
Revelation 11:14-19 

 

The Kingdom Proclaimed 

 

 

 

 One of the prayers that believers have prayed for over 2000 years begins 

like this,  

 

Our Father in Heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

(Matthew 6:9, 10) 

 

As we return to the chronological sequence of Revelation we have arrived at 

the sounding of the seventh trumpet. And as the seventh trumpet is sounded a 

great proclamation is made that concerns our prayers for the coming of God’s 

kingdom. And it is stated as if it has already arrived on earth. 

 

 This is a figure of speech known as a prolepsis. It is also sometimes called 

the prophetic perfect. But a prolepsis is when you speak of a future event in the 

past tense. So sure is the outcome that the future event is presented as having 

already happened. A very good example of this is the great promise of Romans 

8:29, 30 where it states,  

 

For whom He [God] foreknew, He also predestined to  

be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might  

be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover  

whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He  

called, these He also justified; and whom He justified,  

these He also glorified. 

 

 I am standing right here before you. And I think it is pretty clear to you that 

I am not yet glorified! But God speaks of our glorification here in the past tense, 

as having already happened. So certain is this event in God’s mind and 

therefore nothing will prevent our ultimate glorification. That’s good news!  

 

In the same way as our glorification is guaranteed, when the seventh 

trumpet sounds loud voices in heaven proclaim that God’s kingdom has come. 

Let’s begin our passage of Scripture. 

 

 

 



The second woe is past. Behold, the third woe is coming  

quickly. 

(Revelation 11:14) 

 

 The first woe was seen in the fifth trumpet judgment with the demonic 

stinging locusts from the abyss. The second woe was under the sixth trumpet with 

the great army of two hundred million that killed with fire, smoke and brimstone. 

Now a third woe is coming with the seventh trumpet and it will include the seven 

final bowl judgments that will be seen in chapter 16. 

 

 And we are told that the third woe is coming “quickly.” And the idea in 

the Greek word translated “quickly” is that of rapid succession. Once the 

judgments begin they will occur rapidly and the end of the age will be near. 

 

Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud  

voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world  

have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ,  

and He shall reign forever and ever!”  

(Revelation 11:15) 

 

 With the sounding of the seventh trumpet a tremendous, joyful 

proclamation is made. “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms 

of our Lord and of His Christ.” You can almost hear the powerful music from 

Handel’s “Messiah” in the background! 

 

 Actually, the word “kingdoms” is the singular “kingdom” in the best Greek 

manuscripts. No matter how many countries there are in the world, they are all 

under the power of one King and that is Satan. This truth is revealed in Luke 4 

where Satan tempted Jesus Christ in the wilderness.  

 

Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain,  

showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment  

of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I  

will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered  

to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore, if  

You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” 

(Luke 4:5-7) [my emphasis] 

 

 All the power and glory and kingdoms of this world belong to the devil. 

God originally gave the dominion of the world to Adam.1 When Adam sinned, 

that dominion was transferred to Satan. In John 14:30 Jesus Christ calls the devil 
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the “ruler” or prince of this world. In 2 Corinthians 4:4 the devil is called “the god 

of this age.” 

 

 As the god of this age Satan powerfully influences ideals and philosophies 

and religions and the hopes and fears of people worldwide. This and the sin in 

our hearts is the reason for war, greed, hate, racism and every sorrow and tear. 

But the long rebellion of this world under its evil prince will come to an end with 

the glorious and powerful return of Jesus Christ, the King of kings. Just as there 

are really only two kinds of people, the saved and the unsaved, so there are 

only two kingdoms—God’s and Satan’s. But Satan will soon lose his and he 

knows it. 

 

 The last phrase of verse 15 is “and he shall reign forever and ever.” This 

needs a little explanation. When Jesus Christ rules from Jerusalem as King over 

the whole world, he will rule for one thousand years. This is sometimes called the 

“millennium.”2  But then Jesus will turn the kingdom over to God. This is stated in 1 

Corinthians.  

 

Then comes the end, when He [Christ] delivers the  

kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all  

rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till  

He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy  

that will be destroyed is death.  

 
27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He  

says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He  

[God] who put all things under Him [Christ] is excepted.  
28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the  

Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things  

under Him, that God may be all in all. 

(1 Corinthians 15:24-28) 

 

 In the end Jesus Christ will be subject to his Father as are we and God will 

be the supreme sovereign. This glorious proclamation of the kingdom inspires the 

twenty-four elders to worship God in a great chorus of thanksgiving. Let’s read 

the whole passage and then we will examine it phrase by phrase. 

 

And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their  

thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

 

“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 

The One who is and who was and who is to come, 
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Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 
18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, 

And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 

And that You should reward Your servants the prophets  

and the saints, 

And those who fear Your name, small and great, 

And should destroy those who destroy the earth.” 

(Revelation 11:16-18) 

 

 This is such a tremendous chorus of praise full of wonderful truths—truths 

that should affect how we think and live. The twenty-four elders praise God 

about the consummation of all things. Notice that these exalted beings take off 

their crowns and put their faces to the ground before God. They throw aside 

their glory in the presence of God. There is no thought of self. There is no 

personal pride; no false ego or pretension. But isn’t this always how we should 

worship and serve God? 

 

 My wife Marilee shared a verse with me this week from 2 Chronicles 25:2. It 

is about King Amaziah. Here is what it said, “And he did what was right in the 

sight of Yahweh, but not with a loyal heart.” How deep and profound is that? 

