
Revelation 7 

 

The Lord Knows Those Who Are His 

 

 

 

 The last time we were in Revelation Jesus Christ began to open the seven 

seals on the scroll. The scroll reveals the events of the last seven years of this age. 

While the events of the first five seals result from Satanic and human activity, 

God begins direct action with the opening of the sixth seal.  

 

 It is during the events of the sixth seal, immediately after the great 

tribulation, that all of the Old Testament people of God and all of the New 

Testament people of God will be gathered unto Christ. But those who remain on 

the earth will be in great turmoil. There is a great earthquake and all of earth’s 

fault lines will fracture. And due to the stress created by the earthquake great 

segments of our planets tectonic plates will slip, causing mountains and islands 

to move out of place.  

 

 Whole continents will shift. And because of these quakes there will most 

likely be numerous volcanic eruptions sending great amounts of ash and debris 

into the sky blackening the sun. And the reflected light of the moon will look like 

red blood. All of these cosmic and earthly disturbances will signal that the Day 

of the LORD, the time of God’s wrath is at hand. 

 

 It will begin with the opening of the seventh seal that reveals the seven 

trumpet judgments. But at the end of chapter 6 a profound statement is made 

and a sobering question is asked. “For the great day of His wrath has come, and 

who is able to stand?”1 That question remains and is at the heart of Revelation 

chapter 7. And the answer will bring great relief to all of God’s people. Chapter 

7 will tells us what is happening on earth and in heaven before God’s wrath is 

poured out on a wicked and unbelieving world.  

 

After these things I saw four angels standing at the  

four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the  

earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on  

the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel  

ascending from the east, having the seal of the living  

God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels  

to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,  
3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees  

till we have sealed the servants of our God on their  

                                                           
1
 Revelation 6:17 



foreheads.” 

(Revelation 7:1-3) 

 

 The scene opens with four angels holding back the forces of nature. The 

mention of the four corners of the earth doesn’t mean they thought the world 

was flat. It points to north, south, east and west. It points to the fact that God’s 

wrath will affect the whole world. But before that wrath is poured out the 

servants of God who remain on the earth must be sealed for protection. We will 

learn that these servants of God are a remnant of Israel who will believe in Jesus 

Christ and be a witness to the gospel during the time of the wrath. 

 

 Now, before we get into the details here let’s think about the seals in the 

Bible. We have been reading about the seals on the scroll of end time events. 

As each wax seal is removed from the scroll there is demonic deception and 

war and famine and the martyrdom of God’s people and the convulsions of 

nature. But there is another kind of seal in Scripture, one that speaks of peace, 

protection and promise. And all of us who trust in Christ for salvation have this 

seal. Let me show this to you from Ephesians.  

 

In Him [Christ] you also trusted, after you heard the  

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom  

also, having believed, you were sealed with the  

Holy Spirit of promise, 14 [which] is the guarantee of  

our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased  

possession, to the praise of His glory. 

(Ephesians 1:13, 14) [my emphasis] 

 

 When we believe the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ God’s Spirit 

dwells in each and every one of us. And just like a wax seal on a scroll showed 

who owned the scroll and protected its contents, our being sealed with the Spirit 

shows we are owned by God. The sealing with the Spirit proves that our salvation 

and inheritance of everlasting life and glory is guaranteed.2 Our full redemption 

and inheritance of the kingdom is certain. The proclamation in 2 Timothy 2:19 is 

this: “…the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: ‘The Lord knows 

those who are His’”.  

 

 God knows who belongs to Him. And He knows how to protect them 

should He choose to do so. He knew how to protect Noah and his family from 

the wrath of the flood. He knew how to protect Lot and his family from the 
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 2 Corinthians 5:5 “Now He who has prepared us for this very thing [everlasting life] is God, who also has given us 

the Spirit as a guarantee.”  The Greek word translated “guarantee” literally means a down payment. The word was 
also used in ancient Greece for an engagement ring which is a down payment or guarantee that a wedding will 
take place.  



destruction that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah. And when the final plague hit 

Egypt on the night of the first Passover, God knew how to protect Israel by the 

mark or the seal of the blood of the lamb over the door.  

 

 In the same way God will seal and protect believers from the family of 

Israel in the last days when He pours out His wrath on an evil world. But before 

we read this in Revelation 7, let me show you the prophecy of this event in the 

Old Testament book of Malachi. 

 

 Many of the Old Testament prophets spoke of how God will judge the 

wicked including the wicked in Israel. But those in Israel who loved God feared 

that they too might be swept away in God’s fury. So God told Malachi to speak 

to the faithful that He will remember them and save them when the wicked are 

judged. 

 

Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, 

And the LORD listened and heard them; 

So a book of remembrance was written before Him 

For those who fear the LORD 

And who meditate on His name. 
17 “They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, 

“On the day that I make them My jewels. 

And I will spare them 

As a man spares his own son who serves him.” 
18 Then you shall again discern 

Between the righteous and the wicked, 

Between one who serves God 

And one who does not serve Him. 

