
Revelation 10 

 

Sweet and Bitter 

 

 

 

 There is a saying that the job of the preacher is to comfort the afflicted 

and to afflict the comfortable. There is a tension in Scripture and every good 

preacher knows it. If a preacher never talks about sin and judgment, but only 

preaches positive, cozy comfort, you may feel good, but you’re not hearing the 

truth. On the other hand if you never hear about grace, mercy and love, you 

might begin to wonder if the preacher really cares about you.  

 

But when the preacher lives under the authority of God’s written Word, he 

needs to tell the truth—the whole truth no matter if it is sweet or bitter. This is 

where the apostle John finds himself as we near the middle of the prophecy of 

the book of Revelation.  

 

Just as there was an intermission in chapter 7 between the opening of the 

sixth and seventh seal, so we have an intermission in chapters 10 and 11 

between the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments. God graciously gives us 

these intermissions, because the events we may face in the great tribulation are 

horrible. And the punishments the wicked will face in the judgments are 

staggering.  

 

We need time to release some stress, to breathe, to think, to pray, to re-

evaluate the priorities in our lives and how we live. In this chapter we are going 

to see God’s faithfulness to His Word and our need to be faithful ministers of His 

Word no matter if it is sweet or bitter. 

 

I saw still another mighty angel coming down from  

heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was  

on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet  

like pillars of fire.  

(Revelation 10:1) 

 

 As we begin this chapter John sees another mighty angel. John first saw a 

strong or mighty angel back in Revelation 5:2. A number of Bible scholars 

believe this angel is really Jesus Christ, because these images of a cloud, and 

rainbow and pillars of fire are used to describe both God and Christ.1 But this is 

not Jesus Christ, because Jesus is never described as an angel in Scripture. And 

secondly, the Greek word translated “another” in the phrase “another mighty 

                                                           
1
 Exodus 13:21; Revelation 1:15, 16; 4:3 



angel” means another of the same kind.2 We saw a strong, mighty angel in 

chapter 5 and we have another one of the same kind here. He is surrounded by 

a cloud and adorned with a rainbow, with feet like fire to show us that he comes 

in the glory and power of God.  

 

He had a little book open in his hand. And he set his  

right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land,  
3 and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roars.  

When he cried out, seven thunders uttered their voices. 

(Revelation 10:2, 3) 

 

 This angel has a little book or scroll. This is the center of focus for the whole 

chapter, so we need to understand what it is. There have been many 

suggestions, but we’ve only seen one scroll before, the scroll concerning the 

destiny of our world and the fate of saints and sinners, that Jesus took from 

God.3 That scroll has been almost completely opened and there is only a little 

left to go, so it is now a small scroll.  

 

 And the angel has one foot on the sea and the other on the land. This 

expression ”sea” and “land” is used a number of times in the Bible to represent 

the whole earth. For example in Haggai 2:6 God says “Once more…I will shake 

heaven and earth, the sea and the dry land.” This message in this scroll is going 

to be for the whole earth.  

 

 And he cried out with a loud voice like a roaring lion. This angel is 

representing God. A number of times in the Old testament God is said to roar 

signifying authority and power when He fights for His people. Joel 3:16 is an 

example where we read, “Yahweh will roar from Zion…the heavens and the 

earth will shake; But Yahweh will be a shelter for His people. 

 

 The angel’s roaring produces seven thunders. In the Old Testament 

thunder, like roaring is used of God’s anger and wrath in judgment on the 

wicked. Consider 1 Samuel 2:10: “The adversaries of Yahweh shall be broken in 

pieces; from heaven He will thunder against them.” It seems obvious that 

somehow John understood the meaning behind all of this, but then he is told to 

hush up, don’t reveal it. 

 

 

Now when the seven thunders uttered their voices,  

I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven  

saying to me, “Seal up the things which the seven  
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 The Greek word is allos meaning another of the same kind, as in you have an apple and I have another one. 

3
 In revelation 5 the Greek word for scroll is biblion here in chapter 10 it is bibliaridion meaning simply a little scroll. 



thunders uttered, and do not write them.” 

(Revelation 10:4) 

 

 The seven thunders seem to be a prophecy of judgment on those who 

oppose God. But John is not allowed to reveal it to us. Don’t you wonder why? 

