
Revelation 9 

 

Woe, Woe, Woe 

 

 

 

 Dualism is a philosophy that asserts there are two opposite, but equal 

powers that work in our world. One power is good and the other is bad. They are 

in a war for total conquest and the hope of some is that the forces for good win. 

It does seem like dualism is a reality in our world: sometimes evil wins and 

sometimes good wins. But dualism is a fantasy, the kind of fantasy you find in the 

movie “Star Wars.” 

 

 When you understand reality from the truths revealed in the Bible you do 

see a struggle between good and evil. And they are opposite powers, but they 

are not equal powers. The Bible reveals from Genesis to revelation that God 

alone is in control. He alone is all-powerful and sovereign over all of creation. 

 

 In fact, we will see here in Revelation 9, as we continue looking at the last 

three trumpet judgments, that God uses evil, rebellious demon spirits to punish 

evil, rebellious humanity. There is a unique passage of Scripture in Isaiah 45 

where God declares,  

 

That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting 

That there is none besides Me. 

I am the LORD1, and there is no other; 
7 I form the light and create darkness, 

I make peace and create calamity; 

I, the LORD, do all these things.’ 

(vv. 6, 7) 

 

 There is no God, no supreme being beside Yahweh. He makes peace, put 

here for all that is good. And He creates calamity, not the calamity due to sin, 

but the calamity of the punishment for sin. You will see the hand of God clearly 

in Revelation 9 as we read about the woes coming upon the world. 

 

 But before reading Revelation 9 let’s remember where we are in the book. 

The time of the great tribulation is past.2  God’s people have been raised up 

from the dead or changed from mortal to immortal and gathered together unto 
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 “LORD” in all capital letters in the Old Testament should always be translated as “Yahweh” which is God’s 

personal name. It means “I was, I am, I will be.” 
2
 Matthew 24:15-31; Revelation 6:9-13 



Jesus Christ in heaven. On earth one hundred and forty-four thousand Jews 

have been sealed by the Spirit of God for protection from His wrath.3 

 

 With the opening of the seventh seal on the scroll of destiny the seven 

trumpet judgments of God’s wrath are revealed. Last week we read about the 

first three judgments that affect the earth and creation. Today we will see two 

more trumpet judgments that affect people directly.  

 

Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen  

from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key  

to the bottomless pit. 

(Revelation 9:1) 

 

 The phrase “a star fallen from heaven” is obviously in the past tense. John 

did not see a star fall, but one that had already fallen. This is not a literal star, 

because it says “to him was given the key.” This is a super natural being, a fallen 

angel, most likely Satan. In Luke 10:18 Jesus Christ said “I saw Satan fall like 

lightning from heaven.” And Satan is given the key to the “bottomless pit.” 

 

 There are two things here that we need to understand. First, the term 

“bottomless pit” literally from the Greek is the word “abyss. This word refers to the 

place where demon spirits, other fallen angels are imprisoned. Let’s read this 

from Scripture, in Luke. Here Jesus Christ finds a man who is possessed by many 

demons. 

 

Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes,  

which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He stepped  

out on the land, there met Him a certain man from  

the city who had demons for a long time. And he  

wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the  

tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down  

before Him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I  

to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 

 I beg You, do not torment me!”  

 
29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come  

out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was  

kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and  

he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into  

the wilderness. 

 
30 Jesus asked him, saying, “What is your name?” 
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And he said, “Legion,” because many demons had  

entered him. 31 And they begged Him that He would  

not command them to go out into the abyss. 

 
32 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the  

mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit  

them to enter them. And He permitted them. 33 Then  

the demons went out of the man and entered the  

swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place  

into the lake and drowned. 

(Luke 8:26-33) 

 

 Did you see in verse 31 that the demons did not want to be imprisoned in 

the “abyss”? Both Peter and Jude tell us that this is where the demons who 

polluted the human race in the time of Noah’s flood are kept.4 

 

 Now, secondly remember that Satan is given the key to this prison. Who 

gives him this key? The answer is God. God imprisoned the demons and now He 

releases them to punish the wicked of the earth. 

 

And he opened the bottomless pit, and smoke arose  

out of the pit like the smoke of a great furnace. So the  

sun and the air were darkened because of the smoke  

of the pit. 3 Then out of the smoke locusts came upon  

the earth. And to them was given power, as the  

scorpions of the earth have power. 

(Revelation 9:2, 3) 

 

 The darkness and the locusts are again similar to God’s plaques on 

ancient Egypt in the Exodus.5 Now who are these locust like scorpions? They are 

not natural locusts. Remember where they come from—the abyss. These are 

fallen angels, demon spirits. And they are given a mission to torment people. 

 

 

They were commanded not to harm the grass of the  

earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those  

men who do not have the seal of God on their  

foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority to kill  

them, but to torment them for five months. Their torment  

was like the torment of a scorpion when it strikes a man.  
6 In those days men will seek death and will not find it;  
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they will desire to die, and death will flee from them. 

(Revelation 9:4-6) 

 

 Notice from verse 3 that these locusts were “commanded.” And again in 

verse 4 they were “given authority.” Who did the commanding and who gave 

the power? Again the answer is God. This is God’s wrath being poured out on 

the world. The first four trumpet judgments affected nature. The last three all 

affect people. And these people will be tormented with scorpion stings for five 

months! 

 

 Think about this: the torment will be so horrible that people will seek death 

to escape the anguish, but death will not come. God will not allow them to die. 

They will suffer for five months. Interestingly five months is the life span of a locust. 

But also when God flooded and judged the world in the time of Noah’s flood, 

the water covered the earth for five months.6   

 

 The only people protected from the locusts are the one hundred and 

forty-four thousand Jews who are sealed by God. There are really only two kinds 

of people now and there will be only two kinds of people in the future: those 

who have the seal of God and those who don’t. Life can be hard and tragic, 

but I’d rather have the seal of God than a life of ease and the mark of the 

beast. 

