
Revelation 16 

 

The Bowl Judgments 

 

 

 

 Before we read God’s Word concerning the future bowl judgments, let’s 

think about something. God created this breathtaking, dazzling universe and 

world. And He created us in His image and likeness. He provided in our world all 

that is needed and good for us. He gave us dominion over the earth. And He 

placed the earth in our galaxy in such a way that we can observe the universe 

outside of our galaxy. And as the apostle Paul wrote in Acts 14, God, 

 

did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did  

good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons,  

filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

(v. 17) 

 

 Generally the world around us points to a Creator, to God and the fact 

that He is good. And yet, on our own we would try to overthrow God and kill Him 

if we could and set ourselves on His throne. This is what Lucifer, the Devil 

attempted to do when he rebelled against God declaring, 

 

I will ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 

I will also sit on the mount of the congregation 

On the farthest sides of the north; 

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, 

I will be like the Most High. 

(Isaiah 14:13, 14) 

 

 In the same way, Satan tempted Adam and Eve when he urged them to 

disobey God promising them that “You will be like God.”1 We rebel against God 

and desire His throne when we sin, no matter how big or small the sin is. We sin, 

because we want to do as we please, not as God pleases: we want to be God. 

 

 How does God respond to us rebellious sinners? He offers us love, amnesty 

and salvation from sin and deliverance from His wrath. Let’s read the following 

verses from Romans to see this truth. 

 

For when we were still without strength, in due time  

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous  
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man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone  

would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own  

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ  

died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified  

by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

(Romans 5:6-9) 

 

 When we were without strength, morally helpless and spiritually dead, 

God demonstrated and proved His love for us by sacrificing His Son, Jesus Christ, 

to bear the punishment for our rebellion. When we accept this gift of love and 

forgiveness, then we are saved from ever facing the terrible wrath of God! 

 

 As we read about the bowl judgments in Revelation 16 we need to 

understand it from God’s perspective. If we read this from the perspective of 

sinners we will think God is full of irrational anger. But when we understand ALL 

that God has freely offered to forgive sinners, granting us everlasting life and 

glory in Paradise, and how some have continued in evil rebellion, and how in 

the future these rebels will lie and deceive and murder, we will understand how 

righteous God’s wrath really is.  

 

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to  

the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the  

wrath of God on the earth.” 

(Revelation 16:1) 

 

 The seven bowl judgments will be poured out on those who follow the 

beast, the Antichrist and on the earth, the sea, the rivers, the sun, the Euphrates 

River and into the air. These plagues are not a warning; they are not a call to 

repentance. They are designed to cleanse the earth of all those who are evil.  

 

So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the 

earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon  

the men who had the mark of the beast and those  

who worshiped his image. 

(Revelation 16:2) 

 

 This is similar to the plague of boils that God poured on the Egyptians in 

Exodus 9. You could translate “foul and loathsome” as putrid and malignant. 

These sores will be painful and incurable. No medicine, no cream will bring relief. 

The rottenness of their flesh is a sign of the corruption in their hearts. The Old 

Testament prophet Jeremiah said that without God’s grace giving us a new 



heart, “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.”2  Those 

who have the mark of the beast are desperately wicked.  

 

Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea,  

and it became blood as of a dead man; and every  

living creature in the sea died. 

(Revelation 16:3) 

 

 Again this is reminiscent of the plague in Exodus 7 when Moses turned the 

water of the Nile into blood. But here the waters of the sea will become thick, 

dark and coagulated like the blood of a corpse. Even now on rare occasions 

something called a “red tide” occurs where billions of microscopic organisms 

die and turn the water red, killing millions of other sea creatures, making the 

water putrid with death. Think of the horrible impact this will have on the 

environment and on life in general.  

 

 You know, we live in an intricately, fine-tuned world. And God sustains our 

world in such a way that even with great disasters like oil spills, the earth and the 

sea eventually heals. And therefore God deserves thanks and praise for every 

drop of water we drink, for every piece of food we eat, and for every breath of 

air we breathe. God gives us many good gifts. But often we tend to enjoy the 

gifts without ever thanking the Giver. In the future, when the sea is like the blood 

of a corps, there will be no remedy, no healing of the earth. 

