
Revelation 22 

 

Behold, He is Coming! 

 

 

 

 Revelation 22 contains the last message of God’s Word to all of humanity. 

Our study has taken us from the days of the early church all the way into eternity 

future. Here at the end of the book we are re-introduced to the tree of life. This 

tree has not been mentioned in Scripture since Genesis chapter 3. But now 

Eden, Paradise is restored on a renewed earth. And all that was lost when Adam 

sinned is more than restored by the accomplishments of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 Chapter 22 is a continuation of the revelation of the new heaven and 

earth begun in chapter 21. So, let’s begin to read this last message of God to 

the world.  

 

And he showed me a pure river of water of life,  

clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God  

and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on  

either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore  

twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month.  

The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  

 
3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of  

God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants  

shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name  

shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there:  

They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God  

gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 

(Revelation 22:1-5) 

 

 Here is a thrilling description of abundant life. In John 10:10 when Jesus 

said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 

come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” this 

is what he was talking about! And just as every city has its main street or avenue, 

Like Chicago has its Magnificent Mile, John see that the New Jerusalem has its 

great and grace filled boulevard too. And a river runs through it with its tree or 

perhaps trees of life.  

 

 This river is the reality of Psalm 46:4 which says, “There is a river whose 

streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the 

Most High.” The tree of life lines both sides of the river. Perhaps the river 



symbolizes the life giving Spirit of God for Jesus said “He who believes in Me…out 

of his heart will flow rivers of living water…this He spoke concerning the Spirit.”1 

 

 And the truth presented here is that all of God’s people may eat from the 

tree of life freely. Everlasting life and fruitfulness is the inheritance of the children 

of God. In Psalm 16:11 Scripture says, “You will show me the path of life; In Your 

presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” The 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. The Greek word for nations is 

ethnos. We get our English word ethnicity from ethnos.  

 

 You know, we talk about race relations today: how black and white 

people and yellow and brown people should live together with respect and in 

peace. Technically speaking, there really is only one race—the human race. 

And within the race there are various ethnicities. In the age to come the 

adversity and distress between ethnicities will be healed.  There will be no more 

divisions, not more barriers, no more exclusions, only sweet fellowship with one 

another.  

 

 There will still be diversity, but it will be like the diversity of various musical 

notes that together produce a harmonious chord. This harmony of the ethnicities 

should be seen in the church today. Ephesians 3:1-6 tells us that the mystery is 

that believing Gentiles (ethnos), the various ethnicities, are fellow heirs and of 

the same body as believing Jews.  

 

We are the people of God: black, white, yellow, and brown. And our love 

and concern and respect for one another should be an example to the world of 

what life together should look like and that it is achieved only through Christ. In 

fact Ephesians 3:10 tells us that this mystery, this love filled relationship is not only 

to be seen by the world but also by the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly realm. 

 

 Sadly, too often the church on Sunday morning is a most 

segregated place. You have white churches and black churches and Hispanic 

and Asian churches—I understand, but it is sad. Still I am thankful that the church 

I serve is an example of what the new age will be like. In the age to come there 

is no more curse. Our world will be a paradise. And from this abundant scene of 

life there are ministries or activities revealed that we will perform.  

 

First, in verse 3 there is joyful service offered to God. There is no greater 

honor or joy than to spend your life in service to God. Acts 17:26 tells us that God 

is not worshipped or served with our hands as though He needed anything. So 

what our service will involve I do not know. But our infinite God will make sure it 
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will be an infinite adventure. But even now we can serve God by obeying His will 

and loving and giving to one another.  

 

Secondly, from verse 4, we will have intimate fellowship with God. We will 

see His face. The Bible in Exodus 33 reveals that no unglorified human being can 

see God’s face and live.2 But in the age to come we will know God and enjoy 

Him, face to face. Thirdly, from verse 5, we will serve God, but we will reign with 

Him forever and ever. We are more than servants; we are children of God and 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.3 

 

The rest of this chapter serves as an epilogue. It is the conclusion of not just 

the book of Revelation, but of the whole Bible. And its message is one of 

absolute assurance.  

 

Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.”  

And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to  

show His servants the things which must shortly take place.  
7 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps  

the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

(Revelation 22:6, 7) 

 

 John’s vision of the future is complete and now he is brought back to the 

present. And the apostle along with all of us, are assured that all we have read is 

faithful and true. All that we have read about will come to pass. This is the first 

assurance. But indeed all of the Bible is faithful and true. Psalm 12:6 proclaims, 

“The words of the Lord are pure words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 

purified seven times.” And 2 Peter 1:21 tells us that we have the written Word of 

God because “holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 The second great assurance is in verse 7. Our Lord Jesus Christ declares he 

will return to gather God’s people and then to rule the world. The Greek word 

translated quickly does not mean soon, but speedily. When the events of the last 

three and a half years of this age begin events will happen rapidly. Christ also 

tells us that reading Revelation will bring us a blessing. The truth revealed in this 

book will make us wise and ready for the days to come.  

