
Revelation 14 

 

A Preview of Things to Come 

 

 

 

 Before we begin reading chapter 14, let’s take a moment to remember 

where we are in the book of Revelation. The book began with a glorious 

description of God and the Lord Jesus Christ. This was followed by Christ’s letters 

to seven churches chastising sin and encouraging faith, hope and love. Then 

John began to prophesy about the last seven years of this age, known as 

Daniel’s 70th week. 

 

 Jesus took the scroll of destiny from God’s hand and began to unrollit 

revealing the future by removing the scrolls seven seals. The first seal revealed a 

deceiver who conquers. This is the Antichrist, the beast who makes a seven year 

treaty with Israel. The second seal brings about various wars. The third seal brings 

great famine. Then after three and a half years the Antichrist breaks his treaty 

with Israel, stops the Jewish sacrifices in the temple, and sets himself up as God. 

This begins the great tribulation; the persecution and deaths of Jews and 

Christians during the fourth and fifth seals.  

 

 After the sixth seal the sun become black and the moon like blood, but 

this is the sign that the tribulation will be cut short. This is because the Lord Jesus 

Christ raises the dead, transforms living believers and gathers them all together 

to heaven before the wrath of God is poured out on the earth.  

 

 Then one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews are sealed for God. And 

the seventh seal is opened revealing the seven trumpet judgments. The Day of 

the Lord’s wrath has come. Then we read of six trumpet judgments and two 

woes. When the seventh trumpet is blown we are told that the third woes is 

coming. And that the kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our 

Lord and of His Christ.  

 

 Then there was an interlude in Revelation where John gave us a symbolic 

flash back about Israel and the birth of Christ and of ward in heaven and of 

Satan being cast to the earth. Then there was another flash back where we saw 

the rise of the beast, the Antichrist and the rise of the false prophet. Now the 

seventh trumpet will reveal seven bowl judgments. This is the third woe. The last 

three and a half years of this age is over. Christ physically returns to the earth. His 

return and the bowl judgments occur during thirty days when Christ fights 

against the beast, leading to the battle of Armageddon.  Here in chapter 14 we 

get a preview of his return and the bowl judgments to come.  

 



Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount  

Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand,  

having His Father’s name written on their foreheads. 

(Revelation 14:1) 

 

 Here is a reappearance of the one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews 

who were sealed for protection before the Day of the Lord. They are the faithful 

remnant and the first fruits of all Israel who will be saved. And notice where they 

are. They are standing on Mount Zion in Jerusalem with the Lord Jesus Christ. He 

is symbolized as a lamb.  

 

 This is a picture of Christ’s physical return to the earth. This coming is not to 

rapture the church, which has already happened. This is to gather those in Israel 

who will be saved, to destroy the Antichrist and to reclaim God’s rule over the 

world. Now, heavenly music is heard.  

 

And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of  

many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder.  

And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps.  
3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne,  

before the four living creatures, and the elders; and  

no one could learn that song except the hundred  

and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from  

the earth. 

(Revelation 14:2, 3) 

 

 This great choir sounded like the voice of many waters and the voice of 

thunder. It was loud! And yet it was melodic like many harps. This choir is the 

innumerable company of all the saved; all the believers who have been 

raptured to heaven. Just think, you and I will be there! And whether you think 

you can sing now or think you can’t sing, you will sing then. And you will sing a 

beautiful, majestic song of being redeemed. And your redemption was not with 

corruptible things like silver and gold, but by the precious blood of Christ.1 

 

 You know, music is such an important part of the Christian experience. 

Many of the psalms, all of which are songs, encourage us to sing. Ephesians 5 

tells us to encourage one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. 

And what we will sing before the throne of God is the joy of being redeemed. 

This is why no one on earth can learn the song except the one hundred and 

forty-four thousand, because they are redeemed too. And now we will see the 

characteristics of this sealed remnant of Israel.  

 

                                                           
1
 1 Peter 1:18, 19 



These are the ones who were not defiled with women, 

 for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the  

Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from  

among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb.  
5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are  

without fault before the throne of God. 

(Revelation 14:4, 5) 

 

 First, we are told that this remnant was not defiled by women. Most 

commentators have a field day with this verse. They say they were celibate or 

castrated, etc. But I think they are missing a deeper truth. First sexual intimacy 

between a husband and wife is not defiling. And women do not defile anyone. 