 

Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers  

and springs of water, and they became blood. 

(Revelation 16:4) 

 

 The destruction of fresh water will cause severe hardship and suffering. 

There will be no water to drink. How will they clean it and try to make it potable? 

There will be no fresh water with which to wash, no water to clean their oozing 

sores, no water to cool their bodies from the scorching heat from the coming 

fourth bowl.  

 

By the time this third plague is poured out on the earth the world has 

become blood thirsty. Millions of God’s people have been killed in the great 

tribulation; their blood shed by the enemies of God. And so God honors their 

desire for blood by giving them blood to drink. All through history God has been 

gracious and merciful to sinners. That time is over. And what He is doing is right 

and just. And an angel makes this absolutely clear.  

 

   And I heard the angel of the waters saying: 
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“You are righteous, O Lord, 

The One who is and who was and who is to be, 

Because You have judged these things. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, 

And You have given them blood to drink. 

For it is their just due.” 

 
7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so,  

Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.” 

(Revelation 16:5-7) 

 

 From the better Greek manuscripts the angels first words should read, 

“You are righteous, O Holy One.” God is holy and pure even in His judgments. 

Psalm 119:137 states, “Righteous are You, O Lord, And upright are Your 

judgments.” The angel explains that the waters have been turned to blood, 

because the wicked have shed the blood of God’s people—the punishment fits 

the crime! 

 

 God is not unjust or evil in punishing the wicked. For example in Genesis 18 

when God told Abraham that He was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, 

Abraham asked, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?...Shall 

not the judge of all the earth do right?”3 And so God moved Lot and his family 

out of Sodom before its destruction. 

 

 When the bowl judgments are poured out they are poured out on the 

wicked. At the end of the book of Daniel, speaking of these end time days, 

Gabriel said, “the wicked shall do wickedly; and none shall understand.”4 As we 

read about the next bowls being poured out the apostle John will tells us how 

the wicked respond. 

 

Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun,  

and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.  
9 And men were scorched with great heat, and they  

blasphemed the name of God who has power over  

these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him  

glory. 

(Revelation 16:8, 9) 

 

 Our sun normally provides us with warmth and light and energy, but now it 

becomes an instrument of punishment. Simple sun burns can bring intense, 

lingering pain. Imagine having the pain magnified many times over. And there is 
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no clean water to soothe the skin or to quench your thirst. What is the response 

of the wicked? They are unrepentant and they blaspheme God. Their hearts are 

so full of Satan’s lies that all they can do is spit out their hatred of God. I once 

heard an atheist say, “I not only do not believe in God, I hate Him.” Isn’t that 

interesting and terrible? This person’s heart was so full of hate towards someone 

he doesn’t think exists! 

 

Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne  

of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness;  

and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.  
11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of  

their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their  

deeds. 

(Revelation 16:10, 11) 

 

 God’s plagues upon the wicked move from the blinding brightness of a 

scorching sun to undiminished darkness. And again this is like the darkness of the 

plague Moses brought on Egypt in Exodus 10. It is so intense of a darkness that it 

causes pain, which they try to alleviate by gnawing their tongues. And still there 

is no repentance!  

 

 As I read this in my office and worked on this teaching I was stunned. And 

I was reminded of Proverbs 27:22 

 

Though you grind a fool in a mortar with a pestle along  

with crushed grain, 

Yet his foolishness will not depart from him. 

 

This is what God is doing—grinding the foolish. He is proving that without His 

grace the heart is deceitful, wicked and foolish. Even today we see the 

foolishness of the world as it chooses intellectual, moral and spiritual darkness, 

rather than the light of God’s Word.  

 

Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great  

river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the  

way of the kings from the east might be prepared.  
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs coming out  

of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the  

beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.  
14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs,  

which go out to the kings of the earth and of the  

whole world, to gather them to the battle of that  

great day of God Almighty. 