May we never go through the motions of worship. May we never be half-

hearted in our lives of faith, hope and love. Now this chorus of praise and 

thanksgiving is offered to God for five things.  

 

We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, 

The One who is and who was and who is to come,  

Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 

(Revelation 11:17) 

 

 First God is praised for His omnipotence. He is called “Almighty.” The 

Greek is pantokrator and it means possessing all power and rule. The great 

unrecognized reality for so many e people in the world is that God is the 

supreme ruler of the universe and it is His will that shall ultimately prevail. Also 

since God is almighty, He is eternal. He is called “The One who is and who was.” 

The last phrase “and who is to come” is omitted from the best manuscripts. God 

always was and now is permanently, forever.  

 

Secondly, thanks is given is given because God is now fully using all of His 

power and authority to rule. In His wisdom God has allowed both man and 

Satan to rule. But now, after ages of grace and mercy allowing time for 

repentance, God takes back what is His. Let’s continue. 

 

 

 



The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, 

(Revelation 18a) 

 

 Thirdly, praise is offered to God because the time of His wrath has come. 

Let me say this up front. The apostle John knows nothing about universal 

salvation. There are those who teach that in the end God will forgive and save 

everyone. This verse squashed that idea.  

 

 What has characterized all of history is the anger of nations against God. 

And it will only intensify in the last days. This first clause of verse 18 is the fulfillment 

of Psalm 2. 

 

Why do the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 

 
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us.” 
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

And distress them in His deep displeasure: 

(Psalm 2:1-5) 

 

 As we reach the end of the coming bowl judgments the beast and his 

false prophet and the demons will gather armies of the world to fight against 

God and His Christ. This will be the Battle of Armageddon and they will lose. 

Finishing Psalm 2 God says,  

 

“Yet I have set My King 

On My holy hill of Zion.” 

 
7 “I will declare the decree: 

The LORD has said to Me, 

‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You. 
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 

The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; 

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” 



10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; 

Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear, 

And rejoice with trembling. 
12  Kiss the Son, lest  He be angry, 

And you perish in the way, 

When His wrath is kindled but a little. 

Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 

(Psalm 2:6-12) 

 

 The Old Testament prophet Joel called this coming time of battle “the 

valley of decision.”3 The valley of decision—every man, every woman, every boy 

and girl must decide. No one can stay neutral. We all must decide and answer 

this question, “Will I love and serve God? Will I trust in Christ for salvation?” And 

everyone will face the result of their choices. Continuing verse 18,  

 

 

And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, 

And that You should reward Your servants the prophets  

and the saints, 

And those who fear Your name, small and great, 

(Revelation 11b,c) 

 

 Here is the fourth reason for praise. Hebrews 9:27 tells us “it is appointed for 

men to die once and then the judgment.” Every human being who has ever 

lived or ever will live will be judged by Jesus Christ. Acts 17:31 declares that God,  

 

…has appointed a day on which He will judge the  

world in righteousness by the Man whom He has  

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by  

raising Him from the dead. 

 

What a terrible day this will be for all who reject God and Christ. Revelation 20 

tells us that unbelievers will be judged according to their works and no one will 

be found righteous by their own works. And so they will face the second death 

and perish in the lake of fire.  

 

 Those who hope in Christ, however, will be rewarded. All of God’s people 

will be rewarded. Hebrews 6:10, 11 declares,  

 

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of  

love which you have shown toward His name, in that  
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you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same  

diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,  
12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those  

who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

 

 The New Testament speaks of five crowns that believers may receive as 

rewards for their faith, hope and love. And there is study sheet on these crowns 

that goes along with this teaching.  

 

 But why the designation of servant, prophet, small and great? Does God 

have classes or ranks of who is important and who is not? Now, the point is this, 

we all have work to do. God has gifted all of us to serve.4 But some of us are 

tasked with more public ministry than others. But it does not matter if you are a 

great prophet or you attend to the smallest need. What matters is that you serve 

for the glory of God and Christ with a loyal heart. And now the fifth reason for 

praise and thanks to God. 

 

And should destroy those who destroy the earth. 

(Revelation 11:18d) 

 

 This destruction of the earth is a result of sin and it goes all the way back to 

Genesis 1 and the reason God put people on the earth. In Genesis 1:28 God 

told the man and the woman “to fill the earth…subdue it” and “have dominion” 

over it. This was to be a productive ordering of the earth and a reaping of its 

bounty and a caring for its natural beauty.  

 

 But man has corrupted the earth. Due to sin creation groans and has 

fallen victim to corruption.5 And earth is often reaped not for the good of 

people or the glory of God, but for greed. Those who destroy the earth, men, 

women, Satan and demons will all be destroyed. 

 

Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and  

the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And  

there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake,  

and great hail. 

(Revelation 11:19) 

 

 We should remember that Revelation 11 began with a temple on earth 

being measured and judged. The worship that happens in a future Jewish 

temple saves no one, for it rejects Jesus Christ. Secondly, in the first two temples 
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that God ordained, the ark of the covenant was out of reach for most people. It 

was in the Holy of Holies, behind a thick curtain where only the High Priest could 

go, once a year, with the blood of an animal sacrifice, to atone for sin. Here it is 

now open to all who are saved by grace and faith. 

 

 This vision is a preview of Revelation 21:3 where we are told, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people.” But until that day comes let us remember that all of us have access to 

God our Father now through the gift of the holy Spirit.6 So let us pray always to 

our Father who loves us all with all His might. As for the lightnings, noises, 

thunderings and earthquake and great hail—our God is an immensely holy God 

who may only be approached in the way He sees fit. 
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