In much the same way the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 12 writes of a time when 

he was caught up into Paradise. And he heard words which are not lawful for a 

man to speak. It seems there are realities that God has revealed to a select few, 

but which He chooses not to tell us at this time.  

 

 So, I will not speculate, as many have, on what John was told. There are 

always people who want to show you how smart they are by talking smartly 

about what they really don’t know. But let’s learn a lesson from Deuteronomy 

29:29 where it says,  

 

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but  

those things which are revealed belong to us and  

to our children forever, that we may do all the words  

of this law. 

 

There is enough truth revealed to keep us busy. If God wants to keep some 

things secret that is His right.  

 

The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on  

the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore  

by Him who lives forever and ever, who created  

heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and  

the things that are in it, and the sea and the things  

that are in it, that there should be delay no longer,  
7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh  

angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of  

God would be finished, as He declared to His  

servants the prophets. 

(Revelation 10:5-7) 

 

 Here is a clue concerning the remaining chapters of revelation. As the 

angel raises his hand to heaven he swears an oath to reveal to John the truth 

and nothing but the truth. He swears by God the Creator of all things—a most 

solemn vow, that when the seventh angel sounds his trumpet the mystery of 

God will be finished.  

 

 What is this mystery of God? It involves three things. First, it involves a 

delay. Why has God delayed in taking back the earth, destroying sinners and 

saving His people? The cry has been shouted with tears forever. Why does God 



seemingly allow bad people to get away with things while the good suffer? The 

answer to this question about the delay in justice is given in 2 Peter 3:8-10. 

 

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with  

the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a  

thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack  

concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 

 but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any  

should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,  

in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise,  

and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the  

earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 

 

 God delays not because he is lazy or unconcerned, but because He is 

merciful. He does not want anyone to suffer punishment and to perish. He would 

rather they repent and be saved. But this time of grace and mercy is coming to 

an end. 

 

 Secondly, the only other place in the New Testament where the phrase 

“mystery of God” is used is in Colossians 2:3. But let’s read from Colossians 1:24 to 

pick up the context. 

 

I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my  

flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the  

sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I  

became a minister according to the stewardship from  

God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word  

of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages  

and from generations, but now has been revealed to His  

saints.  

 
27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches  

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is  

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, warning  

every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we  

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 To this  

end I also labor, striving according to His working which  

works in me mightily. 

(Colossians 1:24-29) 

 



 The “riches” of the mystery among the Gentiles, non-Jews, who believe in 

Jesus Christ, is “Christ in you the hope of glory.” The apostle Paul worked very 

hard to explain this to Gentiles.  

 

For I want you to know what a great conflict I have for  

you and those in Laodicea, and for as many as have  

not seen my face in the flesh, 2 that their hearts may be 

encouraged, being knit together in love, and attaining  

to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the 

knowledge of the mystery of God.4 

(Colossians 2:1, 2) 

 

 Here is our phrase the “mystery of God.” The riches of the mystery is Christ in you 

the hope of glory But the mystery, now revealed, is that Gentiles are of the same 

body as Jews who believe in Christ.  

 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for  

you Gentiles— 2 if indeed you have heard of the  

dispensation of the grace of God which was given  

to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made  

known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written  

already, 4 by which, when you read, you may  

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),  

 
5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons  

of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His  

holy apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be  

fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His  

promise in Christ through the gospel,  

(Ephesians 3:1-6) [my emphasis] 

 

 Gentiles are fellow-heirs and of the same body as Jews who believe. 

Ephesians 2 declares that once we were aliens from the common wealth of 

Israel, we were strangers from the covenants and without God and without 

hope. But now in Christ, we Gentiles are brought near, we are a part of the 

family of God. 

 

 But, once the fullness of the Gentiles are brought into God’s family, God 

will fulfill His promises to Israel. Romans 11:18 tells us to remember that we 

Gentiles “do not support the root [Israel], but the root supports you.” So many 

people teach that all of the promises God made to Israel have been transferred 
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 The better Greek manuscripts omit the rest of the verse. 



to the church. But this is simply not true. After the fullness of the Gentiles is saved, 

God fulfills His promises to Israel. 

 

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be  

ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in  

your own opinion, that blindness in part has  

happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles  

has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved,  

as it is written: 

 

“The Deliverer will come out of Zion, 

And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 
27 For this is My covenant with them, 

When I take away their sins.” 

