
Revelation 8 

 

The Seven Trumpet Judgments, Part 1 

 

 

 

 When Jesus Christ began his ministry in Israel we are told in Luke 4 that he 

entered a synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read. And he was 

handed the scroll of Isaiah and he read the following passage.  

 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 

Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD. 

(Luke 4:18, 19) 

 

 And there Jesus stopped reading. But there is one more line from the 

section in Isaiah. It reads, “And the day of vengeance of our God.”1 We have 

arrived at this day of vengeance in Revelation 8 with the opening of the seventh 

seal. 

 

 When the seventh seal is opened by the Lord Jesus Christ it will release the 

seven trumpet judgments upon the earth. Remember at this time believers have 

been raised up from the dead and living ones changed and all gathered 

together unto Christ in heaven. And one hundred and forty-four thousand of 

Israel have been sealed for protection from wrath by God. Now if you thought 

that the events during the great tribulation were horrible, you are correct. But 

now that God’s wrath is to be poured out the worst is yet to come. 

 

When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence  

in heaven for about half an hour. 

(Revelation 8:1) 

 

 For the last four chapters there has been noise in heaven. There have 

been lightning and thundering and songs of praise and worship. But with the 

opening of the seventh seal there is the great sound of silence. Silence can be a 

powerful thing. While the preacher gives his sermon you fall asleep. Then 

suddenly he stops and you are startled awake. Or you stand to receive a verdict 
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in a court of law. The Judge is handed the verdict and the seconds tick by 

before he speaks—it seems like an eternity.. Here we have deafening silence at 

the somber reality that God’s judgment is about to fall. Zephaniah spoke of this 

event saying, “Be silent in the presence of the Lord God; For the day of the Lord 

is at hand.”2 And Zechariah called out “Be silent, all flesh, before the Lord, for He 

is aroused from His holy habitation!”3 

 

And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,  

and to them were given seven trumpets. 

(Revelation 8:2) 

 

 These angels who stand before God are known in Jewish writings as “the 

angels of the presence.” These seven angels could be arch angels, because in 

Luke 1:19 an angel speaks to Zacharias, John the Baptists father and said “I am 

Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God.” We only know the names of two 

arch angels, Michael and Gabriel, but there seems to be five more.4 

 

 To be an angel who stands before God means two things. First it means 

they enjoyed a special honor. In ancient royal courts only a few favored 

courtiers had the right to always be in the presence of the king. But secondly, to 

stand before the king meant that you were always ready to serve. Both Old 

Testament prophets Elijah and Elisha spoke of “Yahweh God of Israel, before 

whom I stand.”5 

 

 You and I spiritually always have access to God our Father.6 Do we 

understand the honor we have? And are we always ready to serve, to give, to 

pray, to witness, to love? 

 

 

Then another angel, having a golden censer, came  

and stood at the altar. He was given much incense,  

that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints  

upon the golden altar which was before the throne.  
4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of  

the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s  

hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with  

fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And  

there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an  
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earthquake. 

(Revelation 8:3, 4) 

 

 The astonishing thing about these verses is that it shows the prayers of the 

saints setting in motion the divine wrath. For thousands of years God’s martyrs 

have cried, “How long, O Lord…until You judge and avenge our blood?”7 For 

thousands of years believers have prayed,  

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 
10 Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

(Matthew 6:9, 10) 

 

 Not one of these prayers has been lost. Not one of them ignored. They 

have all been gathered and offered to God with sweet incense. And the time 

will come when the command will be given to fling fire from the altar to the 

earth. 

 

Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire  

from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And  

there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and  

an earthquake. 6 So the seven angels who had  

the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. 
7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed,  

mingled with blood, and they were thrown to the  

earth.[a] And a third of the trees were burned up,  

and all green grass was burned up. 

(Revelation 8:5-7) 

 

 This first judgment of hail and fire reminds us of the seventh plague God 

put on ancient Egypt. In Exodus 9:23-25 it says,  

 

And Moses stretched out his rod toward heaven;  

and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire darted 

 to the ground. And the LORD rained hail on the land  

of Egypt. 24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with  

the hail, so very heavy that there was none like it in  

all the land of Egypt since it became a nation.  
25 And the hail struck throughout the whole land of  

Egypt, all that was in the field, both man and beast;  
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and the hail struck every herb of the field and broke  

every tree of the field.  

