. It is to 

bring people near to God. In the Old Testament priests offered sacrifices and 

explained their meaning. They taught people God’s Word and encouraged 

people to faith, love and hope. Today, every believer is a priest. Do you ever 

think of yourself in this way? We are to explain to others the meaning of Christ’s 

sacrifice. We are to show people that God loves them and wants to heal their 

hearts.  

 

 Now, in verse 7 John’s praise of Jesus Christ is augmented as he gives us a 

sneak preview of what is to come. 

 

Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will  

see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes  

of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

(Revelation 1:7) 

 

 We will read the word “Behold” twenty-five times in Revelation. It means 

“Hey you – Pay attention!” Behold—he—is—coming! Every day brings us closer 

to the return of Jesus Christ. He will be seen in glory on the clouds of heaven.13 

Christ will return to fully redeem God’s people and to judge and punish all 

unbelief and wickedness. 

 

 For us the return of Christ is our joy and hope of glory. For the rest of 

humanity it will be a time of great sorrow.14  Every person who has ever lived or 

ever will live, must live either in verse 5 or in verse 7. We are either loved and 

washed or at Christ’s return we will mourn at all we have lost. Why strive to gain 

the world only to lose it when if you gain Christ you gain everything? 
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 The idea of mourning and sorrow comes from the Old Testament book of  Zechariah 12:10 which says, “And I will 
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 The last phrase of verse 7, “Even so, Amen” I believe is spoken by God 

Almighty, not John. So too do a number of Bible scholars. This is a solemn, 

double affirmation “Even so, Amen” it will be! And it underlines the certainty of 

Christ’s return. It is guaranteed by none other than God Almighty. 

 

Even so, Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and  

the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who  

is to come, the Almighty.” 

(Revelation 1:8) 

 

 The Greek text omits “the Beginning and the End.” Yahweh, God Almighty 

assures us that Christ is coming to fulfill all that is promised of him. So how then 

should we live in light of all of this? The Bible is clear: be faithful, even unto 

death, be hopeful, love one another fervently, minister your gift to one another, 

be diligent to pray, be generous and witness to the truth of the good news or 

Jesus Christ. An old poem tells us,  

 

Only one life, ‘twill soon be passed. 

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Behold, he is coming! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


