
Revelation 15 

 

Prelude to the Bowl Judgments 

 

 

 

 Why does creation exist? Why do you and I exist? The answer is simple and 

yet profound. We exist to bring praise and glory to God. Psalm 148 resounds with 

these words,  

 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

Praise Him in the heights! 
2 Praise Him, all His angels; 

Praise Him, all His hosts! 
3 Praise Him, sun and moon; 

Praise Him, all you stars of light! 

(Verses 1-3) 

 

Psalm 19:1 declares, “The heavens declare the glory of God.” In Isaiah 43:6, 7 

God commands,  

 

Bring My sons from afar, 

And My daughters from the ends of the earth— 
7 Everyone who is called by My name,  

Whom I have created for My glory 

 

 This is why there is a creation, to bring glory to God. This is why you and I 

exist, to bring glory to God. When we confess Jesus Christ as Lord it is to the glory 

of God.1 When we love and serve in the power given to us by God we bring 

glory to Him.2 Every butterfly, every galaxy was designed to point to the majesty 

of God. Every human being created in the image of God was designed to do 

what images do, we are here to image, resemble, to mirror God, all to His glory. 

 

 Sin has changed all of that. All of creation has been corrupted by sin and 

does not fully reflect the glory of God. But this is what redemption is all about. 

God promised and worked to redeem His people and here is why. In 1 Samuel 

12:22 the prophet Samuel said, “For Yahweh will not forsake His people, for His 

great name’s sake.” 

 

                                                           
1
 Philippians 2:11 

2
 1 Peter 4:10, 11 



 In other words, God will not leave His people in the corruption of sin, 

because His name, His reputation, His fame, His glory is on the line. In Ephesians 

1:4-6 we are told that God made us “holy and without blame before Him in 

love” and predestined to “adoption…to the praise of the glory of His grace.” 

Our adoption to be God’s heirs and receive everlasting life and glory is all to the 

glory of God. 

 

Now, isn’t this selfish of God to want us to focus on Him, to praise Him and 

to glorify Him? Well, is it selfish to want a rose to gloriously blossom as a rose? Is it 

selfish to want to see the dignity and beauty of humanity? No, it is not and all of 

this is for the glory of God. Psalm 37:4 tells us, “Delight yourself also in Yahweh, 

And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” To live for the glory of God is to 

find meaning and purpose and pleasure and there is no selfishness in God for 

wanting this.  

 

Revelation 15 is a prelude to the devastating bowl judgments of God 

upon people who are filled to the brim with sin. They will be condemned and 

destroyed and John 3:19 tells us why:  

 

And this is the condemnation, that the light has come  

into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,  

because their deeds were evil. 

 

This is where the world is at the beginning of the bowl judgments. No one will 

repent, because they love darkness more than light. The Antichrist (the beast) 

and his followers do not desire to glorify God. They are overflowing with the sinful 

pride of Lucifer. But, chapter 15 first shows us another group pf people: joyful, 

exuberant people, singing loudly and gladly because they are redeemed. You 

and I will be a part of this future choir. 

 

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous:  

seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them  

the wrath of God is complete. 

(Revelation 15:1) 

 

 John begins by telling us that he saw “another sign” in heaven. This 

statement takes us back to the two signs in chapter 12. The first sign was a 

woman clothed with the sun, moon and stars. This was Israel who brought forth 

the Christ. The second sign was a great dragon with seven heads and ten horns. 

This was Satan and his satanically influenced empires who tried to stop the birth 

of Christ. And then through the Antichrist and his empire persecutes both Jews 

and Christians. This third sign is the final outcome of this conflict between the 

woman and the dragon: the conflict between good and evil. The outcome is 



the destruction of the wicked. And John tells us that this sign is great and 

marvelous! 

 

 Can the plagues and the wrath of God really be great and marvelous? 

Yes! And here is why. Think back to when the people of Israel were slaves in 

Egypt. Think about their toils and sufferings. Think about all the people who were 

abused and beaten and whipped and killed. Think about the poverty and pain 

and how Pharaoh had all the baby boys killed.  

 

 Finally God sends Moses and there is the exodus. But then you see 

Pharaoh’s army in hot pursuit and terrors strikes your heart. You are trapped 

between the army and the Red Sea. But God parts the Sea and Israel crosses on 

dry ground. But the army is still in pursuit, until the Red Sea swallows up Pharaoh’s 

army. Can you imagine the joy and rejoicing? God had crushed Israel’s enemy. 

They were safe! 

 

Now, think of all the sin in the world, all the pain, all the injustice, all the 

evil, the robberies, the rapes, the murders, the suffering, the heart break. The 

wrath of God will put an end to all of this one day. Surely this is great and 

marvelous! 

 

And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire,  

and those who have the victory over the beast, over his  

image and over his mark and over the number of his  

name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of God.  

(Revelation 15:2) 

 

 We saw a sea of glass before in Revelation 4:6. It is the crystal like floor 

before the throne of God. Now it is mixed with fire, because judgment and 

wrath are to be poured out on the wicked. But there is also a huge group of 

people who have victory over the beast. These are God’s people, believers 

saved by faith in the work of Jesus Christ. 

 

 In the world’s eyes Christians are often seen as losers. Today we are often 

side lined or mocked. In the great tribulation believers will be imprisoned and 

killed. Yet here in Revelation 15 we see the church is victorious. This is an insightful 

and powerful picture of how God exalts the lowly and brings down the proud 

and haughty.  