(Romans 11:25-27) 

 

The third part of this mystery is revealed to us in Ephesians. 

 

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the  

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His  

grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in  

all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known  

to us the mystery of His will, according to His good  

pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the  

dispensation of the fullness of the times He might  

gather together in one all things in Christ, both  

which are in heaven and which are on earth— 

in Him. 

(Ephesians 1:7-10) [my emphasis] 

 

 At the end of this age God will bring all of His people both earthly and 

heavenly together in the millennial kingdom, called here the dispensation of the 

fullness of times.5 We will all be together, heaven and earth under the authority 

of Jesus Christ for one thousand years. Let’s return to revelation. When the angel 

sounds the seventh trumpeter of the seventh judgment this age will be 

technically over and God’s will for Jew and Gentile will be complete. 

 

Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to  

me again and said, “Go, take the little book which is  

open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea  

and on the earth.” 
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 The millennial kingdom is the thousand year reign of Christ from Jerusalem. 



9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the  

little book.” And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it  

will make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as  

honey in your mouth.” 

(Revelation 10:8, 9) 

 

 There is a great general principle presented here. Two times John is told to 

take the book or scroll. The angel does not give it to John even when he asks for 

it. The general principle is this: the will of God, His Word, is not forced on anyone, 

you must take it. In Psalm 119 the psalmist sang,  

 

Your word I have hidden in my heart, 

That I might not sin against You. 

 

I have chosen the way of truth: 

Your judgments I have laid before me. 

 

Oh how I love Your law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 

(Psalm 119: 11, 30, 97) 

 

Jesus Christ declared, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceeds from the mouth of God.”6 

 

 What a wonderful this it is for us to have the written Word of God. Do we 

eat from it every day? Do we think about how it relates to us, how we need to 

believe it and obey it and rejoice over it? Some of us have more than one Bible 

in our homes. And some of us have a Bible or two on our mobile phones! When 

there is a moment free do we read God’s Word? Do we take it to heart? Psalm 

19:7 states,  

 

The Law of Yahweh is perfect restoring the soul 

 

Moreover by them Your servant is warned 

And in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Jesus said that when we know the truth of God’s Word “the truth shall make you 

free.”7 We must be faithful to receive God’s Word. We must be faithful to retain 

God’s Word in our hearts. And we must be faithful to release the Word of God so 

that others might be saved.  
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Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and  

ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my mouth. But  

when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter.  
11 And he said to me, “You must prophesy again about  

many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.” 

(Revelation 10:10, 11) 

 

 After a long absence of the Word of God Jeremiah the prophet 

discovered the scrolls of Scripture and prayed,  

 

Your words were found, and I ate them, 

And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; 

For I am called by Your name, 

O Lord God of hosts. 

(Jeremiah 15:16) 

 

John takes the scroll from the angel and as promised it was sweet in his mouth 

and bitter in his stomach. What does this mean? 

 

 A message of God, the Word of God may be both sweet and bitter. It is 

sweet to receive the Word of God. It is sweet to be let in on the Word and will of 

God. But the message itself may be a message of sever rebuke or of profound, 

dramatic and ultimate destinies. For example, John 3:16 is perhaps the most 

well-known verse in the Bible. 

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 The message of everlasting life is a precious, joyful truth. That God loves us 

and desires to save us from our sins is comforting and exciting and liberating. But 

this verse becomes bitter in the stomach when you realize that no matter what 

people do or say, no matter the patience of God and the mercy of God, some 

people will not receive this truth and will perish. 

 

 That reality should bring pain to our hearts. And this is the reality that the 

apostle John faced. John must take the scroll and prophecy again. This is John’s 

mid-course encouragement. What he has seen and heard is very troubling: the 

suffering of the seven seals and the wrathful trumpets. To speak for Gid is an 

honor and yet a heavy burden at the same time. 

 

 There was a famous Scottish-American preacher named Peter Marshall. 

He wrote a few books on God’s hand in American history. And he was also the 

chaplain for the U.S. Senate. He told a story about an experience he had as a 



young boy running across the Scottish hills at night in a storm. Suddenly a flash of 

lightening lit up the night sky revealing that in two more steps he would have 

fallen off a cliff. 

 

 In grace and mercy God calls all of us to be both sunshine and lightening. 

At times the afflicted need to be comforted. At other times the comfortable 

need to be afflicted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


