
Revelation 19 

 

King of kings and Lord of lords 

 

 

 

 As I mentioned before Revelation 17-19 is a symbolic retelling of the 

destruction of the Antichrist and his empire during the time of the seven bowl 

judgments. In chapters 17 and 18 we read about the destruction and fall of 

Babylon, first with Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots and then with 

political and commercial Babylon. 

 

 At the destruction of Babylon the kings and merchants of the earth 

mourned and wept at the loss of their power and profit, but a shout of joy rang 

out in heaven. This rejoicing at the victory of God and Jesus Christ over the 

beast, the Antichrist, is what we read about as we begin chapter 19. Perhaps 

you remember back to Revelation 13? When we were introduced to the beast 

two questions were asked: “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with 

him? The assumed answer then was no one. But do you remember the hymn “A 

Mighty Fortress is Our God”? In the song there is a triumphant line,  

 

The Prince of darkness grim,  

We tremble not for him:  

His rage we can endure,  

For lo, his doom is sure; 

One little word shall fell him. 

 

This is what we read about in Revelation 19. 

 

After these things I heard a loud voice of a great  

multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia! Salvation and  

glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our  

God! 2 For true and righteous are His judgments,  

because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted  

the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on  

her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 

 

 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke rises up forever  

and ever!” 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four  

living creatures fell down and worshiped God who sat  

on the throne, saying, “Amen! Alleluia!” 5 Then a voice  

came from the throne, saying, “Praise our God, all you  

His servants and those who fear Him, both small and great!” 

(Revelation 19:1-5) 



 It may surprise you that in Revelation 19 we have the first occurrence of 

the word “Alleluia” or Hallelujah1 not only in Revelation, but in the whole New 

Testament. There are many hallelujahs in the Psalms, but in the New Testament 

the word occurs here first. And the shouting of “Alleluia!” here is thunderous. 

Gone is the evil and idolatrous Antichrist and his killing machine, the empire. 

Gone is the wicked and seductive power of Babylon. 

 

 It has all been destroyed and the smoke of its destruction rises up forever 

and ever. The smoke will not literally rise up forever and ever. This is a figure of 

speech that points to permanent destruction. In the New Testament book of 

Jude we read about Sodom and Gomorrah being destroyed by “eternal fire.”2 

Well, that fire is still not burning. But just as Sodom and Gomorrah are gone 

forever, so too will Antichrist and the evil influences of Babylon be gone forever. 

 

 What a great heart thrilling moment it will be when all of God’s angels 

and all of God’s people sing this “Alleluia” chorus! I can hear Handel’s 

“Hallelujah chorus right now in my mind. And as majestic as that is, this rejoicing 

in the future will be so much grander! 

 

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude,  

as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty 

thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent  

reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for  

the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made  

herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in  

fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous  

acts of the saints. 

(Revelation 19:6-8) 

 

 Weddings are always times of great joy. But in the future the marriage of 

the Lamb will be the party of the ages. Most commentators identify the wife as 

the church and I agree. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 the apostle Paul tells the church 

that he “betrothed” them “to one husband” who is Christ. And in Ephesians 5, 

when writing about the love and respect between a husband and wife, we are 

told that this represents the union and love between Christ and the church. 

 

 But the bride here in Revelation includes more than those of us in the New 

Testament church, it includes all of God’s people, even those of the Old 

Testament. In Matthew 8:11 our Lord Jesus spoke of the feast in the coming 

kingdom and said “…many will come from the east and west, and sit down with 
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 Hallelujah is Hebrew and Alleluia is the Greek translation. 

2
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” And so Old Testament saints are a part of the 

bride as well.  

 

 In Revelation 21 and 22 the New Jerusalem is described as the Bride of the 

Lamb. And it will have twelve gates representing the twelve tribes of Israel and 

twelve foundations representing the twelve apostles. In this imagery we see the 

unity of believers of both the Old and New Testaments. Let’s review verses 7 and 

8 again. 

 

Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the  

marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made  

herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed  

in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the  

righteous acts of the saints. 

 

 The phrase “His wife has made herself ready” seems to suggest that the 

judgment seat of Christ for believers has already taken place. This judgment is 

spoken of in both 1st and 2nd Corinthians. In 2 Corinthians 5:10 we read,  

 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of  

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in  

the body, according to what he has done, whether  

good or bad. 

 

 Now, this judgment will be an evaluation of how we lived, how we served 

and loved. It will not determine if we are saved, but it will decide how we shall 

be rewarded. Let’s read 1 Corinthians 3. 

