
Revelation 13 

 

The Two Beasts 

 

 

 

 I know it has not been easy going through these teaching in the book of 

Revelation. These teachings have been informative, but they have not been 

pleasant. Still 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us that “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 

God” so that we know what to believe and how to live rightly.  

 

Plus, in the very beginning of this book we are told that there is a blessing 

to those who read the book and obey it. And even though we are going 

through some very dark and frightening chapters, we will come out of the storm 

to see a victorious Christ and God dwelling with His people, in a kingdom where 

there are no more tears or sorrow or death. 

 

Chapter 12 told us about a dragon who had seven heads depicting 

Satan’s dominance over seven past empires. The dragon also had ten horns 

representing the ten countries that will make up the future satanically 

empowered empire. In the book of Daniel chapter 2 this future empire is 

represented by the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image in his dream. 

 

This dragon attempted to destroy a woman representing Israel so that he 

could prevent the birth of Jesus Christ. he failed and then there was war in 

heaven and Satan was cast out of heaven to the earth. And in his fury, knowing 

that his time is short he persecutes the people of God. During the time of the 

great tribulation this persecution will come from the hand of one called the 

beast, the apostle Paul’s “man of sin”1 and the apostle John’s “Antichrist.”2 

Revelation 13 is about this man’s rise to power. 

 

Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast  

rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten  

horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a 

blasphemous name. 

(Revelation 13:1) 

 

 The phrase “Then I stood on the sand” should read “The he” the dragon, 

Satan, “stood on the sand.” Satan is calling forth the beast out of the sea. This is 

a reference to Daniel 7 where Daniel saw four great beasts or empires emerge 
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from Gentile nations. Also Revelation 17 tells us that the sea and water represent 

nations.  

 

The beast is a mirror image of the dragon, Satan. He fully represents the 

heart and character of Satan. In the context the beast is a person, the Antichrist 

and his future empire. The seven heads are past empires and the ten horns are 

the countries of the seventh and future eighth empire of the Antichrist. Each of 

the past empires often dealt with Israel in very despotic and destructive ways. 

From John’s original point of view the seventh empire was still future, for us it is 

past. I’ll explain in a little bit. 

 

The seven past empires were Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, 

Greece, Rome and then after John’s lifetime, the Islamic Caliphate. The 

Caliphate burst upon the world stage in the sixth century A.D. And it quickly 

dominated the middle-east and north Africa. The last vestiges of the eastern 

Roman Empire fell to the Islamic Empire in 1453 when Mahmet the Conqueror 

took Constantinople in Turkey and called it Istanbul.  

 

This empire, later called the Ottoman Empire lasted until after World War 1, 

then it died, in November of 1922. Continuing the pattern of previous empires 

the Islamic Empire has been anti-Yahweh, anti-Jewish and anti-Christian. And it 

has and will have a blasphemous name, because it will deny Yahweh, the true 

God.  

 

Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet  

were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth  

of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and  

great authority.  

(Revelation 13:2) 

 

 This symbolism for the future Islamic Empire again has its roots in Daniel 7. 

The metaphor of the leopard represents the Greek Empire under Alexander the 

Great. The bear signifies the Medo-Persian Empire. And the lion stands for 

Babylon. Many Bible scholars think, as I once did the Antichrist’s empire would 

be a revived Roman empire. But this Scripture corrects that error. 

 

 The revived Islamic Empire, with Antichrist as its leader will include ten 

countries (hence ten horns) that were in the Babylonian. Medo-Persian and 

Greek Empires. And it will be the dragon, Satan, who will give this empire and 

the Antichrist all of his power, dominion and authority. Do you remember in Luke 

4, Satan offered Jesus Christ all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would worship 

him? Obviously Satan has now found someone to do just that—terrifying.  

 

And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally  



wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all  

the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they  

worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast;  

and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the  

beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 

(Revelation 13:3, 4) 

 

 There are Bible teachers who say that the head that is wounded almost 

unto death is the coming Antichrist. Others teach that the head that is wounded 

was the first Islamic Empire that came to an end in 1922 and it will be revived in 

the future. Even now there are plans for this Caliphate. Remember the “heads” 

represent empires. So the world will marvel to see a revived, strong Islamic 

Caliphate. And the world will unknowingly worship the dragon, Satan. 

 

 We need to understand “all the world” here as all of the Islamic world. This 

will include more than the middle-east. And notice too that war against the 

beast will be difficult if not impossible. Think of all the “sleeper” terrorist cells 

around the world. 

