
Revelation 3:1-6 

 

Wake Up! 

 

 

 

 In our study of Revelation we are still dealing with Christ’s letters to the 

seven churches. These were real churches with both good qualities and terrible 

sins. They also represent every church, everywhere, at any time in history, 

including our own. All of us struggle to stay faithful to Jesus Christ and not be 

deceived by the world.  

 

 Today we will read Christ’s letter to the church at Sardis. Sardis was 

located in Western Turkey, in somewhat close proximity to the other six churches. 

It was at one time one of the most prominent cities of the ancient world. And no 

city had a greater contrast between its past and its present. At one time the city 

was thought to be unconquerable. And a man named Croesus was its last king 

and he was very rich. In fact there is a saying that many still use: “As rich as 

Croesus.” 

 

 Sardis was known as a city of luxury and laxity. And because the city was 

smug and asleep at the wheel, so-to-speak, it was conquered twice. When the 

Lord sent this letter to the church at Sardis it too was smug and asleep. Here was 

religion without a passionate relationship with God and Christ. So let’s begin to 

read this letter and take its message to heart.  

 

And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God  

and the seven stars: 

(Revelation 3:1a) 

 

 Jesus Christ introduced himself to the church in two ways. First he is 

described as the one who has the seven Spirits of God. We read about the 

seven Spirits back in chapter 1 and verse 14. They are seven special, elect 

angels that are before the throne of God. They represent God’s complete 

knowledge of all things and His power and wisdom. Jesus now has authority over 

these beings signifying that he now has all authority in heaven and earth.  

 

 Then Christ states that he has the seven stars. These represent the church, 

every church, everywhere and at all times. Jesus Christ is Lord and Head of the 

church.1 Therefore it is as if the Lord is saying “If you will submit to me as Lord and 

Head, you will find in me all you will ever need to rejoice in God and to do the 
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 Ephesians 1:20-23 



work you are called to do.2 This is a profound reality. Today so many churches 

and Christian organizations are looking for programs to breathe new life into the 

church. But all the power and wisdom and joy we need are found in Jesus Christ 

through the gift of God’s Spirit in us.3  

 

In John 15:5 our Lord said “I am the vine and you are the 

branches…without Me you can do nothing.” And in Philippians 4:13 we are told 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Through Christ we can 

have wisdom, joy, peace, faith; we can love and serve. He is our all in all! This is 

a reality we must recognize daily and sometimes even hourly. The church at 

Sardis had somehow been severed from the vine—Jesus Christ. And because of 

this, even though they were once a vibrant branch, they were withering away. 

This reality was about to be revealed.  

 

 

And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 

‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God  

and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have  

a name that you are alive, but you are dead.  

(Revelation 3:1) 

 

 When Jesus Christ X-rayed the hearts of his people at Sardis he said, “I 

know you have a reputation and you are active in some ways, but you are 

really dead and lifeless.” In 1 Timothy 5:5, 6 the apostle Paul spoke of caring for 

widows and he wrote,  

 

Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts  

in God and continues in supplications and prayers  

night and day. 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead  

while she lives. 

(1 Timothy 5:5, 6) 

 

 The Greek word for “pleasure” means in indulgence; living for self-self-

satisfaction, living in selfishness. And so in this light our Lord sees the church as a 

whole and he sees us individually. He knows everything we do and don’t do and 

why. In our day and time Christ would say to Sardis, “You are the walking dead: 

The First Church of the Zombieites.”  

 

 How could this be? There is no charge here of a particular sin like heresy. 

Jesus does not accuse them of compromise with idolaters. This church wasn’t 
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persecuted or harassed. Why was there no persecution? Why was there no 

controversy?  

 

The answer is that this church at Sardis may have invented inoffensive 

Christianity. They once had a name, a reputation. But now like the city in which 

they lived these believers lived in luxury and with laxity. They were concerned 

only with what life could give them. They were concerned only with the self, the 

individual. Like the widow living inly for pleasure they were fat and full and dead 

even as they lived. The energy of their Christian convictions was gone. The 

church wasn’t killed—they committed suicide! 