 

 

For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field,  

you are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of  

God which was given to me, as a wise master builder  

I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  

But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  
11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that  

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

 
12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold,  

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s  

work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,  

because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test  

each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work  

which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.  
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he  



himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

(1 Corinthians 3:9-15) 

 

 When we are judged by Christ all that will be left of our deeds will be 

those that are made of gold, silver and precious stones. In other words all that 

we have done in faith, hope and love will be rewarded. Everything else done in 

sin and unbelief will be burned up. 

 

 And we will stand before Christ in fine linen, clean and bright representing 

our righteous works. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that each of us is a masterpiece3 of 

God created in Christ Jesus for good works. Each and every one of us is called 

to love and serve and give, in a unique manner by the power of God working in 

us.4 When we stand before the judgment seat of Christ may we never weep that 

we wasted our lives.  

 

Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are  

called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he  

said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.” 10 And  

I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See  

that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and  

of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.  

Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of  

prophecy.” 

(Revelation 19:9, 10) 

 

 Let’s remember that one of the meanings of the word “Blessed” is to be 

supremely happy. Psalm 1 tells us that “blessed”, supremely happy is the person 

who delights in the law of Yahweh. If we can be supremely happy now, in this 

world, as we delight in and obey God’s Word, just think  how blessed we will be 

at the ultimate wedding banquet! 

 

 It is a tremendous honor to be invited to this feast and everyone, yes, 

everyone is invited. The invitation is the good news of Jesus Christ and the 

coming kingdom of God. Tragically, some people reject the invitation. In 

Matthew 22 Jesus told a story about the coming kingdom being like a wedding 

banquet arranged by a king for his son. The king sent out invitations, but people 

refused to come. So he sent out another invitation, this time detailing the great 

menu. The Scripture says “But they made light of it and went their way.”5 
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 In the New King James version we read that we are God’s “workmanship.” The Greek word is poema which can 
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 Throughout the centuries God has been calling men and women to His 

feast. And even now God asks us to deliver the invitation to salvation and the 

kingdom. We are called to be witnesses and ambassadors for Christ.6 So 

gracious and merciful and good is God to extend His offer of salvation to 

everyone; so beautiful and joyful will be the wedding feast that the angel says 

“These are the true sayings of God.” 

 

 And the apostle John was so moved by all of this joy that he fell down to 

worship the angel. But the angel stops John and then states, “For the testimony 

of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” In other words all Old Testament and New 

Testament prophecy points to Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ, through the grace of 

God, all the hopes and dreams of humanity are fulfilled. Now in the remaining 

verses we have a retelling of the physical return of Jesus Christ during the bowl 

judgments and the destruction of the beast and his empire. 

 

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white  

horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful  

and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes  

war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His  

head were many crowns. He had a name written  

that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed  

with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called  

The Word of God.  

 
14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen,  

white and clean, followed Him on white horses.  
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with  

it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule  

them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress  

of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He  

has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 

 

KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS. 

  (Revelation 19:11-16) 

 

 Who is this rider on a white horse? It’s not the Lone Ranger, although he 

has arrived on the scene at the right time! The rider is the Lord Jesus Christ. And 

a white horse was always ridden by a triumphant Roman general in a victory 

parade. And Jesus is given several glorious names and titles. 
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 Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:20 



First, in verse 11 he is called “Faithful and True.” It is with this character of 

heart that our Lord “judges and makes war.” Jesus Christ is not an evil aggressor; 

rather he is a holy avenger. He punishes the guilty and comforts the saved. 

Secondly, in verse 12 we are told that, “His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on 

His head were many crowns.” 

 

There is a critical link between these two phrases. Blazing eyes speak of 

penetrating and full discernment and understanding. We saw Jesus like this 

back in Revelation chapter 1. And many crowns reveal full authority. The two 

descriptions put forth a picture of one who is all knowing and all powerful. But it 

is God given omnipotence and omniscience vested in a glorified man. 

Colossians 2:9 tells us that in Jesus Christ “dwells all the fullness of deity in bodily 

form.”  

 

The awesomeness of our Lord is that he is a man who manifests the fullness 

of God. Perhaps this fullness of God in Jesus is somehow associated with his 

name that no one knows but God and himself. And lest some think that it is 

unrealistic for the fullness of God to be manifested in a human being, let me 

remind you of Ephesians 3:14-19. That prayer is for us to be rooted and grounded 

in love and so strengthened in our inner selves, that we may be filled “with all 

the fullness of God.” 

