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 All of us know the main characters of the Christmas story. There‘s Mary 

and Joseph, the Magi and the shepherds. But there are two little known people 

who are involved with the story in a profound way. They are Simeon and Anna. 

They show up in the story 40 days after Jesus was born. We will look at Simeon 

today and Anna next week 

 

 From the world’s point of view they are of little importance. But they both 

were eagerly hoping for the coming of the Messiah. Both Simeon and Anna 

trusted in God and so from His point of view and ours they are giants of the faith. 

Ultimately, the inconsequential people are Caesar Augustus, Herod, the scribes 

and Pharisees and the chief Priests. This is very important, because it means that 

when God does His work He is not limited to the so-called powerful people of 

the world. Scripture tells us that  

 

God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put  

to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things  

of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty 

(1 Corinthians 1:27)  

 

 The Bible doesn’t give us a lot of background information on Simeon. We 

do not know what his occupation was. We think one’s career is everything, but 

not to God. God is not so much concerned about what kind of work you do, but 

that in whatever you do you are righteous and concerned about those you 

serve. What Luke does tell us about Simeon and we will read it in a little bit is very 

important. Let’s read the Word of God. 

 

And when eight days were completed for the  

circumcision of the Child, His name was called JESUS,  

the name given by the angel before He was conceived  

in the womb. 

 
22 Now when the days of her purification according to  

the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to  

Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in  

the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb  

shall be called holy to the LORD”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice 

according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 



 
25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose  

name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout,  

waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit  

was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the  

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had  

seen the Lord’s Christ. 

(Luke 2:21-26) 

 

 Here is what we know about Simeon and it is a biography any one of us 

should be proud to call our own. He is called “just and devout.” This means that 

he loved God with all his heart. And this love spilled over into his relationships 

with other people. He was also one of the rare people under the old covenant 

who had the Spirit of God upon him.1 With the Spirit upon Simeon he was in 

constant fellowship with God. Not even the High Priest of that day had this 

privilege. 

 

 But here is a simple man who loved God and had His Spirit. And the great 

hope of his heart was that he was waiting for the “consolation of Israel.” In other 

words, he was eagerly awaiting the coming of the Savior, the Messiah—the 

Christ.2 Simeon was also given special revelation that he would not die until he 

had seen the Savior. Let’s read that promise again from verse 26. 

 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit  

that he would not see death before he had seen the  

Lord’s Christ. 

 

 What a tremendous promise that was! But if Simeon is now an old man, as 

seems likely, then he had been looking for the coming of Christ for many years. 

Day after day and year after year, he waited and looked. I can imagine that 

every day for years he went into the temple area in search of the Christ. “Is it this 

strong young man, Lord?” No. Is it that one, Lord?” No.  Year after year he was 

faithful to trust in God and wait for the Savior. And the Savior was born at the 

right time. In the New Testament, Galatians 4:4 declares,  

 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent  

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law 

 

 The phrase “fullness of time” tells us something interesting. It means that 

the religious, cultural, political and philosophical worlds had played their last 
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 Usually in the Old Testament it was only certain prophets, priests and kings who had the Spirit. 

2
 Like Simeon we too are encouraged to wait for the coming (second coming) of our Lord Jesus Christ – 1 

Thessalonians 1:9, 10. 



card. Their systems of worship and thinking and living could not really help 

anyone deal with the stark realities and demands of life. They could not change 

the human heart. They could not fill the heart with love for God. They were all 

bankrupt. And they still are. All of the religions and philosophies and cultural and 

political ideals that we have today are all really variations on past themes. And 

they are all worn out and passing away.3 

 

 Therefore at the right time, in the fullness of times Jesus was born so that 

we could see what we were meant to be in relation to God. And actually have 

that relationship. Simeon waited his whole life for God’s anointed Servant4 to be 

born. The one day a poor married couple, Joseph and Mary, enter the temple 

to offer sacrifice for their son according to the Old Testament law. We know that 

Joseph and Mary were poor because of what they sacrificed. Leviticus 12 calls 

for the sacrifice of a lamb. But if you were poor you could offer two doves or 

pigeons. 

 

 So Mary and Joseph walk into the temple with a tiny baby only 40 days 

old. And as they come near to Simeon God says to him, “That baby is the 

Christ.” And Simeon doesn’t question God. He doesn’t say, “I don’t understand” 

or “How can this be?” or “Why?” Simeon believed and took action. 

 

So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when  

the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him  

according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him  

up in his arms… 

(Luke 2:27, 28a) 

 

 I suppose Simeon walked up to Joseph and Mary and introduced himself, 

and then politely asked if he could hold the baby. Joseph and Mary may have 

hesitated for a moment, but then placed the child into Simeon’s arms. The 

Greek verb “took…up” in verse 28, literally means to receive. Holding the baby 

in his arms Simeon must have thought, “I am holding the salvation of the world!” 

And then the joy of his heart overflowed with praise to God.  

 

he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 
 

29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 

According to Your word; 
30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 
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32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of Your people Israel.” 

(Luke 2:28-32) 

 

 This prayer of praise is short but it shows us how much Simeon knew from 

Scripture about God’s plan of salvation. And what the Bible revealed Simeon 

believed. First Simeon spoke of Baby Jesus as God’s salvation (v. 30). The Greek 

word for Savior is soter and the Greek word for salvation is soteria. But the Greek 

word for salvation here is unique; it is soterion. It means the one fit or suitable or 

able to save. 