 

And he was given a mouth speaking great things and  

blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue  

for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in  

blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His  

tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was  

granted to him to make war with the saints and to  

overcome them. And authority was given him over  

every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

(Revelation 13:5, 7) 

 

 The Antichrist’s tyrannical rule will be during the last three and a half years 

of the last seven years of this age. And he will blaspheme God. In 2 

Thessalonians the apostle Paul wrote that this lawless man will deny Yahweh and 

claim that he himself is the true God.3 And we are told here and in Daniel 7 that 

he will persecute and kill God’s people. Daniel 12 tells us that the most intense 

persecution will be in Israel. But this attack on God’s people will also include 

Jews and Christians worldwide. 

 

 The primary purpose of all of this is to turn people away from faith in 

Yahweh and Jesus Christ. And even though it seems that the Antichrist will rule 

the entire world, he will not. In Daniel 11 we are told that the beast will not have 

Jordan and he will be disturbed by concerns of wars from other countries.  
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All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names  

have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain  

from the foundation of the world. 

(Revelation 13:8) 

 

 This is such a fantastic verse in that it promises that true believers in God 

and Christ will never be deceived by the Antichrist. God foresaw the victory of 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ before the foundation of the world, and thus the 

spiritual safety of those who believe in Christ as their Lord and Savior. And 

Romans 8:29, 30 tells us that God knew you too even before you were born. And 

He called you to the good news and He justified you and He will glorify you.  

 

 Last Sunday I mentioned how important it is to know the Bible and to allow 

the truth to penetrate and fill your heart and mind. There is a study at the end of 

this teaching on who you are in Christ. Let me encourage you to rivet these 

truths in your heart and mind. 

 

If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into  

captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the  

sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience  

and the faith of the saints. 

(Revelation 13:9, 10) 

 

 There are two profound truths here and one is this: there will be those of 

God’s people who will be imprisoned and killed during the great tribulation. 

Therefore accept with patience and faith the things you must endure. Even now 

we may have to endure suffering and persecution. The apostle Peter wrote 

about this. 

 

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial  

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened  

to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 

sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be  

glad with exceeding joy. 

(1 Peter 4:12, 13) 

 

 The Christian who is persecuted for his or her faith is going through what 

Jesus suffered. But just as he is now glorified forever so you will be too. The 

second truth here is that both the Antichrist and his followers who do this evil will 

suffer the same fate and much worse. Now a second beast is revealed. 

 

Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth,  

and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon.  
12 And he exercises all the authority of the first beast in  



his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell  

in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was  

healed. 

(Revelation 13:11, 12) 

 

 The first beast, the Antichrist and his empire came from the sea, that is the 

Gentile nations. This second beast comes from the earth, which should be 

understood as the land—Israel. This beast is the false prophet and he will be 

Jewish. In Matthew 24:24 Jesus warned that false Christ’s and false prophets will 

arise and do miracles. This beast has two horns like a lamb. We don’t usually 

think of sheep as having horns, but some species do. So the false prophet will 

have power granted to him by the Antichrist.  

 

 You should know that one of the teachings of Islam is that Jesus is not 

God’s Son. And Jesus did not die as a sacrifice for our sins on the cross. Jesus 

escaped to heaven, but he will return. And when he returns he will declare that 

Judaism and Christianity are false and that only Allah is God.4 This is exactly what 

the false prophet does here in Revelation 13. 

 

He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire  

come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of  

men. 

(Revelation 13:13) 

 

 This second beast has the same kind of Satanic power as the Antichrist. 

And he will have a great spiritual influence upon many people in the world. Now 

remember, God will have his two witnesses during this time. And so there will be 

a show of force between God’s witnesses and the false prophet, just like there 

was between Pharaoh’s magicians and Moses. 

 

And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those  

signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast,  

telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to  

the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.  
15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of  

the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak  

and cause as many as would not worship the image of the  

beast to be killed. 

(Revelation 13: 14, 15) 

 

 Why are people deceived into worshipping the beast? That’s a good 

question, isn’t it? Let’s read 2 Thessalonians 2 to get the answer. 
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The coming of the lawless one is according to the working  

of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and  

with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,  

because they did not receive the love of the truth, that  

they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send  

them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie 

(2 Thessalonians 2:9-11) 

 

 Those who refuse to hear and love the truth of God’s Word will get just 

what they want. They will be deceived into believing a lie just as they do now. 

