
Revelation 12 

 

The Woman and the Dragon 

 

 

 

 Last Sunday we read about the seventh judgment trumpet being 

sounded. And with the sounding came loud voices in heaven proclaiming, “The 

kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.” At 

that announcement you would expect the world to be full of joy and rejoicing. 

Instead Revelation 11:18 revealed that the “nations were angry.” 

 

 When Christ comes to establish his kingdom, he will not be met with shouts 

of joy, but by the defiant rage of many rebellious nations. It should be noted 

that the governments of our world are not moving towards enlightenment, 

justice and peace, rather they are being lulled and lured to follow Satan and 

the beast. 

 

 Our God is not caught off guard by all of this. The revolt against His good 

will began when Lucifer rebelled and wanted to be like the Most High God.1 

And Satan has manifested his hatred of God by attacking God’s people and by 

trying to destroy Jesus Christ. In most of Revelation chapters 12-14 the apostle 

John makes another restatement concerning the second half of the last seven 

years of this age.  

 

Actually chapter 12 is panoramic dealing with both the far past and the 

future. And as we begin chapter 12 two “signs” are seen—a woman and then a 

great fiery red dragon. The fact that these are called “signs” tells us that these 

are not literal beings, but symbols of other things. So let’s begin to read the 

chapter.  

 

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman  

clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,  

and on her head a garland of twelve stars. 2 Then  

being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain  

to give birth. 

(Revelation 12:1, 2) 

 

 John saw a “sign” in heaven, a woman adorned with the sun, moon and 

stars. The Greek word for “sign” is semion meaning an authenticating mark. The 

sign proves what something or someone is. During Christ’s earthly ministry the 
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Jewish leaders who were critical of him always asked for a sign from God to 

confirm that Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus responded by saying,  

 

An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign,  

and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the  

prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and  

three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the  

Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart  

of the earth. 

(Matthew 12:39, 40) 

 

 So, who is this woman and what does her adornment signify? Roman 

Catholics identify the woman as Mary the mother of Jesus in a misguided 

attempt to honor her. But remember this is a “sign” a symbol of something else. 

Some Protestants teach that the woman is the church. But this comes from the 

wrong idea that the church has replaced Israel and that God has no future 

plans for Israel. 

 

 In all reality, the woman represents Israel, the descendants of Abraham 

through Isaac and Jacob. The symbolism of the sun, moon and stars has its roots 

in Genesis 372. There Joseph has a dream about his exaltation and sees his 

family all bowing down to him. In the dream Jacob is the sun his mother Rachel 

is the moon and his brothers are the stars. It is this symbolism that clearly identifies 

the woman as Israel. And the woman is about to give birth to a child who will be 

Jesus Christ.3  

 

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold,  

a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and  

ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 

(Revelation 12:3) 

 

 The woman’s or Israel’s mortal enemy is Satan who appears 13 times in 

Revelation as a dragon. His color of fiery red speaks of hatred and blood and 

destruction. There has never been a murder or lie, but he inspired it.4 Every blight 

on human happiness, every failure of peace, every sorrow of the heart, every 

fevered passion that ends in violence is his mark. 

 

Satan has seven heads and diadems or crowns which represent his 

dominance over six past world empires and one future one. The ten horns 
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represent the ten nations of that future empire which I believe will be a revived 

Islamic Caliphate.  If you haven’t already I encourage you to read two books. 

One is “The Islamic Antichrist” and the other is “The Mideast Beast” by Joel 

Richardson. Both books provide critical information that I cannot provide here.  

 

His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw  

them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the  

woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her  

Child as soon as it was born. 

(Revelation 12:4) 

 

 In picturesque words we see that Satan drew one third of the angels of 

heaven to follow him in rebellion. And throughout history the devil has tried to 

destroy Israel and  kill off the child who will destroy him and be the King of kings.  

 

 It started when Cain killed Abel.5 It continued when the “sons of God” 

(fallen angels) took wives of the “daughters of men” in an attempt to pervert 

humanity, causing Noah’s flood.6 Then there was Pharaoh’s attempt to kill all the 

young male Hebrew babies.7  Then there was Haman’s attempt to wipe out the 

Jews,8 Queen Athaliah’s desire to wipe out the royal line of Judah,9 and Herod’s 

slaughter of the male babies in Bethlehem.10 And the most direct attack was the 

crucifixion of Jesus Christ. But Satan did not stop either the birth or the ministry of 

Jesus Christ. And he won’t stop God’s plans for the future. 

 

She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations  

with a rod of iron. And her Child was caught up to  

God and His throne.  

(Revelation 12:5) 

 

 This verse looks back on the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of 

Jesus Christ. Verse six jumps thousands of years after Christ’s resurrection and 

ascension to the last three and a half years of this age when Satan by way of 

the Antichrist persecutes the Jews. 

 

Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she  

has a place prepared by God, that they should feed  

her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.  

(Revelation 12:6) 
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 What we are being told here is that God will protect the remnant of 

believing Jews from Satan and the Antichrist by hiding them in the wilderness. In 

Matthew 24:16 Jesus encouraged the believers to flee from Jerusalem into the 

mountains. This wilderness, mountain area will be the area of Moab, Ammon 

and Edom which now make up modern day Jordan. Daniel 11:41 reveals that 

the Antichrist will not be able to control that country. Interestingly this is the same 

area where David hid from Saul.11 Now the scene changes from earth to 

heaven. 

