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For those of us who’ve been on a 
plane, we’ve all heard the safety 
speech given by the flight attendant. 
Most of the time we somewhat ignore it 
and focus instead on the Skymall 
catalog. However, there is one specific 
part that always snags 
my attention – When 
they mention the 
oxygen masks that will 
fall from the overhead 
compartment in case 
of an emergency. They 
always make a point of 
instructing us to first 
apply the masks to 
ourselves, and then assist the others. We 
often will instinctively want to help our 
children or loved ones first, but 
realistically, they can’t get much help if 
you’re already passed out. This is 
exactly how it is with the gospel. You 
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can’t share your faith with others until 
you’ve first affixed the good news to 
your own life and begun breathing in 
the clean air of forgiveness for yourself.  
John 3:16, one of the greatest verses in 
the bible, tells us whoever believes will 

have life everlasting. 
That includes you!  
Claim these promises 
for yourself, internalize 
them, and then go 
share all the glory with 
the person seated 
beside you.  

I’m excited yet again 
to share another wonderful issue of the 
newsletter with you. We’ve got 
greetings from all over the world, and 
sound, heartfelt study and 
encouragement pertaining to faith and 
the rewards it brings. So, breathe deep, 
and enjoy! 

 

 

-Michael LaMattina 
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Would you like to contribute 
to the newsletter? Here’s 
how!   
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There are five crowns mentioned in the New Testament that will be 
awarded to believers. The Greek word translated “crown” is stephanos (from 
which we get the personal name of Stephan. The stephanos was a laurel wreath or 
some form of garland. In ancient Greece it was awarded as a badge of royalty, a 
prize for achievement in the public athletic games or as a symbol of honor and 
dignity. In the New Testament this crown is used to describe the rewards that 
believers will receive for their love, faith and service.  

 
It should also be known that according to 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 that the works 

that we do that do not bring glory to God will be judged and burned up. Even so 
the believer will be saved. Here are the five crowns. 

1. The Imperishable Crown: Do you not know that those who run in a race all 
run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 
25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown (1 
Corinthians 9:24, 25) 

 
People train and work and strive after goals in this life that bring rewards, but 

not eternal rewards. For example an athlete trains to win in the competition. But 
after the crowning moment then it is over. But we are to train to be faithful to live 
our Christian lives with faith and endurance, striving to be our best for God. And 
when we do we will receive a crown that will never perish. 

 
2. The Crown of Rejoicing: But we, brethren, having been taken away from you 

for a short time in presence, not in heart, endeavored more eagerly to see 
your face with great desire. 18 Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, 
Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy (1 Thessalonians 2:17-19) 

 
All of the people that we lead to faith in Christ or to whom we teach the 

truth helping them to live lives of faith, hope, love and joy will be our crown of 
rejoicing when we enter the kingdom of God. This is also why Hebrews 10:24, 25 
encourages us to assemble together to worship and serve God and to help one 
another to do good works and live a life of love. 
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3. The Crown of Righteousness: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, and I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing (2 
Timothy 4:7, 8) 

 
Here is a crown promised to all who love the Lord Jesus Christ and eagerly 

await his return. The crown is for those who are motivated to fight the good fight of 
faith even during times of discouragement and challenges. This crown is for those 
who strive for the prize of the upward call of God in Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:12-
14). Turn your eyes upon Jesus and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the 
light of his glory and grace. 

 
4. The Crown of Glory: The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a 

fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among 
you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest 
gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being 
examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away (1 Peter 5:1-4) 

 
Elders (leaders, pastors, teachers, evangelists, etc.) all those in the church 

who serve God’s people with their whole heart and strength and love receive a 
crown of glory. Some people serve out of a sense of duty and others for personal 
gain. Jesus taught that if anyone wants to be great he must be a servant to all 
(Mark 10:41-45), just as the Lord Jesus Christ who came not to be served but to 
serve. 

 
5. The Crown of Life: Do not fear any of those things, which you are about to 

suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you 
may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, 
and I will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10) 

 
Philippians 1:29 tells us, “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, 

not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” And 2 Timothy 2:3 
declares, “You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
Sometimes life is hard for a believer. There may be ridicule, hatred, persecution 
and even death. The worst the world can do to a believer is end his or her life. But 
God has called us to everlasting life! Jesus Christ came to bring us a more than 
abundant life (John 10:10). This life and this crown will be granted in the kingdom of 
God. Be faithful. 
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Hello faithful and obedient Pastor Chuck and church,  
  
 Please allow me to sincerely say a short prayer before anything… 
“Thank you my loving and sovereign God that my failures and mistakes are part of the 
things you work together for good, as well as my tensions and stresses, my hostile and 
anxious feelings my failures and regrets. I praise you that "all things" including these can 
contribute to my spiritual growth and experience of Christ who died on the cross for my 
sins. Amen. 

Dear brother Chuck, I feel like a new lump of clay that God is reshaping because 
of your love to accept us. I am blessed that you use your time to prepare some 
teachings for our benefit and that you allow us to be part of your precious ministry. I have 
learned many important truths from your precious letters and website. I can hear you talk 
to me and the saints here through your words as you spread the word of our Father. He 
knows what we need when we need it and how to provide it for us. Your ministry has 
shown that.  

