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Introduction 

 

 

 

 No book of the Bible has both terrified and comforted people as has the 

book of Revelation. In the end of the book we are told that “God will wipe away 

every tear from [our] eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow.”1 And there 

will be a new heaven and earth2 where the saved will live with God and Jesus 

Christ forever.  

 

 But before these wonderful things we will read of deception and evil and 

wars and famines.3 We will read of earthquakes4 and stars falling5 and a multi-

headed dragon6 and fierce beats7 and of a woman beautifully arrayed who 

seduces world leaders who commit fornication with her.8 As I said, it is a book 

that both comforts and terrifies people. 

 

 Today we begin a series on the book of Revelation. You ask me why I am 

preaching from this book now as I enter the 40th year of my Christian ministry. 

Why have I neglected teaching the full book for so long? Part of the answer is 

that for so many years I have felt a sense of inadequacy. But now after 40 years 

in ministry I think I have gained some wisdom. And I understand the Bible better 

than I ever have.  

 

I am not saying that I have it all figured out. I don’t. And as I teach this 

book when I am not sure of what something means I’ll let you know. But I don’t 

know when I will have another opportunity to preach through this book. And I 

think the times in which we live call for a greater understanding of this book of 

the Bible. 

 

The times in which we live are the most unique in history. The world has 

experienced times of moral confusion and trouble and chaos, to be sure. But 

never before has the world been so tied together as it is pushed through one 

disaster after another.  
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There have been disasters and conflicts and political turmoil before, but 

not on a scale where it now touches everyone. Advanced technology has 

made our world a smaller place. What happens in Africa affects Europe. What 

happens in Europe affects the United States. What takes place in one part of the 

world almost immediately touches the rest of the world. As terrorists shoot and kill 

people in a music hall in Paris the world watches live. And Christians are being 

martyred around the world. 

 

Are we on a fast track toward the fulfillment of end time prophecies 

written so long ago? In one sense we are already living in the last days. In Acts 2, 

50 days after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured 

out at the Feast of Pentecost. And the apostle peter quoted the Old testament 

prophet Joel and declared that the gift of the Spirit declared that the last days 

are upon us.9 

 

The author of Hebrews also states that with the ministry of Christ in Israel, 

Christians living in the first century were living in the last days.10 And so the entire 

period of time between the first coming of Christ and the second coming of 

Christ are the last days of this present evil age.11 But in another sense the very 

last days will be the last seven years of this age, which will include the time of 

the great tribulation. In a few weeks we will read about the last seven years from 

both Daniel and Matthew. 

 

If Genesis sets the stage for human history, telling us why we are here and 

what went wrong, then Revelation is the final dramatic act telling us how God 

will fix what is wrong and what our ultimate destiny will be.  

 

Like all other Scripture Revelation is God’s inspired Word to us.12 It warns us 

of evil, it equips us to live righteously and it gives us hope. The writer of the book 

is the apostle John. He wrote this book when he was an old man, perhaps 80 

years old. At the time he wrote he was the last survivor of the group of twelve 

apostles who followed Christ.  

 

The book was written in the last decade of the first century. The Roman 

Empire was still powerful. And its emperor, Domitian was a tyrant demanding to 

be worshipped as God and severally punishing those who refused. John had 

been exiled to the penal colony on the island of Patmos, because of his 

faithfulness to Christ. And he wrote to seven churches in Asia Minor, which is now 

modern day Turkey. By God’s providence he wrote to all of us as well. 
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Times were dark, full of evil. Worldliness was infiltrating the church. But John 

wrote to remind us that God is in sovereign control of history. And Jesus Christ will 

come in glory to redeem, to judge and to rule. Let’s begin to read the last book 

of the Bible.  

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to  

show His servants—things which must shortly take place.  

And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant  

John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the  

testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.  

 
3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words  

of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written  

in it; for the time is near. 

(Revelation 1:1-3) 

 

 The first thing we need to understand is the meaning of the word 

“Revelation.” The Greek word translated “Revelation” is apokalupsis from which 

we get the word “apocalypse.” This word usually brings to mind the idea of 

disaster or terrifying destruction. But the Greek word literally means an unveiling, 

an uncovering, a revealing of information.  

 

 For example, you go to the theatre to see a play or an opera. And as you 

sit in your chair and look at the stage a large curtain hides the set. But then the 

curtain opens and reveals a wonderful set design. That’s the meaning of the 

word apakalupsis—revelation.  

 

 The book is a revelation “of” Jesus Christ. And the word “of” can mean 

either a revelation given by Jesus Christ or a revelation about Jesus Christ. And 

both meanings fit well here. The four gospels reveal Christ at his first coming in 

humiliation and suffering. The book of Revelation reveals Christ in blazing glory as 

Lord over all things. We see him as Lord over the church and as the King of kings 

who takes the earth back from the usurper, Satan. 

 

 But this book is also a revelation given by Christ that informs us about the 

end of the age. But notice something else from verse 1. It is the “Revelation of 

Jesus Christ, which God gave to Him.” What does this tell us? It tells us that even 

as magnificent and glorious as Jesus is now, he is not God. Jesus Christ has a 

God. He says this himself after his resurrection when speaking to Mary 

Magdalene.  

