
Revelation 3:14-22 

 

Behold, I Stand at the Door 

 

 

 

 We have now arrived at the last of Christ’s letters to the seven churches of 

Revelation. And again, let me repeat that these were real churches. But both 

their good qualities as well as their sins could be characteristic of any church, 

anywhere, at any time. 

 

 The church of Laodicea had the disheartening honor of being the only 

church in Revelation of which Christ has nothing good to say. He offers them 

hope for change. But there is nothing here for him to praise.  

 

 The city itself was famous for three primary things. Number one was 

finances. It was a wealthy city known for banking and business. Number two was 

fashion. It was renowned for the soft, black wool it produced that was 

considered a luxury item. And number three was pharmaceuticals. There was a 

famous medical school that produced a special cream or paste for eye 

problems. 

 

 Jesus is going to allude to all of this when he reproves the church, plus one 

more thing about the city. Its water was undrinkable. It was tepid with a white 

sediment and when drinking it you would be nauseated. And so water had to 

be piped into the city through a series of aqueducts. 

 

 Like the city this church was wealthy, but nauseating to the Lord. It had 

been a lukewarm church for a long time. In fact, years before when the apostle 

Paul wrote to the Colossians, he rebuked a minister in Laodicea. Here’s what he 

wrote: “Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read in the 

church of Laodicea…And say to Archippus, ‘Take heed to the ministry you have 

received in the Lord, that you fulfill it.’”1  

 

 It seems this church was tepid and half-hearted for a while. So the Lord 

Jesus sends mail to this church and like all the others it begins with a powerful 

description of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 

‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness,  

the Beginning of the creation of God: 

(Revelation 3:14) 

                                                           
1
 Colossians 4:16, 17 



 Jesus first identifies himself as the “Amen, the Faithful and True Witness.” 

When we say “Amen” at the end of a prayer or a solemn statement we mean 

“so be it” or “it is so.” “Amen” is our guarantee or statement of approval for 

what has been said. Jesus Christ is telling us that we can trust him and all that he 

tells us is without question and beyond all doubt. This is why 2 Corinthians 1:20 

declares, “For all the promises of God in [Christ] are Yes, and in Him Amen, to 

the glory of God.” 

 

 Secondly, our Lord says that he is “the Beginning of the creation of God.” 

This phrase has been greatly misunderstood. The Greek word translated 

“Beginning” is arche and it can mean ruler or magistrate or first in rank. So our 

Lord Jesus Christ is, as the New International Version and other translations have 

it “the Ruler of the creation of God.” In Genesis 1, Adam was given dominion or 

ruler-ship over creation. He lost this dominion because of sin. Jesus Christ, 

because he conquered sin has been given ruler-ship of creation.  

 

 Also in Genesis 41 Pharaoh gave Joseph ruler-ship over his whole house 

and set him as ruler over all the land of Egypt. So too, in like manner God has 

made Jesus Lord over all of creation. But there will come a time when Christ will 

give this authority and ruler-ship back to God. In 1 Corinthians 15: 24-28 we read,  

 

Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom  

to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule  

and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till  

He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy  

that will be destroyed is death.  
 

27 For “He [God] has put all things under His [Christ’s]feet.”  

But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident  

that He [God] who put all things under Him is excepted.  
28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the  

Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things  

under Him, that God may be all in all. 

 

 Jesus Christ will rule over all things until every enemy, including death is 

totally defeated. And then Jesus will bend his knee, as we all will to the one true 

God who is sovereign over all of creation. Now let’s return to Revelation to read 

what the Lord reveals about the church of Laodicea. 

 

I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.  

I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because  

you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit  

you out of My mouth. 

(Revelation 3:15, 16) 



 The Lord Jesus was proud of the church at Philadelphia. It was the little 

church that could. But this church at Laodicea made the Lord sick to his 

stomach. Like the tepid, sickening water of the city there was a lukewarm, 

nauseating quality about this church.  

 

 What made the Lord sick? They were indifferent to the things of God and 

passionate about the things of the world. Their faith had ceased to have any 

immediate relevance. Their faith did not affect how they thought and acted. It 

did not affect how they spent their time or their money, or how they worked or 

what they loved or feared. They sought after luxury, money and comfort. 

 

Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy,  

and have need of nothing’—and do not know that  

you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—  
18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire,  

that you may be rich; and white garments, that you  

may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness  

may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye  

salve, that you may see.  

(Revelation 3:17, 18) 

 

 This church was a success in their own eyes and perhaps in the eyes of the 

world. They were rich. They had a beautiful building and campus. The pews 

were filled every Sunday. Everyone wore their best clothes, made right there in 

Laodicea’s fine fashion industry. Their services were filled with exciting music. The 

“sermonettes” were positive and peppy. This was the place to be on Sunday 

morning! There were no needs in this church—or so they thought. 

 

 Christ said you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked. And so 

Jesus Christ counsels them to buy gold refined in the fire. They were rich in 

money but poor in faith. In his first letter, the apostle Peter wrote about our faith 

“being more precious than gold that perishes.” And he wrote of it being tested 

by fire; the trials and struggles of life. Money can have a lot of power. But if all 

you have to meet life’s challenges is money, you are poor indeed. Only faith, 

tried and refined and focused on the things of God can meet the deep and 

real needs of your life. 

