
Revelation 11 

 

The Two Witnesses 

 

 

 

 Let me ask you a question. Is the Bible true? I am not asking if you can find 

truth in it, like in a history or science book. You can find truth in a lot of things and 

in many books. But is the Bible absolutely true? Is it so trustworthy that you can 

use it to test all other truth claims? 

 

 I believe it is. But many other people do not. And I am not just talking 

about atheists or agnostics, but religious people. We are told this in 2 Timothy 4:3, 

4 where it states,  

 

For the time will come when they will not endure  

sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,  

because they have itching ears, they will heap up  

for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their  

ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to  

fables.  

 

Interesting isn’t it? Simply because they don’t like the truth, because of their own 

desires, some people follow fables instead of truth.  

 

 This morning we are going to read the first thirteen verses of Revelation 11. 

These verses tell us about two witnesses for God. They boldly and plainly 

proclaim the truth and the world can’t stomach it. And so they are finally killed 

and the world throws a party.  

 

 In our chronology of revelation we are still in an intermission or a 

parenthesis that began in chapter 10. We have been following the events of the 

last seven years of this age. If you will look at your chart, the last seven years of 

this age begins with the opening of the seven seals on the scroll of destiny. And 

the first seal reveals deception and the rise of the Antichrist. 

 

 No one knows it is the Antichrist, because the world leader seems to be a 

man of peace. He will according to Daniel 9:27 make a treaty with Israel 

allowing them to build a temple and offer sacrifices. Then during the first three 

and a half years of the last seven years there are wars and famines. And at the 

midpoint of the last seven years of this age (after three and a half years) the 

Antichrist fully reveals himself, at least the believers understand who he is.  

 



 According to Matthew 24 and 2 Thessalonians 2 the Antichrist stops the 

sacrifices in the temple in Jerusalem and tells the world that he is God and 

demands worship. From this point on there is terrible persecution and death for 

many Jews and also for many Christians. And then as we approach the end of 

the great tribulation, the opening of the sixth seal will reveal wonders in the 

heavens declaring that Christ will appear and the rapture of believers will 

occur.1 

 

 Immediately after the rapture the seventh seal is opened revealing that 

the wrath of God will now be poured out on the earth in the seven trumpet 

judgements. We have already read about the first six trumpet judgments. And 

then in chapter 10 we have an interlude in the action where the apostle John is 

recommissioned to prophecy again. And as he does in chapter 11 we go back 

to the beginning of the first three and a half years of the last seven years and we 

see it again from another perspective. We see it from the perspective of two 

powerful witnesses for God during these future dark days. 

 

Then I was given a reed like a measuring rod. And the  

angel stood saying, “Rise and measure the temple of  

God, the altar, and those who worship there. 2 But 

 leave out the court which is outside the temple, and  

do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles.  

And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two  

months.  

(Revelation 11:1, 2) 

 

 This chapter begins with John measuring the temple in Jerusalem. We all 

know that there is no temple now, so this tells us that in the future there will be a 

new temple built. The Bible tells us of two ancient Jewish temples. The first was 

built by Solomon and destroyed by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar in 538 

BC. The second temple was built about 70-80 years later by Zerubbabel. During 

the earthly life of Jesus King Herod greatly expanded and beautified that 

temple. But it too was destroyed, just as Jesus predicted it would, by the Romans 

in 70AD. 

 

 Today on what may be the temple mount are two structures sacred to 

Muslims, the al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock. Muslims would go into 

a frenzy should an attempt be made to bull-doze these sights to build a temple. 

But in recent years scholars and engineers think that the original temple sight is 

to the north of the Dom of the Rock. So in the future a treaty will allow the Jews 

to build a temple and offer sacrifices.2  
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 John is measuring this temple and here is why. The Jews are worshipping 

God there and God is measuring the worship that goes on in the temple. God 

once ordained the sacrifices and worship that once went on in the temple, but 

that all ended with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Therefore to worship ina temple 

again with animal sacrifices is a rejection of Jesus Christ and so God is judging 

their worship.  

 

 The outer court of the Gentiles is not measured, because they have 

already been judged. Jerusalem is supposed to be the City of God, but it will be 

oppressed by the forces of the Antichrist in the future for 42 months or three and 

a half years. And although the holy city is to be trodden down by the nations, 

God will not abandon His people. He will have two powerful witnesses to speak 

the truth.  

 

And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they  

will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty  

days3, clothed in sackcloth. 

(Revelation 11:3) 

 

 God always has His witnesses. In the days before the flood he had Noah. 

In the dark days of idolatry in Israel He had Elijah and unknown to Elijah 7000 

others who did not bend the knee to Baal. God has His witnesses today too—

you and me. In the future God will send to mighty witnesses, because the Old 

Testament law states that testimony had to be established by two witnesses.4 

 

 And we are told that these witnesses are dressed in sackcloth. This is 

coarse, rough cloth made from goat or camel hair. This is what Old Testament 

prophets wore when sent to warn of impending judgment. Their job will be to 

warn Israel and to strip away the lies, propaganda and demonic delusions of 

the Antichrist. For three and a half years these two men will reveal the truth of 

God’s Word and the power of God.  

 

 

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands  

standing before the God of the earth. 5 And if anyone  

wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth  

and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to  

harm them, he must be killed in this manner. 6 These  

have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the  

days of their prophecy; and they have power over  

waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth  
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with all plagues, as often as they desire. 