God created both men and women to benefit one another. And so I believe 

the idea here is that they did not commit spiritual fornication. They did not 

worship the beast. They stayed faithful to their Lord, the bridegroom.  

 

 Secondly, during the bowl judgments they will follow Christ where ever he 

goes as he reclaims the world. Thirdly, as the redeemed of Israel they are the 

firstfruits of all those in Israel who will be saved in the future. In Romans 11:25, the 

apostle Paul wrote that when the fullness of the Gentiles comes, when the last 

Gentile is saved, then all Israel who believe in Christ will be redeemed. And 

finally, in their mouths was no deceit. In other words when they spoke about 

God and Christ they told the whole truth. 

 

 These are transformed people. They trust the crucified and now glorified 

Messiah and they have committed their lives to him. And so they are without 

fault before the throne of God. So am I and so are you! In praise to God at the 

end of his short, but powerful letter Jude wrote,  

 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, 

And to present you faultless 

Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 
25 To God our Savior,  

Who alone is wise,  

Be glory and majesty, 

Dominion and power,  

Both now and forever. 

Amen. 

(Jude 24, 25) 

 

 Not a one of us will stumble in the sense that we will miss out on our full 

salvation. God is able to keep us from stumbling. In 1 Peter 1:5 we are told that 

we are kept by the power of God. Now, beginning in verse 6, there are three 

angelic proclamations made to the whole world.  



Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven,  

having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who  

dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and  

people— 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give  

glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and  

worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and  

springs of water.” 

(Revelation 14:6, 70 

 

 The phrase “midst of heaven” comes from a Greek term denoting the 

point in the sky where the sun reaches its zenith. This is the highest and brightest 

point. And the angel preaches the eternal gospel and it centers on the fact that 

God is the ultimate judge, because He is the Creator of all things. This is one of a 

number of Scriptures that deals with the fact that all of creation points to the 

reality of God. Psalm 19 proclaims “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 

the firmament His handiwork.” In Romans 1:20 Paul wrote, 

 

For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes  

are clearly seen, being understood by the things that  

are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so  

that they are without excuse,  

 

 And you and I are a part of God’s creation too. We breathe, because 

God has put breath life in us. We think and love, because God gave us intellect 

and feelings. Paul told the philosophers at Athens that “in Him [God] we live and 

move and have our being.”2 Our very existence bears witness to the fact that 

we owe allegiance and respect to our Creator God. But because of sin so many 

people suppress this truth. They reject God and deny His existence. Romans 1:22 

says that people who do this profess to be wise when in fact they are fools. The 

angel proclaims that time is short, repent and fear God. Now a second angel.  

 

And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen,  

is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations  

drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

(Revelation 14:8) 

 

 This is the first mention of “Babylon the Great” in the book of revelation. 

The original city of Babylon was the birthplace of organized idolatry. This is where 

the Tower of Babel was built. The tower was a monument to rebellion against 

God. Babylon is the symbol of all of humanity organized politically, economically 

and religiously against God. It reaches its apex in the final empire and religion of 

the Antichrist, but it is doomed.  
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Ephesians 2 tells us that the “prince of the power of the air”, Satan, has 

manipulated the course of this world. He seduces and deceives everyone to 

drink of the wine of his spiritual fornication and idolatry. And so we “conduct 

ourselves in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 

mind,” therefore “we are children of wrath” until the gospel is believed and we 

are saved. Galatians 1:4 tells us that Jesus Christ gave himself for us that he 

might deliver us from this present evil age.  

 

Babylon has deceived and seduced all nations of people. It has caused 

the world to be intoxicated by its deceitful lusts. But Babylon is doomed to 

destruction. The actual fall will be in revelation 17 and 18. But so sure is its fall that 

it is stated here as having already occurred. Now finally the third angel.  

 

Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud  

voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image,  

and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand,  
10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of  

God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of  

His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and  

brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in  

the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their  

torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no 

 rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image,  

and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

(Revelation 14:9-11) 

 

 The third angel announces the final punishment of the Antichrist and all of 

those who put their faith and trust in him. They will face the wrath of God and be 

tormented with fire and brimstone as they are destroyed. Now these verses 

make it seem like these people will be tormented forever. They will not. 