(Exodus 9:23-25) 

 

 This first trumpet judgment may describe volcanic eruptions from the 

earthquake in verse 5. The steam and water thrown up into the air could 

condense and fall as hail. The force and dust and gases could set fires and 

destroy trees and grass. Fire, ice and blood: think about how horrifying this would 

be. Think of the mass destruction: the shortage of crops, fruit and vegetables. 

This would be catastrophic for society. 

 

Then the second angel sounded: And something  

like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown  

into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.  
9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died,  

and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

(Revelation 8:8, 9) 

 

 In the second trumpet judgment something like a huge mountain is 

thrown into the sea. Perhaps it will be a meteor or asteroid surrounded by gases 

that will ignite as it enters earth’s atmosphere. And notice this object doesn’t just 

fall out of space. The verse says it was “thrown into the sea.” The Greek word for 

“throne” is ballo which means to purposefully throw. 

 

 When this happens it will easily destroy one third of all life in the sea. This 

would pollute the oceans with dead and rotting bodies of marine life. There will 

be huge tidal waves and tsunamis destroying ships and ports and people. And 

the mention of the sea becoming blood, again points is to the plagues of Egypt 

with Moses.8 All of these judgments will affect agriculture and business and will 

put governments in turmoil. And even though it will directly affect one third of 

the world, it will indirectly affect everyone.  

 
 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell  

from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a  

third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The  

name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters  

became wormwood, and many men died from the  

water, because it was made bitter. 

(Revelation 8:10, 11) 

 

 This again could very easily be a comet. As it disintegrates over the earth 

it will scatter its poisonous parts over the globe. Wormwood is a bitter, poisonous 
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substance from a plant. It causes symptoms like drunkenness and eventually 

death. In Jeremiah 9:15 in speaking of the judgment upon idolatrous and 

wicked Israel God said, “Behold, I will feed them, this people with wormwood.” 

God can and will eliminate the ability of water to meet our body’s needs to 

awaken our hearts to a greater need. 

 

Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun  

was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars,  

so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the  

day did not shine, and likewise the night. 

(Revelation 8:12) 

 

 What happens exactly to produce this affect, I do not know. Will it be an 

eclipse, pollution, nuclear war or will this be all supernatural?  But whatever the 

cause days and nights are shortened and there is darkness. This fourth trumpet 

points us again back to the plagues in Egypt. Exodus 10:22 tells us there was 

thick darkness in the land for three days and no one could see another.  

 

 The great question in all of these events is not really how do these things 

happen, but why do they happen? Since the beginning mankind has taken 

God for granted. We have also ignored Him, blasphemed Him and lived as if 

there is no God. We have always also taken God’s creation for granted or 

abused it. There has always been plenty of trees and grass. There has always 

been water to drink and air to breathe. The waters and rivers and seas have 

yielded their bounty.  

 

 In Matthew 5:45 the Lord Jesus Christ said that God “makes His sun to rise 

on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.” In Acts 

14:17 the apostle Paul said that God “did not leave Himself without witness in 

that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons filling our hearts 

with food and gladness.” These first four trumpet judgments show us that those 

who live life without regard to God live foolish and futile lives. What mankind 

uses without being thankful to Gods He will take away. 

 

 

And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through  

the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice,  

“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth,  

because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of  

the three angels who are about to sound! 

(Revelation 8:13) 

 

 The best Greek texts do not say that John heard an “angel” but an 

“eagle.” This is a symbol of what is swift and unerring in swooping in on its prey. 



And this carrion bird cries out “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth.” 

There is one “woe” for each of the three remaining trumpet judgments, which 

bring great torment to unbelieving and rebellious humanity. 

 

 We began this teaching on Revelation 8 by quoting Jesus Christ as he 

began his ministry. He read from the prophet Isaiah saying,  

 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 

Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 

To proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD 

(Luke 4:18, 19) 

 

 Then Jesus closed the scroll. He never read that next line which read, 

“And the day of vengeance of our God.” Today we still live in this acceptable 

time. John 3:16 declares,  

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 Let us share this message in both word and deed. You and I are God’s 

love letter to a sinful, hurting world. Let us live for God and Jesus Christ in all that 

we do and say so that others can see the light and accept it, while there is still 

hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