 

 The first man Adam came into being by a direct act of God’s creative 

power. He came into a perfect world, sinless. He was tempted but he did not 

trust in or believe God’s Word and so he sinned and brought all of humanity into 

sin and ruin.5 Sin is the reason for every tear and sorrow. And the wages of sin is 

death.  

 

 Jesus came into existence in Mary’s womb by a direct creative act of 

God.6 And so in Scripture Jesus is called the second or the last Adam.7 But unlike 

Adam Jesus was born into a sinful world. And he was tempted in all things as we 

are, but he never sinned.8 Hebrew 2 tells us how Jesus was prepared to be our 

Savior. 

 

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by  

whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,  

to make the captain of their salvation perfect through  

sufferings. 

  (Hebrews 2:10) 

  

 Jesus was perfected to be our Savior, or made capable to be our 

Redeemer through all that he endured and suffered. Our Lord Jesus didn’t go 

through life wrapped in some kind of spiritual bubble wrap. He endured sin and 

temptation and life’s pains and sorrows just as we do. The difference is that 

unlike Adam and unlike us, Jesus loved God with all his heart, soul, mind and 

strength. He trusted God and obeyed God. And he loved his neighbor as 

himself.  

 

And so as a sinless man he offered his life as a sacrifice, the righteous for 

the unrighteous so that we might be saved. And because Jesus Christ 
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experienced life and was victorious we can go to him in prayer for strength and 

help any time we have a need.  

 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who  

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of  

God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not  

have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our  

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are,  

yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the  

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find  

grace to help in time of need. 

(Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 

 No matter what you may ever go through, no matter the trial or the 

temptation, you can go boldly and confidently to Jesus Christ and he will fill you 

with inner strength and courage and peace. Let’s return to Luke. 

 
29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 

According to Your word; 
30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation 
31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 
32 A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, 

And the glory of Your people Israel.” 

(Luke 2:28-32) 

 

 Simeon declared that Jesus is a light to bring revelation to the gentiles, to 

those who are not Jewish. The gentile world of that day lived in gross moral 

darkness. Of course the kings and emperors and academics, philosophers and 

artists would have denied it, even as they do today. But when you read the 

ancient philosophers, at their most honest, they were desperate to escape the 

intellectual and moral darkness of their world. Sadly we are back in that moral 

darkness today. 

 

 The United States of America has had great light because of the good 

news of Jesus Christ. We have had a godly heritage in many ways. But America, 

let’s be honest, is rejecting the light of truth and has been for some time now. 

And we can all see the ugly and destructive consequences all around us. But 

there is always hope. In John 8:12 Jesus declared,  

 

I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall  

not walk in darkness, but have the light of life. 

 

 Therefore it is necessary for us to live in such a godly and biblical manner 

so that people can see the light of divine revelation and find hope. Our world 



needs to see God’s truth applied in all of life so they can know what is right and 

real and true. And they need to experience God’s love through us. 

 

 Jesus is also the “glory of… Israel.” In the baby in his arms Simeon saw the 

fulfillment of all of God’s promises to Israel. To call Jesus the glory of Israel takes 

us all the way back to God’s promise to Abraham thousands of years before. In 

Genesis God told Abraham “in you…in your seed…all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.”9 God loves the world, everyone, even you and me and He 

desires to grant us life and glory. He desires to save all of us from this fallen world.  

 

 Now Simeon placed the baby back in Mary’s arms. He put his hands upon 

Joseph and Mary and blessed them. Then he brought forth a solemn and 

sobering prophetic word. 

 

And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things  

which were spoken of Him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them,  

and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is  

destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for  

a sign which will be spoken against 35 (yes, a sword will  

pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of  

many hearts may be revealed.” 

(Luke 2:33-35) 

 

 Jesus Christ is the great dividing line of humanity. He will reverse the 

fortunes of so many people. Many people who are on high now will fall. And 

those who are low will rise forever. Also the rejection of Jesus Christ will reveal the 

appalling depravity in the human heart. And to Mary Simeon said he joy one 

day would turn to deep pain. What a thing to say about a 40 day old baby! 

 

 Mary probably never understood what that pain and anguish of heart 

would be until she saw Jesus beaten, whipped and crucified. Rome crucified 

Jesus for rebellion against the empire. But Christ died to free all of us from the 

penalty of sin. Ephesians 1:7 proclaims “In Him we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our sins, according the riches of His grace.” 

 

 Jesus Christ brings light and glory. Is Jesus Christ God’s light and glory to 

you? This is the most important question anyone will ever ask you. No one can 

ever hear about Jesus Christ and remain the same. You will either be drawn 

closer to Jesus and to God or you will move further away into darkness. And the 

thoughts of your heart will be revealed—faith or rebellion.  
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 Jesus Christ can bring to you joy for sorrow, forgiveness for guilt, salvation 

instead of condemnation, life instead of death. Jesus Christ can take your hurt 

and pain and fear and sin and in exchange fill you with love, joy and peace. Let 

him be your light and glory, now and forever—Amen.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