(Revelation 16:12-16) 



 I mentioned at the beginning that the nature of sin is so bad that left to 

our own we would overthrow God and kill Him and take His throne. Every sin, 

whether big or small is rebellion against God. Here demon spirits, looking to John 

like frogs, creep and croak their lies into the hearts of the wicked to fight against 

Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is on the earth at this time claiming the world from the 

wicked to establish his kingdom. And the wicked plot against him. This is the 

fulfillment of Psalm 2.  

 

Why do the nations rage, 

And the people plot a vain thing? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

And the rulers take counsel together, 

Against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces 

And cast away Their cords from us.” 

 
4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; 

The Lord shall hold them in derision. 
5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, 

And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
6 “Yet I have set My King 

On My holy hill of Zion.” 

 
7 “I will declare the decree: 

The LORD has said to Me, 

‘You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You. 
8 Ask of Me, and I will give You 

The nations for Your inheritance, 

And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; 

You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’” 

(Psalm 2:1-9) 

 

This is what Jesus Christ is doing with the bowl judgments. He is breaking 

the wicked. By the way, a number of scholars are confused by verse 15 of 

Revelation 16.  

 

Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches,  

and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see  

his shame. 

(Revelation 16:15) 

 



 The question is asked to whom is Christ speaking? If there are believers on 

earth with Jesus Christ, like the one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews, then 

they certainly are not asleep at the switch! So why the warning? Some Bible 

teachers including me believe this verse is an interjection for those who are 

reading this book. In other words people like you and me. It is a warning to us. 

 

 For example in 1 Thessalonians 5 the apostle Paul wrote that the Day of 

the Lord will come like a thief in the night. We will not be here on earth during 

the Day of the Lord, the time of God’s wrath. But still he exhorts, “Therefore let us 

not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.” There is so much in the 

world that can put us to sleep spiritually: the good life, the hard life, even 

Pokemon Go.5 

 
   And they gathered them together to the place called  

in Hebrew, Armageddon. 

(Revelation 16:16) 

 

 The nations of the Antichrist’s empire gather to battle against Jesus Christ. 

Those of us who are believers are amazed that the world will be so foolish as to 

think they can fight and overthrow God and Christ. But the demons have 

seduced and deceived with a wisdom that will convince people to war against 

God. And the same thing happens today. The Devil does his work in religion, 

philosophy, values and ideals and politics, convincing people to live life without 

God, or perhaps to just give God token recognition. But that is to live a wasted 

life 

 

Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air,  

and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven,  

from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were  

noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a  

great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake  

as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 

(Revelation 16:17, 18) 

 

 There have been earthquakes before in revelation, but this surpasses them 

all. God spoke of doing this to the prophet Haggai. He said,  

 

Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth,  

the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they  

shall come to the Desire of All Nations 

(Haggai 2:6, 7) 
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And now we read of the effects of the seventh bowl. 

 

Now the great city was divided into three parts, and  

the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was  

remembered before God, to give her the cup of the  

wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 20 Then every island  

fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And  

great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone  

about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God  

because of the plague of the hail, since that plague  

was exceedingly great. 

(Revelation 16:19-21) 

 

 The great city, Jerusalem, is divided up into three parts by the quake. This 

is prophesied in Zechariah 14:4. It is to prepare the city to be the capital of 

Christ’s kingdom. And the cities around the world fall—New York, Los Angeles, 

Chicago, London, Paris, Tokyo, Beijing, Moscow, Bagdad, Tehran. The whole 

topography of the world will be changed to make ready for Christ’s kingdom. 

The great hail that falls will be between 5- to 75 pounds. If that seems like fantasy 

to you, records show that in 1849 great ice fell from the sky in Scotland. The 

largest was almost twenty feet across! 

 

 God is good and righteous. And He will make the world good. But we 

respond to God’s goodness by rebelling against Him. Still God loves the world 

and gave His only begotten Son to bear the punishment for the sins of the world. 

Those who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior receive everlasting life and 

glory. Those who don’t will perish.6 

 

 The world is going to hell. Don’t let it squeeze you into its mold. Rather 

allow God’s word to transform your life, for your good and God’s glory. 7 
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