 

The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared for  

battle. On their heads were crowns of something like  

gold, and their faces were like the faces of men.  
8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their teeth were  

like lions’ teeth. 9 And they had breastplates like  

breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was  

like the sound of chariots with many horses running  

into battle. 10 They had tails like scorpions, and there  

were stings in their tails. Their power was to hurt men  

five months. 11 And they had as king over them the  

angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew  

is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 
12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are  

coming after these things. 

(Revelation 9:7-12) 

 

 There is a key word here that we need to keep in mind as John describes 

these demons. The word is “like” and the word is used eight times. What is 

important is not simply the appearance, but what it signifies. These demons are 
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prepared for battle. Their crown is a stephanos, a victory crown. In other words 

they will succeed and be victorious in their work. To have a face like man 

signifies intelligence. In John’s day the only people who had long hair were 

women or the barbarian hordes who fought and gave no mercy. So these are 

violent creatures. They have lion like teeth and breastplates of iron meaning 

they are powerful and invincible. The immensity of their number and sound of 

approaching means they are inescapable. And the angel of the bottomless pit 

is their king. His name Abaddon or Apollyon has a rich biblical background. 

 

 In the Old Testament “Abaddon” is used for the destruction that takes 

place to dead bodies in Sheol or the grave. Both names mean destruction or 

destroyer. In the New Testament Jesus Christ called Judas Iscariot “the son of 

perdition” or “Apollyon.” In 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Paul labels the man of sin, the 

Antichrist, “the son of perdition” or “Apollyon.” And Hebrews 11:28 informs us 

that “Apollyon” was the destroyer who killed the first born in Egypt at Passover.7 

 

Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice  

from the four horns of the golden altar which is before  

God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet,  

“Release the four angels who are bound at the great river 

Euphrates.” 

(Revelation 9:13, 14) 

 

 Scripture never refers to holy angels as being “bound”. Therefore these 

must be fallen angels, demons. God’s sovereignty and control extends even to 

the demonic forces: they are freed or bound at His command. The Euphrates 

River is one of the rivers that flowed through the Garden of Eden. This region has 

given rise to many of the worlds pagan religions and to Islam. 

 

So the four angels, who had been prepared for the  

hour and day and month and year, were released  

to kill a third of mankind. 

(Revelation 9:15) 

 

 The death of all these people is clearly a result of their own unbelief. But 

this verse also clearly emphasizes the determined will of God. These angels have 

been prepared for precisely this moment. The words “hour,” “day,” “month” 

and “year” point to God’s meticulous power and timing. God has left nothing to 

chance. These events will take place exactly when and where and to whom 

God wants them to occur. 
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 Dear friends let me encourage you to rest in the comfort of God’s 

meticulous care. Just as God knows the hour and day of His judgments, so He 

knows who you are, where you are and what you need and when you should 

receive His aid. This is why 1 Peter 5:5-7 declares, 

 

God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.” 
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand  

of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting  

all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

 

God cares for you. He loves you. Lean hard on Him. 

 

Now the number of the army of the horsemen was  

two hundred million; I heard the number of them.  
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: those who  

sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth  

blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of the horses  

were like the heads of lions; and out of their mouths  

came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By these three  

plagues a third of mankind was killed—by the fire  

and the smoke and the brimstone which came out  

of their mouths. 19 For their power is in their mouth  

and in their tails; for their tails are like serpents,  

having heads; and with them they do harm. 

(Revelation 9:16-19) 

 

 The three plaques that kill a third of humanity are fire, smoke and 

brimstone. These are the things that fell upon Sodom and Gomorrah. Some Bible 

scholars suggest that this is an army, a human army coming from Asia. But that 

event occurs in connection with the seventh trumpet not the sixth. Therefore this 

army is a demonic army that produces the plaques. And the death toll and 

devastation are mind-numbing! But what comes next simply staggers the heart. 

 

But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these  

plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands,  

that they should not worship demons, and idols of  

gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither  

see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did not repent of  

their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality  

or their thefts. 

(Revelation 9:20-21) 

 



 At various points in Revelation John will tell us how people respond to 

God’s righteous judgments. It is a sad observation that even after such horrific 

experiences in the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments people are still unrepentant.  

 

 Instead of loving God they lust after idols which represent demons. Rather 

than love their neighbors they murder. They seek after power to manipulate 

others through sorcery, meaning drugs and magic. They seek love in sexual 

immorality and to meet their needs they steal. Their gods have not delivered 

them from judgment and yet they cling to their delusions. In fact God uses the 

demons they worship to inflict punishment. People who refuse to worship God 

choose death rather than life. 

 

 There is no dualism, no opposite but equal forces in the universe. Only 

God is sovereign and the Man at His right hand, Jesus Christ, now has all 

authority in heaven and earth. As Christians let’s not envy the choices that 

unbelievers make. Let us not desire their sins; let’s not lust after their idols. Let us 

not be jealous of their supposed life of ease and abundance. 

 

 Psalm 77 is a song written by a man named Asaph. And he tells us that he 

was envious of the wicked. He wrote that their eyes bulged with abundance 

and that they have more than heart could wish. And so Asaph lamented and 

said, “Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain.” All of this was heart-breaking for 

Asaph until he went back to worship God and then he wrote,  

 

Then I understood their end. 

Surely You set them in slippery places, 

You cast them down to destruction.  

 

Oh, how they are brought to desolation in a moment! 

They are utterly consumed with terrors. 

(Psalm 77:7, 12, 17-19) 

 

 Humble yourselves before God. Cast all you care upon Him for He cares 

for you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