 

The church had a name, a reputation for being great in the past. But now 

there was no active faith. Romans 14:23 informs us that “whatever is not of faith 

is sin.” Faith has to have an object upon which to focus to draw power. Faith has 

no power on its own. It draws power from its focus. This church had lost its focus 

on Christ, the vine and so the branch withered. 

 

When there is no faith there is no love, no caring, no good deeds, no true praise 

to God, there is no witnessing of the truth to others; there is no joy. In the church 

at Sardis songs were sung, prayers were offered, sermons were preached, but it 

was all hollow. In Matthew 15:8 Jesus, quoting Isaiah sad this about the religious 

people of his day:  

Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 
8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, 

And honor Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from Me.’ 

 

This was the banner hanging over the door at the church at Sardis. God 

forbid it ever hangs over our door! But why do our hearts move away from God? 

Our hearts move away either because we fall in love with other things, or the 

pressures of life take their toll. This is why proverbs 4:23 commands us to “Keep 

[guard] your heart with all diligence. For out of it spring the issues of life.” 

 

In his last letter to Timothy Paul wrote of a companion who did not guard 

his heart. And so he left Paul alone in prison and left the work of God “having 

loved this present world.” In other words there was too much pressure living as a 

believer. And so he allowed the world to seduce him. And he walked away.  

 

At Sardis the believers did not walk away physically, but they did in their 

hearts. Their hearts were focused in indulgence and pleasure. Like the city they 

lived in they lived for luxury and it made them lazy. But let’s read what God says 

to us about the “good life.” 



Command those who are rich in this present age  

not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches  

but in the living God, who gives us richly all things  

to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in  

good works, ready to give, willing to share,  
19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for  

the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

(1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

 

 God does give us richly all things to enjoy. But if we have the goods then 

we need to share the goods and serve to the glory of God. In Sardis the sought 

the gifts and not the giver 

  

And so he church was going through the motions. On Sunday songs were 

sung, but half-heartedly. Prayers were offered and eyes were closed, but some 

were taking a nap. When the teaching was given the preacher’s heart was dull 

and people pretended to read their Bible on their smart phones, but they were 

playing games. 

 

No one called another believer during the week. No one sent a bless 

note. No one called the pastor to say thank you for the work you do. No one 

spoke about Christ to a neighbor or co-worker. No one taught another believer 

and “explained the way of God more accurately” like Priscilla and Aquila did 

with Apollos in Acts 18. No—not anymore. They had plateaued. They were 

resting on their laurels. But the Lord Jesus Christ still loves this blood bought 

church. So what does the Head of the church say to his comatose, lifeless 

body? 

 

Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,  

that are ready to die, for I have not found your works  

perfect before God. 

(Revelation 3:2) 

 

 The phrase “be watchful” in the Greek text literally means to chase sleep 

away. In our own terms it is “Wake up!” This command is given often in the New 

Testament. In Romans 13:11, 14 we are told,  

 

now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now  

our salvation is nearer than when we first believed… 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

1 Corinthians 16:13, 14 says, “Watch [wake up], stand fast in the faith, be brave, 

be strong. Let all that you do be done with love.” Ephesians 5:14, 15 declares,  

 



Awake, you who sleep, 

Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.” 

 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools  

but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days 

 are evil. 

 

 Jesus Christ told the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Watch 

[wake up] and pray, lest you fall into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but 

the flesh is weak.”4 Jesus said to the church at Sardis and to all of us “Wake up 

before it’s too late.” 

 

Be watchful [wake up!], and strengthen the things  

which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not  

found your works perfect before God. 

(Revelation 3:2) 

 

 Jesus Christ called all of us to do good works; to be involved, to shine our 

Christian light. Find a way to love, to serve, to give and follow through on it. 

Persist until you succeed.  

 

Remember therefore how you have received and heard;  

hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will 

 come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what  

hour I will come upon you. 

(Revelation 3:3) 

 

 There is hope. There is always a way to get back into fellowship with Christ. 