 

Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when  

I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet  

of the angel who showed me these things. 
9 Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that.  

For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the  
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prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book.  

Worship God.”  

(Revelation 22:8, 9) 

 

 This is similar to John’s worship of an angel back in chapter 19. And you 

may be thinking how could John make the same mistake twice? Well, he was 

only human after all. But let the angel’s words cut to our hearts. When we 

worship God our mind is awakened to the truth, our heart is filled with love and 

our life takes on beauty, power and grace. We inevitably become like the 

object of our worship. So worship God!.  

 

And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the  

prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 11 He  

who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy,  

let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be  

righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.” 

(Revelation 22:10, 11) 

 

 It is interesting to note that John is not told to seal the words of the 

prophecy of this book. In contrast when Daniel received his vision of the future, 

he was told to seal his prophecy for the time has not yet come.4 This is because 

Daniel received his revelation hundreds of years before the time of Christ. But 

now the time has come for all to know.  

 

 The world needs to know that Jesus Christ will return as King of kings. 

Christians need to know that the rapture is immediately after the tribulation and 

before the Day of the Lord (the time of God’s wrath). People need to know that 

the good news of salvation is open to everyone. Many centuries ago the 

prophet Hosea said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”5 This is 

still true today. 

 

 Verse 11 reminds us that all of humanity is daily moving towards an 

ultimate destiny—life or death. And it is not our responsibility to save people; it is 

our responsibility and privilege to speak God’s Word to one and all. We need to 

teach, love and serve. Each man and woman then need to believe God’s Word 

or reject it.  

 

 

And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is  

with Me, to give to every one according to his work.  
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and  
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the End, the First and the Last. 

(Revelation 22:12, 13) 

 

 Jesus first called himself “the first and the last” back in Revelation 1. This 

title refers to the fact that Jesus Christ is the one who will call forth the 

generations of people from their grave to everlasting life. And what a thrilling 

assurance it is that we will be rewarded for our love and service to God and to 

Christ. In 2 Timothy 4:8 we are told,  

 

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,  

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on  

that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have  

loved His appearing. 

 

And Hebrews 6:10 encourages us saying,  

 

For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor  

of love which you have shown toward His name,  

in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

 

 That is good to know, because we often forget the wonderful things that 

people do for others as they serve God. Continuing in Revelation: 

 

Blessed are those who do His commandments, that  

they may have the right to the tree of life, and may  

enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside  

are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and  

murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and  

practices a lie. 

 
16 I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these  

things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring  

of David, the Bright and Morning Star. 

(Revelation 22:14-16) 

 

 Once again we have the contrasting destinies of people.  And the first 

phrase should read “Blessed are those who wash their robes” meaning those 

who have been forgiven of their sins by the sacrifice of Christ. Here and now we 

will never be able to keep the commandments perfectly, but the blood of Christ 

cleanses us of all our sins. 6 And the assurance of Jesus is that he is the human 

descendant of King David—the promised righteous king. As the “Bright and 

Morning Star” Jesus Christ is the true light that has come into our world. And with 
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his return he will shatter the darkness of this sinful world and bring in the dawn of 

God’s new age.  

 

And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him  

who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come.  

Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 

(Revelation 22:17) 

 

 The invitation is clear; come and receive the free gift of the water of life 

and live forever. In Matthew 5:6 our Lord said, “Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.”  

 

For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the  

prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things,  

God will add to him the plagues that are written in this  

book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of  

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part  

from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 

 things which are written in this book. 

(Revelation 22:18, 19) 

 

 This is not the first such warning in the Bible. Deuteronomy 12:32 states, 

“Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor 

take away from it.” And Proverbs 30:5, 6 declares,  

 

Every word of God is pure; 

He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 
6 Do not add to His words, 

Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar. 
 

 

This is God’s holy infallible Word. It is His warning about sin and His offering of 

hope. And it is not enough to protect the written Word, as crucial as this is. We 

must also maintain and teach sound principles of interpretation so that the 

meaning of the words shines through. So much of what is in Scripture has been 

hidden or changed by bad theology. Now, finally the last two verses of 

Revelation.  

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am  

coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

Amen. 

(Revelation 22:20, 21) 

 



 Our hearts should pound with this very same prayer: “Come. Lord Jesus!” 

And what a thrilling truth with which to end this book: “The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”  Grace is what we need to overcome fear. 

Grace is what we need to overcome sin and hopelessness. Grace is what we 

need to become more like Christ. And grace is what we need to hold fast to the 

Word of God and to share it with others. Thank God we have it! All glory to God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


