
Revelation 18 

 

Babylon is Fallen 

 

 

 

 One of the most often heard statements this election year is this: the 

system is rigged. When we say the system is rigged what is meant is that there 

are unseen rules or procedures that manipulate or corrupt laws that make it 

difficult for some people to succeed. In other words the system is set up to 

deceive and cheat in order to get one result instead of another.  

 

 Well, it’s true. The system is rigged. But it is not just rigged politically. It is 

rigged politically, in business, in science, art, education, philosophy, religion, in 

every area of life. The sad thing is that many people don’t see it. But there is a 

powerful spiritual force that has rigged the system. 

 

 We are told in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that Satan, the god of this age has 

blinded the minds of many people keeping them from seeing the truth about 

Jesus Christ. And in so many other areas of life, according to Ephesians 2:1, 2, 

Satan manipulates and controls the course of this world, so that we do not think 

and feel and behave in a godly manner. The world is set up to deceive, seduce 

and confuse—the system is rigged and its doomed. 

 

 The good news is according to Galatians 1:4, we have been delivered 

from this present evil age. Therefore in John 17 Jesus Christ proclaimed that 

though we are in the world, we are not of the world.1 But there are people who 

are of the world. Not only are they blinded and deceived but there are those 

who actually work to blind and deceive for their own personal benefit. 

 

 In revelation 17 we saw the partial fall of this rigged system when we read 

about the destruction of Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots, the source of 

all false religion and idolatry. Now in revelation 18 we will read about the final 

destruction of Babylon in the rigged political, commercial, business world.  

 

 

After these things I saw another angel coming down  

from heaven, having great authority, and the earth  

was illuminated with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily  

with a loud voice, saying, “Babylon the great is fallen,  

is fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons,  

a prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean  

                                                           
1
 John 17:14-16 



and hated bird! 

(Revelation 18:1, 2) 

 

 A glorious angel announces the doom of Babylon saying, “Babylon is 

fallen, is fallen.” The repetition of the word “fallen” not only adds great dramatic 

effect to the announcement, but it suggests a dual judgment and the finality of 

that judgment. Religious Babylon the Harlot was destroyed in chapter 17. And 

political, economic Babylon falls in chapter 18. Chapters 17 and 18 are all 

symbolic. It is a re-telling of the destruction that happened under the bowl 

judgments. After Armageddon all that is left ae demon spirits and carrion birds 

to eat the dead. 

 

For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath  

of her fornication, the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have  

become rich through the abundance of her luxury. 

(Revelation 18:3) 

 

 Remember this is symbolic we are not reading about the literal city of 

Babylon, but a rigged system. Babylon the Harlot seduces people into idolatry 

and false religion. Political and commercial Babylon lures the unbelieving world 

into the drunken stupor of chasing after power and money and abusing people 

to get it. Kings and merchants all tie their future and personal success to what 

happens in the stock market and behind closed doors. Babylon pushes people 

into a frenzy to give all they have to get all they can.  

 

 Money, in and of itself is not evil. But 1 Timothy 6:10 declares that “the love 

of money is a root of all evil.” When someone loves power and money so much 

that it controls how they think and feel and behave, when it pushes them to use 

and abuse people, it is evil. 

 

And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come  

out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest  

you receive of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached  

to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.” 

(Revelation 18:4, 5) 

 

 The divine command is “Come out of her, my people.” This is a call for us 

to abandon the sinking ship of Babylon and to step into the life boat of Jesus 

Christ. All the power and wealth the world chases will one day be gone. 1 John 

2:15-17 declares,  

 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone  

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For  



all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the  

eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of  

the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust  

of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

 

 Yes, we need to work and earn money. But we want to trust God and not 

be entangled in worldliness. And it is significant that God does not remember 

the sins of His people. Psalm 103:12 says, “As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” And Hebrews 8:12 says of 

God, “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 

lawless deeds I will remember no more.” But God remembers the sins of the 

rigged system of Babylon. 

 

Render to her just as she rendered to you and repay  

her double according to her works; in the cup which  

she has mixed, mix double for her. 7 In the measure that  

she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same  

measure give her torment and sorrow; for she says in  

her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will  

not see sorrow.’ 8 Therefore her plagues will come in  

one day—death and mourning and famine. And she  

will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God  

who judges her. 

(Revelation 18:6-8) 

 

 The rigged, evil, political and economic system of Babylon will not get 

away with its sin. Galatians 6:7 reveals a divine principle that we reap what we 

sow. And the problem with sowing and reaping is that you always reap more 

than you sow, ask any farmer. So many people think they are getting away with 

sin. They believe that they will never get caught. Speaking of these people 

Psalm 73 declares,  

 

Their eyes bulge with abundance; 

They have more than heart could wish. 
8 They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression; 

They speak loftily. 
9 They set their mouth against the heavens, 

And their tongue walks through the earth. 
10 Therefore his people return here, 

And waters of a full cup are drained by them. 
11 And they say, “How does God know? 

And is there knowledge in the Most High?” 

(verses 7-11) 

 



 The rigged system glorifies itself. It believes it is all powerful and above 

tragedy, sorrow and judgment. It is puffed up with pride and self-sufficiency. But 

God will destroy it all. Writing about the Day of the Lord, the time of His wrath, 

the apostle Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:3 said,  

 

For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden  

destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a  

pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 

 

In one day all that humanity has built in sin and foolish pride over thousands of 

years will be brought to dust. 