 

 One of the most deep rooted, sinful defects we have is our mule like 

insistence that our perceptions and understandings are correct. Sometimes no 

matter how hopelessly we are wrong we are deluded and think we are right. 

The Antichrist and those who follow him are a prime example of this disorder. The 



Antichrist will imprison, torture and murder believers under the illusion that he is 

proving to the world that he is all powerful.  

 

 In reality he is Satan’s puppet and he along with Satan will be destroyed. 

And the believers Antichrist thinks he has destroyed will live in glory forever. And 

these victorious believers among whom you and I will stand have two songs to 

sing. WE will sing the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb. The songs are not 

about Moses of Jesus Christ. They are written by Moses and Christ.  

 

 The song of Moses is the very first song recorded in Scripture, in Exodus 15 

after crossing the Red Sea. Here are some of the lyrics. 

 

I will sing to Yahweh, 

For He has triumphed gloriously! 

The horse and its rider 

He has thrown into the sea! 
2 Yahweh is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation; 

He is my God, and I will praise Him;  

 

Who is like You, O YAHWEH, among the gods? 

Who is like You, glorious in holiness, 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 

(Exodus 15:1, 2, 11) 

 

Now, here is the song of the Lamb in Revelation 15. 

 

They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and  

the song of the Lamb, saying: 

 

“Great and marvelous are Your works, 

Lord God Almighty! 

Just and true are Your ways, 

O King of the saints! 
4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 

For You alone are holy. 

For all nations shall come and worship before You, 

For Your judgments have been manifested.” 

(Revelation 15:3, 4) 

 

 This is the song of the Lamb that we will one day sing. And what we are 

singing is this: You Lord God Almighty are matchless, incomparable, peerless, 

unequaled, un-paralleled, and unrivaled. There is no other God like You, 

because you are the Creator of there is.  



 In verse 3 the phrase “King of the saints” should read “King of the nations.” 

One day all of the nations will worship the one true God. Psalm 86:9 proclaims,  

 

All nations whom You have made 

Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 

And shall glorify Your name. 

 

Zechariah 8:22 declares,  

 

Yes, many peoples and strong nations 

Shall come to seek Yahweh of hosts in Jerusalem, 

And to pray before Yahweh.’ 

 

 This will happen in the future. But it is already an inaugurated reality today. 

In Matthew 28:19 our Lord said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” In 1 

Timothy 2:4 we read that God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the 

knowledge of the truth.” By God’s grace our ministry is helping to make this 

happen. Isn’t that wonderful? What is taught here is being heard and taught in 

Poland, Germany, Norway, Kenya, Tanzania, Burundi, South Africa, India 

Pakistan and Myanmar. Praise God! 

 

 Now from verses 5-8 the stage is set for the final bowl judgments on 

unbelieving, wicked humanity. 

 

After these things I looked, and behold, the temple of  

the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.  
6 And out of the temple came the seven angels having  

the seven plagues, clothed in pure bright linen, and  

having their chests girded with golden bands. 7 Then one  

of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven  

golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and  

ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of  

God and from His power, and no one was able to enter the  

temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were  

completed. 

(Revelation 15:5-8) 

 

 Just think about the scene John observed. First there is the opening of the 

temple or literally the inner sanctuary: the Holy of Holies where God dwells. And 

he sees the tabernacle of testimony. In other words he sees the law of God 

which has been broken. John does not see the mercy seat or the Ark of the 

Covenant. He does not see the blood of the Lamb. All he sees is the law, which 

means judgment and only judgment and condemnation. 

 



 Then he sees the four living creatures giving seven bowls of wrath to seven 

glorious angels. The bowls are not like soup bowls; they are more like shallow 

saucers. This indicates that whatever plagues are in the bowls will be poured out 

swiftly. And the entire scene is filled with smoke. And no one could enter the 

temple. 

 

 No one can enter, because the time has come when salvation and 

repentance is no longer possible. For thousands of years God has been patient 

and gracious and merciful with mankind, but not anymore. Once the bowl 

judgments begin they will happen with machine gun rapidity. And it is too late 

to pray. 

 

 At this point the last three and half years of the age are over. These bowl 

judgments will happen in a brief intense period of thirty days as Jesus Christ 

reclaims the earth. In Daniel 12:11, 12 the angel Gabriel told Daniel that from the 

time of the Antichrist’s abomination and the persecution of God’s people there 

will be one thousand, two hundred and ninety days—the last three and a half 

years of this age. This will be followed by thirty more days for judgment. And this 

will be followed by forty-five more days when the world is renewed. 

 

 It is difficult for many of us to understand the fearful wrath of God. Isn’t 

God all love” Is He not a God of grace and mercy? Yes, God is gracious and 

merciful. Romans 3:23 tells us that all of us, all of us have fallen short of the glory 

of God. So in mercy God gave His Son Jesus Christ to bear the consequences of 

all of our sins. According to 2 Corinthians 5:21, God made Christ “who knew no 

sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

 But there are those who reject God, who spit in His face, who steal, kill and 

destroy. God’s wrath is His holy and pure anger and vengeance against all evil. 

It is just and righteous and good. In Isaiah 2:12, 17 we are told this: 

 

For the day of the Lord of hosts 

Shall come upon everything proud and lofty, 

Upon everything lifted up— 

And it shall be brought low— 

 

The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, 

And the haughtiness of men shall be brought low; 

The Lord alone will be exalted in that day 

 

 When the world is purged of evil that all the redeemed, created in the 

image of God, will do what images do. We will reflect God’s image in all that we 

do and say, all to the glory of God. 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 