 

 Christ also tells the Laodiceans to buy white garments from him to cover 

their nakedness. Even though Laodicea was a fashion center, the people were 

spiritually naked. Their faith had not adorned them in good works or godly 

character. The apostle Paul wrote in Titus that our behavior at work out in the 

world should adorn the gospel of God. And Peter wrote that our adornment is 



more that jewelry and clothes, but the beauty and quality of our heart and 

character.2  

 

Jesus Christ wants this church to come back to what is really important: 

faith, love and hope. He wants them to be clothed with the power of the Spirit.3 

In the story of the prodigal son, when he finally came to his senses and went 

home, his father put the best robe on him. The Lord wants this church to stop 

being prodigal and to come home. 

 

Finally, the Lord offers medicine for their blindness. They could not see life 

spiritually. They did not understand it from a biblical perspective. Their priorities 

were wrong. So if they will turn to Christ and live by faith and obedience to 

God’s Word their blindness would be healed.  

 

Are you lukewarm? When you think about your life and your future do you 

just think about having more money and a good retirement? Or do you think 

about fellowship with God and how to minister and serve others? If you have 

time to read a novel or watch TV or read your Bible what would you do? If you 

have time to check your email or go to Facebook or Twitter or to pray what 

would you do? If you could take to someone would it be about the basketball 

game or Jesus Christ? I’m not saying that you have to read your Bible and 

witness 24/7, but what is the priority of your life? 

 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be  

zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and  

knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,  

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 

(Revelation 3:19, 20) 

 

 If Christ cared nothing for his people he would simply leave this church in 

its wretched condition. But he loves this blood bought church! Proverbs 3:11, 12 

tells us this: 

 

My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, 

Nor detest His correction; 
12 For whom the Lord loves He corrects, 

Just as a father the son in whom he delights. 

 

                                                           
2
 Titus 2:10; 1 Peter 3:3, 4. Also to be naked in the ancient world was a sign of shame and disgrace. It was God’s 

threat to Israel, through Ezekiel that the nation’s enemies would strip the country and parade them naked through 
the streets because of the sin and faithlessness (Ezk. 16:37-39). 
3
 Luke 24:49. What the Father promised was the gift of the Spirit (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:1-21). 



 Jesus loves this church. He gave his life for the people in this church. And 

so he cuts them with a sever warning. Proverbs 27:6 declares “Faithful are the 

wounds of a friend.” You and I have no greater friend than the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 God has given us a friend, a Savior in Jesus Christ to pull us out of sin. It is a 

terrible thing to be alone in sin. When Israel rebelled against God, He spoke to 

the prophet Hosea and said, “Ephraim [Israel] is joined to idols, let him alone.” 

But these believers at Laodicea are blood bought. Therefore Jesus would not 

leave them alone and said “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.”  

 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears  

My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and  

dine with him, and he with Me. 

(Revelation 3:20)  

 

 This is one of the most beautiful verses of Scripture. And it should break our 

hearts! The Lord is pleading for us to open to him the door of our hearts. This 

verse has often been used to win people to faith in Christ. But this is the Lord 

speaking to believers, to his people. It is a sad thing when Christ is on the outside 

of your heart.  

 

 There is a famous painting of Jesus standing by a house and knocking at 

the door. The interesting thing about the door is that there is no handle on the 

outside of the door. The door can only be opened by the person inside—by you! 

In Ephesians 3 there is a powerful prayer. It is a prayer, God’s desire that Christ 

may dwell in our hearts.  

 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family  

in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would  

grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to  

be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the 

 inner man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts  

through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded  

in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the  

saints what is the width and length and depth and  

height— 19 to know the love of Christ which passes  

knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness  

of God. 

(Ephesians 3:14-18) [my emphasis in bold] 

 

 The central core of this prayer is for Christ to dwell in our hearts. When this 

happens we are strengthened with all might, we are rooted in love and we are 

filled with all the fullness of God.  



 

 The Greek word translated “dwell” means to be at home, to be settled in. 

Did you ever go to someone’s house for dinner and it was all kind of formal and 

uncomfortable? But then you go to someone else’s house for dinner and it’s like 

you are home. There’s love and laughter and intimacy. You feel at home.  

 

 Christ wants to come into your heart and share a meal and love and 

laughter and joy with us. Christ is in you because you are saved, but does he 

feel at home in your heart? Or is he crowded out by so many other things? 

 
   Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone  

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in  

to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him  

who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My  

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My  

Father on His throne. 
22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says  

to the churches. 

(Revelation 3:20-22) 

 

 The messages that Christ sent to the seven churches in Revelation were 

not meant just for them. A story is told about a man who would go up to the 

preacher after the service and say “Great sermon preacher! That’s just what 

these people needed to hear.” He did this week after week.  

 

 Then one Sunday the weather was really bad and only the preacher and 

this man were at the service. But the preacher still put his whole heart into what 

he taught. Afterward the man said “Great sermon preacher! But too bad those 

who needed to hear this weren’t here.” 

 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ offers to all of us a share in his honor and glory. Let us 

not just be successful as the world sees it. Let us be faithful as God sees it. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