Revelation 20 tells us that those whose fate is the lake of fire perish in the second 

death. There are only two destinies for every man and women. One is 

everlasting life and the other is to perish—to be annihilated.3 

 

 Here in Revelation 14 we have a reminder of the destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorrah. Genesis 19 tells us that the morning after it was destroyed, 

Abraham went to see the disaster and all he saw was dense smoke, like that of 

a furnace. The cities were destroyed and the people annihilated. Jesus spoke of 

perishing in Gehenna (hell). Gehenna was the garbage dump outside of 

Jerusalem where refuse and the bodies of criminals were consumed in the 

flames. The terrifying truth here is that there will be no rest while they are being 

destroyed. But destroyed they will be.  
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Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who  

keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write:  

‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors,  

and their works follow them.” 

(Revelation 14:12, 13) 

 

 These two verses as they are translated in are controversial. Are only the 

people who die in the Lord after the tribulation blessed? And why is one blessed 

when he or she dies?  We know from 1 Corinthians 15 that death is an enemy. 

But the controversy is cleared up when you realize that the phrase “from now 

on” really belongs to the beginning of the next sentence. And so the verse 

should read.  

 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Henceforth  

[from now on], Yes, says the Spirit, let them rest from  

their labors and their works follow them. 

 

 In other words, in contrast to the deaths and fate of the wicked, believers 

who die in the Lord have great hope of everlasting life. They have rest from their 

toils. And they will be rewarded for their work.4 Now in the final seven verses we 

have a symbolic preview of the judgment at the battle of Armageddon.  

 

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the  

cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head  

a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And  

another angel came out of the temple, crying with a  

loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your  

sickle and reap, for the time has come for You[i] to reap,  

for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on  

the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth  

was reaped. 

 
17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is  

in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 18 And another  

angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire,  

and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp  

sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the  

clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully  

ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and  

gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the  
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great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress  

was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the 

winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six  

hundred furlongs. 

(Revelation 14:14-20) 

 

 There is again some controversy over these two reaping judgments. And 

there is controversy over who the one like the Son of Man is. To the best of my 

reason and time in study and prayer here is what I believe about this passage of 

Scripture. The one like the Son of Man is none other than Jesus Christ. Some 

commentators say that it cannot be Christ, because it says “like” the Son of 

Man. But the same expression “like the Son of Man” is used in prophecy for Jesus 

Christ in Daniel 7:13. This title tells us that Jesus is a human being, descended 

from Adam and therefore he has the right to the title deed of the earth. And 

Jesus has the right to execute judgment, because God has committed all 

judgment to His Son.5  

 

 As for the two reapings they are a metaphor. In other words the earth is 

ripe for harvest. Wickedness and rebellion against God has reached its summit. 

This passage of Scripture is very much like Joel 3 concerning reapings and 

judgments leading up to the battle of Armageddon. I believe the first reaping 

represents the coming seven bowl judgments. And the second reaping is the 

battle of Armageddon.  

 

 The carnage of that event will be horrific. A horse’s bridle is about four 

and a half feet high. And one thousand and six hundred furlongs is about 180-

200 miles in distance. There is not enough blood on earth to raise the level that 

high for that distance. But the war will begin in the general area of Jerusalem 

and move the valley of Jezreel where Mount Megiddo is.  

 

The trampling of the grapes of God’s wrath will be so severe that the 

blood of those slain will splatter four and a half feet high for 200 miles. This is such 

a tragic scene for those who have rejected God’s offer of salvation through 

Jesus Christ. Rather than being gathered to the heart of God they will be 

trampled under the feet of Christ.  

 

Men and women are made by God to worship some absolute power. If 

we do not worship the one true God we will give our allegiance to someone or 

something else. The bottom line is there is always a choice. God calls, but do we 

answer? In Romans 1:16 the apostle Paul wrote that he was not ashamed of the 

gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation to everyone who believes.  
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 There is the “rub” as Shakespeare would say. You have a choice: 

will you believe God or refuse Him? For those of us who do believe, let us so live 

that our works will follow us into everlasting life and glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