 

“For behold, the day is coming, 

Burning like an oven, 

And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. 

And the day which is coming shall burn them up,” 

Says the LORD of hosts, 

“That will leave them neither root nor branch. 
2 But to you who fear My name 

The Sun of Righteousness shall arise 

With healing in His wings; 

And you shall go out 

And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

(Malachi 3:16-4:2) 

 

 What great comfort this promise gave to God’s people. They are His 

jewels, His special treasure. And they will be spared from God’s wrath on the 



wicked. So now we return to Revelation 7 to see this remembrance and sealing 

of the righteous in Israel before the time of God’s wrath. 

 

After these things I saw four angels standing at the  

four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of  

the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,  

on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel  

ascending from the east, having the seal of the living  

God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels  

to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea,  
3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees  

till we have sealed the servants of our God on their  

foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who  

were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand  

of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 

 
5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; 

of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 

(Revelation 7:1-8) 

 

 There is a debate among Bible scholars concerning who the sealed one 

hundred, forty-four thousand people are. The Jehovah’s Witnesses state that 

these are a special class of believers who will be in heaven while lessor believers 

will live on the earth. There is no truth to this at all. Also some Bible expositors 

believe the hundred and forty-four thousand represent the church. There is no 

truth to this either.  

 

 As we will see later in the chapter the church has been gathered together 

in heaven. And those who are being sealed are on the earth (verse 1). They are 

being sealed to protect them from the wrath of God. And verses 4-8 clearly tell 

us they are the remnant of the children of Israel. All of the tribes are listed here 

with the exception of Dan and Ephraim, because both were wicked and often 

led Israel into idolatry. 

 



 These Jews are sealed; they will have the mark of God on them in the 

Spirit. And they will be protected from all of the divine judgments that will fall on 

the world. And they will serve as a witness to God and Jesus Christ. As for the 

meaning of the twelve thousand from each tribe, the apostle Paul in Romans 

9:27 quotes Isaiah and says, “Though the number of the children of Israel be as 

the sand of the sea, the remnant will be saved.”3   

 

Whether the twelve thousand is to be taken literally or figuratively for all 

Jews who trust in Christ, not everyone who is a descendant of Abraham will be 

saved. After John sees the saved remnant of Israel he turns to see believers who 

have been raptured gathered in heaven.  

 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great  

multitude which no one could number, of all nations,  

tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the  

throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,  

with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with  

a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who  

sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

(Revelation 7: 9, 10) 

 

 The multitude which no one can number from every tribe and people and 

tongue is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. In genesis 12 God 

promised Abraham that through his seed all the families of the earth would be 

blessed. As promised Abraham’s descendants, his children by faith are as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and the sand by the sea.  

 

 And they are victorious standing before God and Christ. The word 

“standing” is a perfect participle in the Greek. And it tells us that all these varied 

people form one group. They belong together. And this company of the 

redeemed arrived in heaven together as a group, not one by one by means of 

death. And heaven is not their final home as we shall see in Revelation 21. 

Eternity with God and Christ will be on a renewed earth. 

 

 But here is a picture of Old Testament believers and the church at rest, 

cleansed of all sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. This is a truth revealed all 

throughout the New Testament. Romans 5:9 states that we have “been justified 

by his blood.” Ephesians 1:7 declares that in Christ “we have redemption 

through his blood.” And Colossians 1:20 reveals that Christ made “peace” for us 

with God, “through the blood of his cross.” 
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 But here is more truth. It is said of the redeemed in verse 14 that they 

“washed their robes.” Here is our part of salvation. The act of redemption is the 

work of Christ, but we must believe it, we must receive it, we must appropriate 

the salvation by faith. 

 
   All the angels stood around the throne and the elders  

and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces  

before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 

Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

 
13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me,  

“Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did  

they come from?” 14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of  

the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made  

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they  

are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and  

night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will  

dwell among them.  

(Revelation 7:11-15) 

 

 In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus made a promise in Matthew 5:8. He 

said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” Here is a vision of the 

fulfillment of that promise! 

 

They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore;  

the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the  

Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd  

them and lead them to living fountains of waters.  

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

(Revelation 7:16, 17) 

 

 In Isaiah 49:10 God promised to the coming Savior, Jesus Christ, that those 

he would save, “…shall neither hunger nor thirst, Neither heat nor sun shall strike 

them; For He who has mercy on them will lead them, Even by the springs of 

water He will guide them.” Life more than abundant is surely coming! A day is 

coming when God will wipe away every tear. This is so full of comfort for all of us 

who live in a tear stained world. I said earlier that 2 Timothy 2:19 tells us “the solid 

foundation of God stands, having this seal: the Lord knows those who are His.” 

 



 Thus the intermission between the sixth seal and the seventh seal that 

unleashes the judgment on the world is over. In chapter 8 the great sound of 

silence will occur in heaven. Great and terrible events are about to be 

unleashed on those who reject God. But let us be thankful to our loving and 

mercifull God, who provided for us the great Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Truly the 

Lord is our Shepherd and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