 

And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels  

fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels  

fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found  

for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was  

cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,  

who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, 

 and his angels were cast out with him. 

(Revelation 12:7-9) 

 

 These verses are significant because along with verse 12, they tell us why 

Satan and his Antichrist are so evil and violent in the last days. Satan and his 

demons are kicked out of heaven, signifying that his days are numbered.  

 

 Scripture tells us that Satan has had access to heaven and God and he 

will until the last days of this age.12 But war in heaven sends him packing! I 

cannot imagine the weapons and tactics that will be used in this war. Angels 

are not in and of themselves immortal beings for Satan and his host will 

eventually perish in the lake of fire. 

 

And notice the names of the dragon. He is called the Serpent, the devil 

and Satan. As the Serpent he is the tempter of humanity. As the devil he is the 

accuser and slanderer of mankind. And as Satan he is our adversary who seeks 

to deceive and destroy. Scripture tells us that he is a deceiver and the father of 

lies.13 And it should amaze us how easily the world falls for his deceptions and 

lies. 

 

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now  

salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,  

and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser  

of our brethren, who accused them before our God day  

and night, has been cast down. 11 And they overcame  
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him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their  

testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 

(Revelation 12:10, 11) 

 

 Satan accuses us before God, because as we all know too well all of us 

sin.14 But his accusations are really an attack on the merits of Jesus Christ’s life 

and sacrifice, saying it’s not enough to save us. But here is how we overcome his 

accusations: by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony.  

 

 In Ephesians 6 we are told to put on the armor of God to battle Satan our 

adversary. And the first thing we are to do is to gird ourselves with truth. We must 

know God’s Word and believe it and obey it. We must know who we are in 

Christ and how we are supposed to live. And we are to put on the breastplate 

of righteousness. In other words protect your heart by knowing that the blood of 

Christ cleans you and justifies you of all sin.15 Know that you are righteous in 

Christ. Speak the truth to yourself and obey it.16 

 

 Speak the truth of God’s Word and of the redeeming sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ to everyone around you. So many people carry hurt and fear, self-

righteousness and guilt, shame and false pride—all of these are heavy burdens. 

Let them hear the words of Jesus who said “Come to Me, all you who labor and 

are heavy burdened, and I will give you rest.”17 

 

 That is good advice for us too! And notice too at the end of verse 11 that 

we overcome when we do not love our lives to the death. In other words it is 

better to die covered in Christ’s righteousness than to live without it. 

 

Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in  

them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!  

For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath,  

because he knows that he has a short time.” 

(Revelation 12:12) 

 

 The devil’s expulsion from heaven to earth is the catalyst for the great 

tribulation. In his anger and rage Satan goes after Israel, the woman who gave 

birth to Jesus Christ. 

 

Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to  

the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth  
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to the male Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings  

of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to  

her place, where she is nourished for a time and times  

and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.  

(Revelation 12: 13, 14) 

 

 Again, we are reading of what happens during the great tribulation 

symbolically. The woman, the Jewish remnant that believes in Jesus Christ flees 

Jerusalem, just as Jesus commanded in Matthew 24:16. And the fleeing remnant 

really doesn’t have eagle’s wings. This is symbolic. In Exodus 19:4 after God freed 

Israel from slavery in Egypt he said, “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 

and how I bore you on eagle’s wings and brought you to Myself.” 

 

 God will supernaturally protect His remnant for the last three and a half 

years of this age. But Satan and the Antichrist and his army will pursue the 

believers just as Pharaoh and his army pursued ancient Israel. And just as 

Pharaoh’s army was swallowed up by the Red Sea, so those who pursue the 

remnant will be swallowed up by the earth. 

 

So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a  

flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be  

carried away by the flood. 16 But the earth helped the  

woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed  

up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 

(Revelation 12:15, 16) 

 

 The imagery in the phrase “like a flood” tells us that this is symbolic. Satan 

and the Antichrist send out an army unit after the faithful, but they are running 

into a trap. Perhaps it is one of the many earthquakes during this time that 

swallows up these attackers. Remember these believers are fleeing into what is 

now the area of western Jordan. And the Antichrist is forbidden by God to take 

control of this land. He will have much of the Arab world in the revived 

Caliphate, But not Jordan. 

 

 So, how will the dragon respond to his inability to savage the remnant of 

Israel? He will turn his rage to the Christians. 

 

And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he 

 went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep  

the commandments of God and have the testimony of  

Jesus Christ.  

(Revelation 12:17) 

 



 Satan will turn his evil hate against every follower of Jesus Christ that he 

can find, both Jew and Gentile. But we do not have to wait until the great 

tribulation to face the hatred of Satan. We face it today. 1 Peter 5:8, 9 declares,  

 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil  

walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may  

devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that  

the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood  

in the world. 

 

 When the devil throws trouble at you, then as Scripture says, “Cast all your 

care upon God, because He cares for you.”18 When anxiety and worries  are 

bombarding you then, “let you requests be made to God and the peace of 

God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.”19 

 

 When he roars at you saying, “you are no good, you’re a sinner, your 

spiritually lazy, you are a self-righteous hypocrite”; when the devil tries to make 

you see yourself as less than what God says, then quote the Word of God. The 

Bible says, “But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God.”20 

 

 Remind yourself of the Word of God and be diligent to obey it. And 

remind Satan of his future doom. 
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