
Revelation 6 

 

The Seven Seals 

 

 

 

 One of the strongest pieces of evidence on the divine inspiration and 

reliability of the Bible is that the great themes of the Old Testament and the New 

Testament merge and interlock. And one of the great themes where we find this 

interlocking of truths concerns the end times. What Daniel wrote in the Old 

Testament fits with what Jesus taught. And what Jesus taught fits with the New 

Testament letters and the book of Revelation. 

 

 This is inspiring when you realize that Daniel and Revelation are separated 

by over five hundred years. In 2 Timothy 3:16 we read that “All Scripture is given 

by inspiration of God.” And we can take great comfort and encouragement 

from that reality. 

 

 Last Sunday from Matthew 24 we saw the general signs of the last days 

that will lead us to the last seven years of this age. This leads to the great 

tribulation, the return of Christ and our gathering together to him, then the Day 

of the LORD—the time of God’s wrath on the earth.  

 

 As Christ opens the seven seals on the scroll he took from God’s hand, the 

beginning of the labor pains of world events has intensified. The last seven years 

have begun. And although things have intensified you will see how the events of 

Revelation 6 correspond to Matthew 24. You have a hand-out that goes along 

with this teaching. 

 

 Now, we need to remember that the action is continuing from chapters 4 

and 5 where God is on His throne and both He and Christ are worshipped and 

praised. So Jesus takes the scroll and begins to reveal the last days of this age. 

 

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals;  

and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with  

a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked,  

and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow;  

and a crown was given to him, and he went out  

conquering and to conquer. 

(Revelation 6:1, 2) 

 

 The phrase “Come and see” is not in the best manuscripts. It is simply the 

word “Come.” This is not a call for John to come and see, it is a command for 

the horse and rider to come forth. There has been some debate about who or 



what the horse and rider are and represent. Some have tried to identify the rider 

as Jesus Christ. This is because in Revelation 19 Jesus rides a white horse. But the 

context of the two passages are different and so are the riders. 

 

 In Revelation 6 the rider is given a stepahnos which is a victor’s crown, like 

a laurel wreath. In Revelation 19 Jesus Christ is seen wearing many royal crowns. 

In Revelation 19 Jesus is using a very sharp sword. Here the rider has a bow, but 

no arrows. Both Jesus and this rider are crowned and both set out to conquer. 

But let’s think for a moment. Who is like Christ, but is not Christ? In view of 

Matthew 24:4, 5 and the warning not to be deceived by Messianic pretenders 

and the false Christs, this is a deceiver, the ultimate Antichrist! 

 

 Since the time of Christ’s resurrection there have been many false Christs. 

In fact John in his first letter wrote that the “the spirit of the Antichrist, which you 

have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.”1 But when the last 

seven years of this age begins the final, all powerful Antichrist will begin his rule 

by deception. And those who do not worship the one true God, who do not 

have saving faith in Christ and who do not love the truth will be deceived, even 

as people are deceived today. But it will be worse. The apostle Paul wrote 

about this as well. 

 

The coming of the lawless one2 is according to the  

working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying  

wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception  

among those who perish, because they did not  

receive the love of the truth, that they might be  

saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them  

strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,  
12 that they all may be condemned who did not  

believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

(2 Thessalonians 2:9-12) 

 

 People who reject the truth will come under the all-powerful delusion of 

Satan and will perish, even as those who reject the truth today will perish. The 

beast, the Antichrist will take his place of power not by force at first, but by 

deceit. No wonder the first words of our Lord in Matthew 24 are “Take heed that 

no one deceives you.” The final push of evil begins when God unrestrains Satan. 

And He allows sinful human nature to believe a lie. 

 

When He opened the second seal, I heard the  

second living creature saying, “Come and see.”  

                                                           
1
 1 John 4:1-3 

2
 The Antichrist 



4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted  

to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth,  

and that people should kill one another; and there was  

given to him a great sword. 

(Revelation 6:3, 4) 

 

 It is easy to know what this horse and rider represent. It is war. But not just 

war between opposing armies. The idea here is the anarchy of raw slaughter. 

This is like mob fanaticism, Jihad, ethnic cleansing, racial conflict and personal 

betrayal. I want to point something out to you that is really important. 

 

 Verse 2 says of the Antichrist that “a crown was given to him.” Here in 

verse 4 it says “it was granted” to the rider” to take peace.” Some people assert 

that it is Satan who gives the crown and grants the evil. And that is true but not 

the whole story. Ultimately it is God who allows this to happen. Remember, it is 

Jesus Christ who is opening the seals on the scroll. It is the living creatures, the 

cherubim who are calling forth the riders.  