(Revelation 11:4-6) 

 

 Who are these two witnesses and what does the symbolism of the olive 

trees and lampstands mean? The symbols of the olive trees and lampstands 

comes from the Old Testament book of Zechariah 4. The oil from the olive trees 

represented God’s Spirit and power and the lampstand represented the 

governor Zerubbabel who was trying to rebuild the temple. In his time of distress 

God told Zerubbabel that he would be successful “Not by might nor by power 

[that is by Zerubbabel’s power] but by My Spirit says Yahweh of hosts.”5 

 

Here in Revelation 11the two witnesses designated lampstands are fueled 

by the Spirit of God. And therefore the witnesses cannot be extinguished until 

God determines. But still the text does not tell us who they are. There are clues 

however. 

 

We are told that if anyone tries to hurt them fire will come from their 

mouths to destroy their assailants. In 2 Samuel Elijah destroys his enemies by 

calling down fire from heaven.6 And he also shut up the rain for three and a half 

years.7 And Moses had power to turn water into blood and to produce plagues.  

And so just as Christ said that John the Baptist was Elijah,8 that is he served in that 

power. So these two witnesses will serve in the spirit and power of Elijah and 

Moses. Once the Day of the LORD has begun, these two witnesses will be the 

agents used to call down some or all of the trumpet judgments. They will preach 

a message of salvation to those who will believe it and of judgment to those 

who reject God and Christ. 

 

When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends  

out of the bottomless pit will make war against them,  

overcome them, and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies  

will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is  

called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was  

crucified. 

(Revelation 11:7, 8) 

 

 No one can interfere with the ministry of these two witnesses, but once 

their work is done the beast overcomes them and kills them. Here is the first of 36 

references to the beast in Revelation. The beast is the antichrist. He is the “little 
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horn” of Daniel’s prophecy.9 He is the “abomination of desolation” that Jesus 

spoke of and the “man of sin” referenced by the apostle Paul.10 

 To say that he came from the bottomless pit or the abyss means that he is 

totally empowered by Satan. The two witnesses were a thorn in his side, but 

finally after so many have tried and failed, the beast has them killed. And for 

three and a half days the bodies of these two witnesses lie in the streets of 

Jerusalem unburied. We know they are in Jerusalem, because of the temple 

and it is called the city where the Lord was crucified. To call the city Sodom 

represents God’s estimate man’s immorality. And it is called Egypt for the 

darkness and slavery of sin. 

 

And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great  

city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where  

also our Lord was crucified. 9 Then those from the peoples,  

tribes, tongues, and nations will see their dead bodies  

three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies  

to be put into graves. 10 And those who dwell on the earth  

will rejoice over them, make merry, and send gifts to one  

another, because these two prophets tormented those  

who dwell on the earth. 

(Revelation 11:8-10) 

 

 To leave the bodies of the two witnesses unburied was to further disgrace 

and humiliate them. It is as if the Antichrist said “So, these two men are the 

power of God, are they? Well I have killed them, so I am more powerful than 

God.” The ancient Roman army had a saying “The corpse of an enemy always 

smells sweet.” 

 

 It is stunning to realize that in the last days the city meant to be the house 

of God will be the vilest of cities. And people around the world will see on Fox 

news and CNN and MSNBC the bodies of the two servants of God. While the 

two witnesses are sent primarily to the Jews, their message condemned unbelief 

and idolatry worldwide. For three and a half years these witnesses spoke God’s 

Word and caused plagues upon the unbelievers. Now that they are dead the 

world celebrates and parties like a Satanic Christmas and New Year’s Eve.  

 

The message of these two witnesses drove the world crazy—what a relief 

to know that they are dead and gone. By the way, this is the only scene of joy 

on earth during the tribulation and the judgments in the book of Revelation. But 

all the party balloons are about to pop! 
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Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life  

from God entered them, and they stood on their feet,  

and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 And they  

heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come  

up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud,  

and their enemies saw them. 13 In the same hour there  

was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.  

In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed,  

and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of  

heaven. 

(Revelation 11:11-13) 

 

 Just like our Lord was in the grave for three days to prove that he was 

really dead, God leaves His witnesses dead and in disgrace for over three days. 

But then glory follows as God raises them up to life and they ascend into 

heaven. Can you imagine the stunned fear in the world as they watch these 

servants of God ascend into glory?  

 

The beast’s victory is short-lived and hollow. Then in the same hour as an 

earthquake rocks Jerusalem seven thousand people die. And the rest give glory 

to God. As I thought about this chapter all week I saw that not even death can 

defeat the people of God. Let’s read some powerful truth from Romans 8. 

 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall  

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or  

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: 

 

“For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 

 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors  

through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that  

neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor  

powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor  

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be  

able to separate us from the love of God which is in  

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 8:35-39) 

 

 The triumph of the two witnesses should thrill our hearts, because we have 

the same victory! Should we die now or in the great tribulation, the voice of 

Christ will call us back to life.11 Our hope, guaranteed by Christ’s resurrection is 
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that death will not ultimately claim us. We believe the truth of 2 Corinthians 15: 

54 that because of the love of God and the resurrection of Christ “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.” 

 

 So, let me end where I began. Is the Bible true? God told His Old 

Testament prophets that Solomon’s temple would be destroyed. It was in 538BC. 

Jesus told his disciples that the temple and Jerusalem would be destroyed. And 

it was in 70AD. Even now in Jerusalem plans are being made for a third temple. 

As the Scripture says, 

 

“All flesh is as grass, 

And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. 

The grass withers, 

And its flower falls away,” 
25 But the word of the Lord endures forever. 

(1 Peter 1:24, 25) 

 

You can take that to the bank! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