 

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not  

yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and  



say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your  

Father, and to My God and your God.’” 

(John 20:17) 

 

The Bible never presents Jesus as a second God. He has a God.13 We 

always read of Jesus Christ’s dependence on God. In John 7:16 Jesus said “My 

doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent me.” In John 8:28 Jesus said “I do nothing 

on My own authority.” Jesus is always dependent on God. This does not mean 

that Jesus Christ does not now have all authority in heaven and earth.14 It only 

means that he has power and authority granted by God.  

 

In Matthew 24 Jesus was asked about the end time. And he provided the 

disciples with profound insight into the last days. But he also said that there were 

things that he did not know; only the Father, God alone knew.15  

 

 Now, here in Revelation God makes known to Jesus a fuller unveiling of 

the climax of history. Secondly, the fact that God gave this revelation to Christ 

tells us that revelation always begins with God. God alone is the source of all 

truth. Mankind never creates the truth: we must seek it and wait for it and 

receive it. But truth always comes from the heart of God not the mind of man. 

 

 Also verse 1 informs us that this is the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 

gave him to “show His servants.” John was a servant of Jesus Christ. The Greek 

word translated “servants” is doulos which means a bondservant; one who loves 

his or her master and is devoted to the master’s will.  

 

 There are some who teach that the book of Revelation is not for Christians, 

but for Jews who are not yet saved, because New Testament Christians are 

never called servants, we are called sons. This simply is not true. In Romans 1:1 

the apostle Paul called himself a “bondservant of Jesus Christ.” In 2 Peter 1:1 the 

apostle peter called himself a “bondservant of Jesus Christ.” in fact every 

Christian is to be a bondservant of Christ.  

 

Ephesians 6:6 tells us to work and serve “not with eye service as men 

pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ.” The greatest Christians of all time are 

those men and women who see their highest calling as those who serve Christ.16 

Furthermore revelation uncovers information to show Christ’s servants 

concerning “things which must shortly take place.” 
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to  

show His servants—things which must shortly take place. 

(Revelation 1:1) 

 

 There are people who mock these words and say they are meaningless. 

The events of this book did not take place shortly after they were written. They 

ask haven’t 2000 years passed since the time of John? Well, from one point of 

view 2000 years is a long time. But from God’s point of view 1000 years are like a 

day. And as Peter tells us the long delay in Christ’s return is due to the mercy of 

God who is giving people time to repent.17 

 

 But one day, a word will come forth from heaven that will push history into 

high-speed towards final judgment. And this is what the phrase “shortly take 

place” means. It refers not to soon-ness, but to rapidity or swiftness of 

execution.18 Once the important events of the last seven years of this age begin, 

they will move with great speed.  

 

 The last phrase of verse 1 is that Jesus sent this revelation to John and 

“signified it by His angel.” It is best to understand the word “signified” as “sign-

ified.” Much of what we will read in this book is told by means of symbols or 

signs. Some of these symbols will be difficult to understand, some will be 

explained right in the text, and others will be made clear by Old Testament 

references.  

 

And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant  

John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to  

the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. 

(Revelation 1:1b-2) 

 

 God gave this revelation to Jesus Christ and he gave it to John. And it is 

inspiring to understand the part we play I the revealing of truth. This book of 

revelation came into existence by the will of God, just like the rest of Scripture. 

God is the source for all that we will read. 2 Peter 1:21 declares that “prophecy 

never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 

by the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 God gave the revelation to Jesus Christ and he gave it to John and John 

bore witness. He made it known!  And like John, when we receive the truth of 

God’s Word we too must bear witness—we must make it known. We are given a 

great privilege and responsibility to bear witness to the truth. What we are 

reading is not science fiction; it is the Word of God! It is significant that the only 
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weapon of the conquering Christ in Revelation 19:15 is the sword that comes 

from his mouth symbolizing the Word of God. Finally, verse 3.  

 

Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words  

of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written  

in it; for the time is near. 

(Revelation 1:3) 

 

 This third verse gives us a little more information about this last New 

Testament book. It is a prophecy. It is a straight forth-telling or a speaking forth of 

truth. And it is a fore-telling, an unveiling of what will happen in the future.19 

  

And finally, there is a threefold blessing. First, the one who reads these 

words is blessed. The reader mentioned here is not the private, individual reader. 

It is the one who publically reads the book, in other words the preacher, the 

teacher. There is also a blessing to those who will hear the words. There is also a 

blessing to those who hear and keep or obey the words.  

 

 What kind of blessing will we receive? God may have His personal 

surprises for all of us. But just as with all other Scripture, we will gain insight for 

living, an understanding of our times and guidance for righteous living and 

hope.20  

 

 We live in a confused, mad, sinful, hurting world. And the days will only 

grow darker as we near the climax of history.21 It will be blessed believers who 

bring truth and hope to our world. In light of this, isn’t it ironic that Revelation is a 

book of the Bible that is so often not read? 

 

 This introduction of Revelation ends with the word “the time is near.” The 

events of the last days have already begun. And each breath brings us closer to 

the final seven years of this age. Be faithful, be hopeful, and be about the Lord’s 

work. Be filled with love for one another. Redeem the time, because the days 

are evil.22 Make the most of every day. Jesus Christ is coming again in great 

power and glory. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
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