 

 But I know you are asking yourself, “Why would God allow this to 

happen?” Why would God allow deception and war and every other bad thing 

to happen on the earth? The answer is humanity’s sin. The terrible things we read 

about in Matthew 24 and are reading now are all the result of the power of sin. 

These things are not God’s ultimate wrath that comes up later in Revelation. But 

it is wrath in the sense that He is allowing the world to suffer the consequences of 

its sin and idolatry. Let me show this to you from Romans 1. 

 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against  

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who  

suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what  

may be known of God is manifest in them, for God  

has shown it to them.  

 
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible  

attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the  

things that are made, even His eternal power and  

Godhead, so that they are without excuse,  
21 because, although they knew God, they did not  

glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became  

futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were  

darkened.  

 
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools… 
24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness,  

in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies  



among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of  

God for the lie…26 For this reason God gave them up  

to vile passions. For even their women exchanged  

the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise  

also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,  

burned in their lust for one another… 

 
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their  

knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind,  

to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled  

with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, 

covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife,  

deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, 

 haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil  

things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, 

unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;  

(Romans 1:18-31) [my emphasis] 

 

 Just like today, in the last days God is giving people what they want. If 

they want to reject God they will suffer the consequences of their sin. Only in the 

last days it will be intensified. 

 

When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living  

creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold,  

a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales  

in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four  

living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius,  

and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not  

harm the oil and the wine.” 

(Revelation 6:5, 6) 

 

 Some Bible scholars understand the horse and rider to represent 

widespread famine. And this does correspond to Matthew 24:7. But there is also 

something more here. The scale to measure out the grain and the high prices 

reflect severe monetary inflation. 

 

 Normally a denarius, which was a day’s wage, would buy about 12 quarts 

of wheat and three times as much barely. So what you have here is hyper-

inflation where a whole day’s pay only buys enough food for one person per 

day. As for the oil and the wine they seem to be untouched. But perhaps daily 

necessities3 become luxury items because of the inflation. 

 

                                                           
3
 Oil was necessary for cooking and wine was often used to purify water 



When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of  

the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So  

I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of  

him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with  

him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the  

earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by  

the beasts of the earth. 

(Revelation 6:7, 8) 

 

 The evil these horsemen represent have brought horror and sorrow to 

every sphere of human life. The painful consequences of sin and Satan’s wrath 

have reached its zenith. The Greek word for “pale” horse describes the ashen 

green of a decomposing human body. Death rides this horse with Hades (or the 

grave) sitting right behind him. The word “death” in verse 8 should be 

understood as pestilence. And the word “beasts” should not be understood as 

animals, wild beasts, but as the beast, the Antichrist.  

 

 Thirty-eight times in revelation this word “beast” refers to the man of sin, 

the Antichrist. During his rule in the Middle East he brings great destruction to a 

fourth of the earth. According to Daniel 2 and Ezekiel 38 the geography of the 

fourth of the world includes Libya, Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Iraq, 

Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

 

 We have reached the point with the fourth seal where we are in the midst 

of the great tribulation. There are no more horsemen to come. We have now 

arrived at the fifth seal. 

 

When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar  

the souls of those who had been slain for the word of  

God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And  

they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord,  

holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on  

those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was  

given to each of them; and it was said to them that they  

should rest a little while longer, until both the number of  

their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be  

killed as they were, was completed. 

(Revelation 6:9-11) 

 

 Just as there are not really four horsemen bringing evil, there are not really 

dead people under the altar. This is all symbolic. These martyred ones are told to 

rest. They are asleep in death in all reality; they are unconscious until the voice 



of Christ calls them back to life.4 Still symbolically these martyrs, like Abel’s blood 

cried out from the ground,5 call out for justice. 

 

 Let’s stop and think about this so we can sense the injustice. These 

martyred one are people who are faithful to God and Jesus Christ and to the 

Word of God. They are slaughtered for loving God. What God calls good the 

world calls evil. But they must rest in the grave until the full number of the faithful 

pay the price they did.  

 

 But also know this; God will repay the evil that was done to His saints. As it 

is written, “’Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.”6 And the first 

payment of God’s wrath is about to be made with the sixth seal. Between verse 

11 and verse 12, according to Matthew 24 is where we have Christ’s return to 

gather together God’s people. Jesus will come according to Matthew 24 

“immediately after the tribulation” and before the Day of the LORD. And the 

signs in the sixth seal are the signs all the Old Testament prophets and Jesus 

Christ said would precede the Day of the LORD’s wrath. 