So how do we wake up? The answer is “Remember.” Remember the thrill in your 

heart when you first heard the god news. Remember what it was like to know all 

your sins are forgiven. Remember when you learned you had Christ in you the 

hope of glory.5 Remember that you are an ambassador for Christ. As Paul told 

Timothy “stir up the gift of God which is in you.”6 

 

 Look at the cross. Think about all that it means. Then repent. Turn your life 

around. Stop being infatuated or dulled by the world around you. Get busy—

you still have work to do. This is your moment in history. And we must pray for the 

future. Don’t let Christ sneak up on you in judgement and blow out your candle.  
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You have a few names even in Sardis who have not  

defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in  

white, for they are worthy. 

(Revelation 3:4) 

 

 The candle of light in the church at Sardis has not been totally snuffed out. 

There were a few who were still spiritually fervent. And they could make a 

difference. There is a short poem titled “One Man Awake.” And the last line 

reads “One man with dawn in his eyes multiplies.” 

 

 And then Christ makes a wonderful promise to those who are faithful. They 

will walk with him in white garments. White clothing was worn in ancient times 

during festivals. It was a symbol of victory. This is a tremendous promise to be in 

great and intimate fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ for all eternity. And still 

there is more to come. 

 
   He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,  

and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;  

but I will confess his name before My Father and before  

His angels. 6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the  

Spirit says to the churches.’ 

(Revelation 3:5, 6) 

 

 The last part of verse 5 has been problematic for some people. If the Lord 

says he will “not” blot out the names of the overcomers from the Book of Life, 

does this mean that some names will be erased? The promise here is that the 

Lord will never, ever, erase your name. If your name is in the Book of Life it will be 

there forever.  

 

 Let me show you this truth from God’s Word. First let me remind you that 

when God promised the new covenant, He promised to give us a new heart 

and to put His Spirit in us. He would write His law upon our hearts. All of this will 

enable us to keep God’s Word.7 Also Jesus said the following to his disciples. 

 

Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are  

subject to you, but rather rejoice because your  

names are written in heaven. 

(Luke 10:20) 

 

 Jesus was speaking to his disciples. Sometimes they did what was good 

and right and sometimes they sinned. But the Lord assures them that their names 

are written in heaven. Here is another verse of assurance in Romans 8. 
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For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be  

conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be  

the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom  

He predestined, these He also called; whom He called,  

these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He  

also glorified. 

(Romans 8:29, 30) 

 

 The truth taught here is that if you are a believer, God knew you would 

be. And he called you and justified you and glorified you. In other words you are 

saved and will be fully saved when Christ returns. And your glorification is secure. 

Let me give you one more example that your name will never be erased from 

the Book of Life. 

 

The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend  

out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those  

who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not  

written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, 

 when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. 

(Revelation 17:8) 

 

 The context here speaks of the beast, the anti-Christ who will persecute 

God’s people. If your name is in the Book of Life then it has been there from the 

foundation of the world and it will remain there forever. You will not marvel at 

the beast. You have been called, justified and as good as glorified. You will 

always be saved. The conquering that keeps you from being erased is 

guaranteed by being in the Book. 

 

He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments,  

and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life;  

but I will confess his name before My Father and before  

His angels.6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’” 

(Revelation 3:5, 6) 

 

 So, what is the point of the warning and the promise if we can never lose 

our salvation? It is the same as the exhortation in Philippians 2:12, 13 where it 

says,  

 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,  

not as in my presence only, but now much more in  

my absence, work out your own salvation with fear  

and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both  



to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

 

 God is in you by means of His Spirit. You will never lose the Spirit. But do not 

be indifferent to this truth. Do not be lax or lazy. Wake up! Let is forget the past. 

Let us press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus.8  Allow the reality of who you are and what you have in Christ to wake 

you up. Just like our Lord Jesus called the rotting corpse of Lazarus back to life, 

so he speaks to us through the Word of God and breathes into us new life. 

Breathe in deeply! 
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