
Revelation 3:7-13 

 

Hold Fast To What You Have 

 

 

 

 In our study of Revelation we have come to the second to the last letter of 

Christ to the seven churches.  Of all the letters to the seven churches there are 

only two that do not receive a rebuke. The first is the persecuted church at 

Smyrna. The second is the church we will read about today, the church at 

Philadelphia.  

 

Philadelphia was the youngest of the seven cities mentioned in 

Revelation. It was founded by people from Pergamum for a special purpose. 

The city was to be a missionary city that would promote Greek culture; its art, 

science, philosophy and language to surrounding lands and beyond. It did its 

job well. So too did the church at Philadelphia. The church there was a weak 

and small church. But it had a great Lord. 

 

In each letter Jesus Christ identifies himself often in keeping with the vision 

John saw of the glorified Christ in chapter 1. Jesus Christ holds the seven stars in 

his right hand which means he supports and protects the church. He walks 

among the lampstands showing he knows what goes on in the church. He is the 

First and the Last. He was dead and is alive. This tells us that he has power over 

death and the grave.  

 

Jesus has the two edged sword and speaks God’s Word to both heal and 

to judge. His eyes are like a flame of fire and his feet like fine brass. Our Lord sees 

all that we do and understands our hearts and he judges our motives. He has 

the seven Spirits of God revealing that Christ now has all power and insight and 

wisdom and authority. Next Sunday we will see in the last letter that Jesus reveals 

himself as the faithful and true witness. He alone reveals the character and will 

of God. 

 

Today, to the church at Philadelphia Christ proclaims that he is holy and 

true. And that he has the keys of David. What he opens no one shuts and what 

he shuts no one opens. I’ll explain this as we get into the letter in a moment. But 

our Lord intends for every one of these introductions to build our confidence 

and faith in him.  

 

Our faith must always have an object upon which to focus and is only as 

good as that object. For example, when you came here this morning and saw 

the chairs you had faith, you were confident that the chair would support you. If 



you sat down and were supported then your faith would be validated. But if the 

chair broke and you fell your faith would have been misplaced. 

 

True biblical faith is not made strong by thinking about faith. It is made 

strong as you focus and think about the greatness of God and Christ. All 

authority in heaven and earth has been granted to Jesus Christ.1 The fullness of 

the Godhead dwells bodily in Christ.2 He is our Lord and Savior and Judge and 

Rewarder.3 Turn your eyes upon Jesus and your faith will increase. With that let’s 

read our Lord’s letter to the church at Philadelphia. 

 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 

‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He  

who has the key of David, He who opens and no one  

shuts, and shuts and no one opens. 

(Revelation 3:7) 

 

 In his introduction Jesus Christ announces himself with three great titles. He 

is first the holy one. To be holy is to be distinguished, to be different than others, 

to be unique. In Isaiah 6:3 God is worshipped as the angels cry out “Holy, holy, 

holy is the LORD of hosts.” God is ultimately different from all of His creation. He 

alone is eternal, pure, righteous and full of love. God is light and in Him is no 

darkness at all. So too Jesus Christ is holy; he shares in the purity and 

righteousness and love of his Father, God. He is unique among all of humanity 

having overcome the power of sin.  

 

 Secondly, Jesus Christ is true. There are two Greek words translated as 

true. One word is alethes which means that it is true as opposed to false. I am 

standing behind a lecturn, which is true. I am not standing behind a wall. The 

other Greek word is alethinos which means real as opposed to unreal. It is not 

phoney. It is genuine rather than counterfeit. Real: not imaginary. This is the word 

that Christ uses when he tells us that he is true. 

 

 When we look at Christ we see the reality of what God is like and we see 

what genuine humanity is to be. Thirdly, our Lord has the key of David who 

opens and no one shuts. Biblically a key is the symbol of authority. Jesus has all 

authority in heaven and earth. But there is also an Old Testament reference 

behind this phrase.  

 

 During the days of Hezekiah was King of Judah a man named Shebna 

was his chief of staff. But he was an evil and wicked man. So God disposed of 
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him and installed a man named Eliakim. Eliakim was a righteous and faithful 

man. God said of him,  

 

Then it shall be in that day, 

That I will call My servant Eliakim… 
22 The key of the house of David 

I will lay on his shoulder; 

So he shall open, and no one shall shut; 

And he shall shut, and no one shall open. 

(Isaiah 22:20-22) 

 

 No one had access to the king unless Eliakim allowed it. And in like 

manner Jesus alone has the authority to grant access to the kingdom of God 

and the New Jerusalem. This is why Christ declared “I am the ay, the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”4 We must always keep 

in mind, as good as any man or woman might be, be they atheist, agnostic, 

Hindu, Muslim, or Buddhist, no one is saved except by faith in Christ. He alone is 

the door to the sheepfold.5 

 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 

‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He  

who has the key of David, He who opens and no one  

shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  8 “I know your works.  

See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can  

shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word,  

and have not denied My name. 

(Revelation 3:7, 8) 

 

 To the church at Philadelphia Christ makes a boundless promise. He says “I 

know your works” and “I have set before you an open door, and no one can 

shut it.” What does this mean? From the immediate context it is the door to the 

coming kingdom of God. Just as Eliakim had the keys to admit someone into the 

presence of the king, so Jesus is the door to the presence of God.  

 

 But in the greater context of the New Testament this is a door of missionary 

opportunity. When the apostle Paul was in Ephesus he stayed there for two years 

teaching the Word of God. And he wrote to the Corinthians about this and said,  

 

 

But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 9 For a great  

and effective door has opened to me, and there are  
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many adversaries. 