 

The kings of the earth who committed fornication and  

lived luxuriously with her will weep and lament for her,  

when they see the smoke of her burning, 10 standing at  

a distance for fear of her torment, saying, ‘Alas, alas,  

that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour  

your judgment has come.’ 

(Revelation 18:9, 10) 

 

 Notice that the politically powerful weep at the destruction of Babylon, 

not because of its evil and injustice, but because of all the power and riches 

they will lose! Not only will the Antichrist’s power and empire be destroyed in the 

end. But all the leaders of the world who have risen to the top on the backs of 

others will suffer loss and destruction.  

 

And the merchants of the earth will weep and mourn  

over her, for no one buys their merchandise anymore: 
12 merchandise of gold and silver, precious stones and  

pearls, fine linen and purple, silk and scarlet, every kind  

of citron wood, every kind of object of ivory, every kind  

of object of most precious wood, bronze, iron, and marble;  
13 and cinnamon and incense, fragrant oil and frankincense,  

wine and oil, fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep,  

horses and chariots, and bodies and souls of men.  

(Revelation 18:11-13) 

 

 The CEO’s and business people of the world will weep when corrupt 

commercial Babylon is brought to an end in the future. With the plagues of the 

trumpet and bowl judgments business grinds to a halt. The luxuries of life will not 

be sold or bought anymore. The basic necessities of life will not be on the store 

shelves. The first product listed here is gold and the last product listed is people: 

the bodies and souls of men. 

 



 The world not only sells things it sells people. Slavery is still practiced in our 

world today. It isn’t legal anywhere, but it happens. People are enslaved in 

Africa, India, Pakistan, Asia, South America, and in the world wide sex slave 

trade. The religion of Islam promotes slavery, even today. Think how horrible it will 

be during the great tribulation. And even in the world of academics and 

government and business, there is a sense in which people are enslaved to 

ideals and philosophies and political and corporate mindsets. 

 

 And of course, unless one is redeemed by faith in Jesus Christ everyone is 

sold in sin.2 But to us who are redeemed Galatians 5:1 proclaims, “Stand fast 

therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 

entangled again with a yoke of bondage.” 

 

The fruit that your soul longed for has gone from you,  

and all the things which are rich and splendid have gone  

from you, and you shall find them no more at all. 15 The  

merchants of these things, who became rich by her,  

will stand at a distance for fear of her torment, weeping  

and wailing, 16 and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that great city that  

was clothed in fine linen, purple, and scarlet, and adorned  

with gold and precious stones and pearls! 17 For in one hour  

such great riches came to nothing.’  

 

Every shipmaster, all who travel by ship, sailors, and as many  

as trade on the sea, stood at a distance 18 and cried out  

when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What is  

like this great city?’ 19 “They threw dust on their heads and  

cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying, ‘Alas, alas, that  

great city, in which all who had ships on the sea became rich  

by her wealth! For in one hour she is made desolate.’ 

(Revelation 18:14-19) 

 

 Remember this is all symbolic. The rea destruction occurred with the 

trumpet and bowl judgments. But we are being told that everything the world 

lusts after and spend their lives on and wars over is gone! And none of the 

responses by the people praise God for His judgment on Babylon. No one 

marvels at His righteousness and power and justice. No one repents. There is joy 

only in heaven. 

 

Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and  

prophets, for God has avenged you on her! 

(Revelation 18:20) 
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 This verse in the better Greek manuscripts reads as follows, “Rejoice over 

her, O heaven and you saints, apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you 

over her.” While earth weeps over Babylon’s destruction, God’s people rejoice—

injustice, tyranny and oppression are over. And now the conclusion of the 

symbolic fall of Babylon. 

 

Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone  

and threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus with violence the  

great city Babylon shall be thrown down, and shall not be  

found anymore. 22 The sound of harpists, musicians, flutists,  

and trumpeters shall not be heard in you anymore. No  

craftsman of any craft shall be found in you anymore, and  

the sound of a millstone shall not be heard in you anymore.  
 

23 The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the  

voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you  

anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth,  

for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. 24 And in her  

was found the blood of prophets and saints, and of all who  

were slain on the earth.” 

(Revelation 18:21-24) 

 

 Music and art and craftsmanship are good things. Light is good and 

marriage is good, but Babylon will experience none of it. Babylon is gone! The 

rigged system is judged because it stood in opposition to all that is good and 

godly. The system was domineering: a few got rich while many suffered. The 

system was and is deceptive, because it says that success is to achieve riches 

and goods. But Proverbs 11:4 declares, “Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, 

But righteousness delivers from death.” And the Babylonian system will be 

judged, because it is deadly. God’s people have been and will be killed on an 

altar of power and profit. 

 

 The falloff Babylon, the hope of so many, will be a dramatic reversal that 

will unveil what is truly real and lasting. It has seemed all through the years that 

Babylon is where the powerful people and important things are. Its fall will 

uncover the hollowness of it all. Our Lord Jesus Christ said this: 

 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where  

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and  

steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves  

do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is,  

there your heart will be also. 

(Matthew 6:19-21 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