 

I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold  

there was a great earthquake; and the sun became  

black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like  

blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a  

fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty  

wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled  

up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its  

place.  

 
15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men,  

the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every  

free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of  

the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks,  

“Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on  

the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the  

great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” 

(Revelation 6: 12-17) 

 

 All of nature goes mad to declare that the end is coming. God displays 

His might so that people would repent. Instead prideful, foolish sinners of all rank 

desire the disintegrating world to hide them from the wrath of the Lamb. Their 

thoughts are sheer folly! 
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 The “wrath of the Lamb,” what a strange phrase this is. But it is really not, 

because the One who was spat upon and crucified now has the full authority 

and power of God to administer justice. There is only one place of refuge from 

the wrath to come and that is salvation by God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

For when we were still without strength, in due time  

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous  

man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone  

would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own  

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ  

died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified  

by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

(Romans 5:6-9) [my emphasis] 

 

 Justified by the blood of Christ we are saved from wrath. Amazing grace! 

There is one seal left to open. It is the seventh seal which unleashes the seven 

trumpet judgments of God. We will see that in chapter 8. Chapter 7 is an 

interlude where we will see one hundred and forty-four thousand children of 

Israel sealed for God. And we will see the church gathered in heaven before 

God and Christ.  

 

 Why has God allowed us to understand all of this? First, our Father wants us 

to know what is coming so we can stand and be faithful. As followers of Jesus 

Christ we may face troubles in the world, perhaps terrible troubles and even 

persecution. But as the Psalms declare “weeping may endure for the night, but 

joy comes in the morning.”7 

 

 Secondly, all of this is revealed to inspire the urgency of our witness for 

Jesus Christ. you may know someone who is not saved. Share the love of God 

and the Word of God with this person and pray, pray, pray. Today is the day of 

salvation. There is a day coming when it will be too late.  

 

 And finally, God wants us to have insight and wisdom about where the 

moral and spiritual forces in our world are heading. He does not want us to be 

blind-sided or deceived. The problem of evil is the problem of the atheist. We 

know why there is evil. 

 

Chapter 6 ends with an announcement and a question: “the great day of 

His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” The answer is only those who 

are clothed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
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The Lord’s description  
of the 70th week 

The apostle John’s description 
 of the 70th week 

For many will come in My name, saying, “I am the 
Christ,” and will deceive many. 

Matthew 24:5 

The first seal: the white horse and rider: 
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; 

and I head one of the four living creatures saying 
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 

2And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat 
on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and 

he went out conquering and to conquer. 
Revelation 6:1,2 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See 
that you are not troubled; for all these things must 

come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom. 
Matthew 24:6,7a 

The second seal: red horse and rider: 
When He opened the second seal, I heard the second 

living creature saying, “Come and see.” 
4Another, horse, fiery red, went out. And it was 

granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from 
the earth, and that people should kill one another; 

and there was given to him a great sword. 
Revelation 6:3,4 

And there will be famines 
Matthew 24:7b 

The third seal: black horse and rider: 
When He opened the third seal, I heard the third 

living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair 

of scales in his hand. 
6And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 
creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 

and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not 
harm the oil and the wine.” 

Revelation 6:5,6 

Pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 
8All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

Matthew 24: 7c,8 

The fourth seal: pale horse and rider: 
When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of 

the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 
8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name 
of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed 

with him. And power was given to them over a fourth 
of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with 

death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
Revelation 6:7,8 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Lord’s description  
of the 70th week 

The apostle John’s description 
 of the 70th week 

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill 
you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 

name’s sake. 
Matthew 24:9 

The fifth seal:  
      faithful remnant who are martyred: 
When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 
the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 

God and for the testimony which they held. 
10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, until you judge and 

avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 
11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and 
it was said to them that they should rest a little while 
longer, until both the number of their fellow servants 
and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, 

was completed. 
Revelation 6:9 - 11 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. 
Matthew 24:29 

The sixth seal: cosmic disturbances: 
I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, 

there was a great earthquake; and the sun became as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 
13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig 

tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty 
wind. 

Revelation 6: 12,13 

The Rapture/The Return of Christ 
Matthew 24: 29-31 

The Rapture occurs. 
This is immediately followed by the Day of 

the Lord with the opening of the seventh seal 



 

 

 

 