 

 Verse 15 tells us that the image of the beast will be set up in the Jewish 

temple. And somehow it becomes animated and speaks causing people to 

worship before it. As I read this I thought about Nebuchadnezzar’s image and 

how everyone had to bow down and worship it. Only Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego refused.5 This image of the beast is the abomination that both Daniel 

and Jesus warned about.6 

 

He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free  

and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on  

their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except  

one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the  

number of his name. 

(Revelation 13:16, 17) 

 

 As I mentioned earlier, I do not believe that this will be worldwide in 

scope. But Christians in the first century faced a similar problem. Once a year 

they had to worship Caesar and say “Caesar is Lord.” Many who refused to 

worship Caesar had their lives made very difficult. And many lost their lives. All of 

this will happen again. The false prophet will demand that people swear 

allegiance to the beast and wear his mark on their right hand or forehead. And 

the beasts name is inherent in a numbering system.  

 

Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate  

the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His  

number is 666. 

(Revelation 13:18) 

 

 The number six is the number for man and it falls short of God’s perfect 

number seven. The Antichrist will be the most powerful person in the world, but 

he will still be a man and not God as he asserts. 
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 But there is more here as well. This number is a symbol that reveals the 

character, claims, actions and motives of the beast. When John saw the 

number 666 he did not see numbers like we do. The Greek language did not 

have Arabic numbers as we do. They wrote out their numbers using words. And 

so John would have seen the Greek letters Chi Xi Stigma. 

 

 What does it mean? A number of Bible teachers, including myself claim 

the beast, the Antichrist and his empire is a revived Islamic caliphate in the 

Middle East. When you read these Greek letters from right to left, as you would in 

Arabic, they spell out the word Bismillah meaning in Arabic, “in the name of 

Allah.” 

 

All of this is very disturbing, isn’t it? What can we say after reading this 

chapter? Simply this—it’s not the end of the book! The very next chapter begins 

with Christ standing victoriously on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem.  

 

Finally, Islam is and will be used as a tool of Satan. But God loves all 

people, even Muslims. And we are told in 1 Timothy 2L4 that God desires all men 

to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. And so we have work to 

do: let’s be about our Father’s business. 

 

 

 

Who I am in Christ  

 I am accepted in Christ  
 

I am God's child: John 1:12; 1 John 3:1, 2; Romans 8:14-16  

I am Christ's friend: John 15:15  

I have been justified and made righteous before God: Romans 3:21-26; 5:1; 2 

Corinthians 5:21  

I am united with the Lord and one with him in the Spirit: 1 Corinthians 6:17; Colossians 

1:27  

I am a member of Christ's body: 1 Corinthians 12:27  

I have been adopted and made an heir of God: Ephesians 1:5; Romans 8:15-17  

I have direct access to God through Christ by the Spirit: Ephesians 2:18  

I have been delivered from Satan's power, brought into the kingdom of God, and forgiven 

of all my sins: Colossians 1:12-14  

I am complete in Christ: Colossians 2:10  

 I am secure in Christ  
 

I am free forever of condemnation and shall never come under God's wrath: Romans 8:1, 

2; John 3:16-18  

I know that all things work together for good for those who love God: Romans 8:28  



I cannot ever be separated from the love of God: Romans 8:35  

I have been anointed and sealed by God's spirit which guarantees my salvation and 

inheritance: 2 Corinthians 1:21; Ephesians 1:13, 14  

My life is hidden with Christ in God: Colossians 3:3  

God will bring to full completion the good work He began in me: Philippians 1:6  

I am a citizen of God's kingdom and member of His household: Ephesians 2:19  

I have full access to all of God's grace and mercy in time of need: Romans 5:1, 2; 

Hebrews 4:16  

He who is in me is greater than the evil one who is in the world: 1 John 4:14; 5:18  

 I am significant in Christ  
 

I am the salt and the light of the earth: Matthew 5:13, 14  

I am a branch of the true vine. Christ's life flows through me: John 15:1, 5; Galatians 

2:20  

I can produce godly fruit: John 15:16; Galatians 5:22, 23  

I can manifest the Spirit for the good of the church: 1 Corinthians 12:7  

I am a witness and ambassador for Jesus Christ: Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20  

With other believers I am growing into a holy temple in the Lord; a dwelling place of 

God in the Spirit: Ephesians 2:21, 22  

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm: Ephesians 2:6  

I am God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works: Ephesians 2:10  

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me: Philippians 4:13  

 

 

 

 