 

If in some manner now we may be filled with all the fullness of God, then 

in his risen and glorified state, surely the fullness of God may be manifested in 

Jesus Christ. Then in verse 13 we have another title for Christ. Christ is clothed 

with a robe dipped in blood and he is called “The Word of God.” There are 

some Bible teachers who assert that the blood on Christ’s robe is representative 

of his sacrifice on the cross. But seeing this is a retelling of the Battle of 

Armageddon this is representative of the blood of his enemies. Let’s read a 

prophetic dialogue in Isaiah 63 that has relevance to this section of Revelation. 

 

Who is this who comes from Edom, 

With dyed garments from Bozrah, 

This One who is glorious in His apparel, 

Traveling in the greatness of His strength?— 

 

“I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” 

 
2 Why is Your apparel red, 

And Your garments like one who treads in the winepress? 

 
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, 

And from the peoples no one was with Me. 

For I have trodden them in My anger, 



And trampled them in My fury; 

Their blood is sprinkled upon My garments, 

And I have stained all My robes. 
4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart, 

And the year of My redeemed has come. 

(Isaiah 63:1-4) 

 

 This is prophetic of Messiah’s judgment and war on a wicked world. It is 

the foundation for what we read in Revelation 19:13. Following the Lord Jesus 

Christ on his white horse are the armies of heaven, consisting of angels and 

God’s people. And in verse 15 we are told of a sharp sword that comes out of 

Christ’s mouth to strike the nations. The is symbolic of the power of God’s Word—

the power to strike and destroy nations with a word.  

 

 Have you ever been cut and pierced in your heart by the Word of God? I 

have. Sometimes it happens when I am reading it and Scripture cuts to my 

heart. At other times I hear the Word of God and it seems like my life is laid bare 

before God. In Acts 2, on the Day of Pentecost, after peter preached on Christ 

we are told that the people were “cut to the heart” and asked Peter how to be 

saved. The Word of God is living and powerful.7 And now in verse 16, another 

powerful title is given to Christ. 

 

And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: 

 

KING OF KINGS AND 

LORD OF LORDS. 

 

 As Jesus conquers the Antichrist he wears a banner “King of kings and 

Lord of lords.” Again I can hear the majestic music of Handel’s Messiah in my 

head! Jesus Christ will be the absolute sovereign over all the earth for one 

thousand years. Now we read of the defeat of the beast and the false prophet 

and their armies at Armageddon. 

 

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried  

with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the  

midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the  

supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh  

of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men,  

the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and  

the flesh of all people, free[i] and slave, both small and  

great.” 

(Revelation 19:17, 18) 
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 Here is the call to the Battle of Armageddon. And it begins with an angel 

summoning carrion birds to feast on the Corpses of the wicked. In ancient times 

bodies were left unburied when a person was wicked or disgraced.  

 

And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their  

armies, gathered together to make war against Him  

who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the  

beast was captured, and with him the false prophet  

who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived  

those who received the mark of the beast and those who 

worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake  

of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with  

the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat  

on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 

(Revelation 19:19-21) 

 

 When Jesus, the King of kings is revealed you would think the only logical 

things for the soldiers of the Antichrist to do would be to lay down their weapons 

and surrender. But they do not. And the battle is over almost before it begins. 

The Antichrist, who is the beast, and his false prophet are promptly captured 

and thrown alive into the lake of fire.  

 

 Revelation 21 and 22 calls the lake of fire “the second death.” Just as 

everlasting life is a deeper life that has no end, so the second death is a deeper 

death that has no end. Fire is the ultimate symbol for that which destroys and 

totally consumes what it burns. The rest of the Antichrist’s armies are destroyed 

not by nuclear weapons, but by the more powerful Word of God.  

 

 The armies of the Antichrist and all unredeemed humanity will be raised to 

life in the second resurrection. In the gospel of John, chapter 5, Jesus Christ said,  

 

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all  

who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth 

—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, 

 

 This is the first resurrection. It will happen immediately after the great 

tribulation. And it will include all Old Testament and New Testament believers. 

And then Jesus continued, 

  

and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 

condemnation.  

(John 5:28, 29) 

 



 This is the second resurrection and it will occur after the one thousand 

year reign of Christ on earth. And all who will be raised will be judged, found 

guilty and punished in the second death.  

 

 The birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and his return as King 

of kings are the most important events in human history. All the hopes for a 

better life for our sinful, broken, hurting world rest in the return of the King. And 

Christ’s return is as sure and certain as you are reading this.  

 

 But every day we need to ask ourselves, “How do I live life now in light of 

this great truth? Am I preparing myself for the marriage supper of the Lamb? Am 

I inviting others to the wedding? And am I making the invitation attractive by 

how I live and what I say. We are God’s love letter to a world in need. Let’s serve 

in hope of glory! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