(1 Corinthians 16:8, 9) 

 

In 2 Corinthians 2:12 Paul wrote “when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s 

gospel…a door was opened to me by the Lord.”6 

 

 The idea of a door of opportunity to share the Word of God seems fit for 

the church at Philadelphia. Just as the city itself was founded to make known 

and promote Greek culture, so this small church is given an open door to make 

known the truths of Scripture. 

 

 There are doors of missionary opportunity open to us many times if we are 

willing to walk through the door. And we do not necessarily need to go to a far 

off country. There are opportunities to share the good news of Jesus Christ with 

family and friends, and with neighbors and co-workers. If we listen to people 

with the heart of Christ we can hear the door open as people talk with us and 

share their lives.  

 

 The Lord opened a door for the church at Philadelphia to make known 

the good news. And like the door he opened for Paul at Ephesus there were 

problems and adversaries. But Christ will take care of the adversaries—when he 

opens a door no one can shut it! 

 

 Jesus opened the door of outreach for this church, because they were 

faithful. They kept his word and did not deny his name even though they had 

little strength. Perhaps this church was a small fellowship. Maybe there were only 

a handful of people. On their own they had few resources and little strength. But 

didn’t Jesus promise “…where two or three are gathered together in My name, I 

am there in the midst of them”? And Scripture tells us that when we are weak 

we are strong if we allow the power of Christ to be upon us.7 

 

 You see when God wants to know if a church is big enough to carry on His 

work, He doesn’t measure the physical size of the congregation. He puts the 

tape measure around our hearts. Do we love the Lord? Do we love one 

another? Is our faith and hope centered on our great Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ? 

 

 Physical size does not matter. When the army of Israel faced the Philistines 

and Goliath they were at a loss until young, nobody David said to Goliath, “You 

come to me with a sword, with a spear…But I come to you in the name of the 
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LORD of hosts.”8 The door for outreach was open to this little church that could. 

And many were coming to faith in Jesus Christ, even many Jews and so there 

was fierce opposition from the synagogue. 

 

Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan,  

who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed  

I will make them come and worship before your feet,  

and to know that I have loved you. 

(Revelation 3:9) 

 

 As with the church at Smyrna the believers in Philadelphia were being 

oppressed somehow by the Jewish community. And again just as in Smyrna 

Christ calls these people the “synagogue of Satan.” This seems harsh to our 

politically correct ears. But although they were Jews ethnically, they were not in 

heart.9 In rejecting Jesus as the Christ and in persecuting the church, they 

became a tool of Satan as much as the pagans were.  

 

 Christ promises this small church of little earthly stature that he will make 

their adversaries to bow before them and to know they are loved by Christ. This 

concept would be understood by Jews both in the church and in the 

synagogue. Isaiah prophesied to Jews about their Gentile enemies, “the sons of 

your oppressors will come bowing before you.”10 Now the tables are turned; 

instead of Gentiles bowing before Jewish feet, Jews will bow before Christians.  

 

 The church at Philadelphia was small and had its own little strength. And it 

was oppressed. Yet it was to this church that Jesus had opened to them a door 

of opportunity. The ancient city of Philadelphia was founded to promote Greek 

culture. What the city was for Greek culture the church was to be for the good 

news.  

 

 The same can be true today. Christ is always looking for a faithful church 

where he can reveal his power. He is ready to open doors if we are ready to 

work. We are a small church but our God and our Savior are strong! Dare we 

resolve to expect great things from God and to attempt great things for God? 

Here is the ebb and flow of the Christian life: freely we have received, so let us 

freely give.11 

 

Because you have kept My command to persevere,  

I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come  
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upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

(Revelation 3:10) 

 

 This is not a promise to keep believers from life’s struggles. In more than 

one place in the New Testament we are told that in the world we will face 

struggles and trials. Nor is this a promise that the church will be rescued from the 

Great Tribulation. This is a promise, one of many, assuring God’s people that they 

will be spared the wrath of God.  

 

Here are my reasons for teaching this. First, the trial mentioned will affect 

the whole world. But the Great Tribulation is Satan’s war against God’s people. 

And secondly the phrase “those who dwell on the earth” is always used in 

Revelation to refer to unbelievers.12  

 

Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have,  

that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes,  

I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he  

shall go out no more. I will write on him the name of My  

God and the name of the city of My God, the New  

Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My  

God. And I will write on him My new name. 

(Revelation 3:11, 12) 

 

 Notice first that in these verses Jesus refers to God three times as “My 

God.” Jesus is not God, he has a God.13 But why is there a word of warning 

given to this church? There is nothing to blame or to criticize. Well, why is there a 

warning, a stop sign at the intersection of two roads? It is to keep you safe. 

 

 So Christ warns his church—hold fast to what you have and hold forth the 

Word of life.14 Walk through the open door of opportunity. And your reward will 

be fourfold. First, you will be a pillar in the temple of God. In other words you will 

have a place of prominence, beauty and strength in the coming kingdom. 

Secondly, you will have the name of God upon you. In biblical times one’s 

name said something about your character. This speaks of our revealing the 

character of God because we belong to Him. 

 

 Thirdly, we will carry the name of the New Jerusalem. Our true citizenship 

in not tied to this dying age, but to the everlasting age to come. And finally, we 

will carry Christ’s new name. revelation 19:16 tells us that Christ’s new name is 
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King of kings and Lord of lords. The overcomer will rule and reign with Christ in 

the age to come.  

 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to  

the churches. 

(Revelation 3:13) 

 

 Do you see the point of all of this? The great key to powerful Christian 

living is to focus on Jesus Christ and to keep the Word of God. It is to make 

known the good news even when facing opposition. The rewards are eternally 

better that any worldly prize which is only temporary.  

 

 May our Lord Jesus Christ see our works and that we love him and will 

never deny his name. And though we are poor and weak and small my he use 

us to do great works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