I always get fresh insights and really feel that yes, someone loves us and 
encourages us. It means so much and this is the greatest thing I have seen. Brother, you 
can’t imagine what your ministry means to us. I’m very glad to extend my thanks and 
appreciation to you for the wonderful teachings from the book of Revelation. God is in 
the process of restoring us to a close relationship with Him through your devotional 
encouragement and from your words in your teachings and your precious Website.  

Thank you for helping us get through the valley. We serve a wonderful God who 
can speak through you to us. Thanks for opening our eyes, our ears, 
 and the door to our hearts to always welcome Him. It is a great honor to hear from you. 
This is God who is doing it and its marvelous unto our eyes. 

Lastly on my behalf I say a word of special thank you to all the brothers and sisters 
who are with you for their uncompromising stand on the word of God. I want to tell you 
that in the name of the Lord you all have touched my life so lovingly and so specially. I 
was able to see His word so much more clearly than I ever had in my life through your 
words. I am blessed. My prayers are with you and the church.  

 
In His Love, 
Pastor Richard Makori Obwoni 
From Kuria, Kenya 
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Dear Chuck, Michael, and other brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Calvary greetings to you in Jesus’ name, and I hope this email finds you and your 
dear families well. 

It has been a very busy few months of Evangelism and Visitation for our local 
churches and friends in various places. God has been good to us, even though we 
have encountered a lot of difficulties with transportation, accommodation and 
also with food while on mission trips. Funds have not been available for us to really 
reach far places where we have been invited, or to provide Bibles for many who 
need them, but regardless, God has done a lot of miracles for us as souls have 
surrendered to Jesus in good numbers and we have several great testimonies of 
healing, restoration and new converts starting bible classes and learning the ways 
of the Lord. 

New converts are going to be a blessing to our various churches because each 
and everyone of us is endowed with the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit and 
everyone of us is a miraculous creation in Christ. Many have already started 
Foundational Bible Classes and our leaders are in charge.  

Faithful believers will rule with Christ (Revelation 5:8-10; Romans 8:17; Colossians 3:4) 
AND believers will also gain everlasting life when Christ returns to establish his 
kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 50-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18). 

And Lastly, the Kingdom will be here, on this earth renewed (Revelation 5:10; 
Romans 8:19-22; Isaiah35:1, 2,6,7; Isaiah 41:18,19; Isaiah 55:12,13; Acts 3:20,21; 
Matthew 5:5; II Peter 3:13). 

We, according to His promise, take heed of these verses and look for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. (II Peter 3:13) 

Thanks a lot Pastor Chuck for your encouragement and more and more prayers for 
the work here. We have a lot of new inquiries to our work here and invitations to 
share the gospel with people. Please keep us all in prayers for the Lord’s will to be 
done with us.  

Give all brethren and Leaders in USA our love, appreciation and prayers. May God 
bless and touch each and everyone’s family and friends there.  

May God bless you all abundantly, 

Pastor John Onani 

Kenya 
 

Summer 2016 
 



 

 

Grace Ministry International Newsletter Fall 2015 
 

1

Tattooing is an ancient 
oriental custom in the 
biblical culture. There 
are plenty of beautiful 
tattoos as well as ugly 
tattoos, both in biblical 
times as well in today’s 
culture. 

In the past I had 
thought a while about 
getting a tattoo of a 
rose, but then that led 
to more tattoo options 
and I left the idea 
alone. Also because a 
tattoo is no painless 
affair!  

In Isaiah 49: 15,16 
Yahweh speaks over 
Israel, his chosen 
people, with intensity 
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and a merciful love. The 
children of Israel had 
repeatedly removed 
themselves from Yahweh, 
turning their backs to Him, 
non the less, Yahweh 
repeatedly stretched out 
his hands to them in 
mercy. 

Isaiah 49:15, “Can a 
mother forget the baby at 
her breast and have no 
compassion on the child 
she has borne? Though 
she may forget, I will not 
forget you!”  

3

Here we have a 
figure of speech called 
pathopoeia or a 
description of feelings. This 
pictorial representation is 
used when feelings and 
affections are described 
or expressed. 

In this figure of 
speech, Yahweh is 
attributed human 
characteristics in order to 
help us understand that 
HE forgets us not. He will 
not, and cannot forget us. 
Yahweh speaks directly to 
the people of Israel and 
says, (Isaiah 49:16) “See, I 
have engraved you on 
the palms of my hands; 
your walls (walls of 
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Jerusalem) are ever before me.” 

For a woman to forget her child is 
unthinkable. Mothers who are reading 
this know this all too well, and yet as 
Yahweh says, it is still possible for we are 
just faulty humans. However He is above 
human limitations and says “I will not 
forget you!” 

In another passage, in Joshua 1:5 
Yahweh says to Joshua, who has taken 
on the task of leading the people of 
Israel over the Jordan; “No one will be 
able to stand against you all the days of 
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” And in Hebrews 13:5, it is 
also again clearly said to us by Yahweh, 
''I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee.'' Yahweh remembers, and thinks 
of His children constantly. That is why He 
tells us in Isaiah 49:16, “See, I have 
engraved you on the palms of my 
hands; thy walls are continually before 
me.” 

Engraving on the palms of your 
hands refers to the custom of 
tattooing** in biblical times. 

5

 

Figuratively speaking, Yahweh 
has placed us in his hands and we are 
held by Him in his care and love 
constantly. As we well know, Yahweh 
does not have actual hands that he is 
able to physically tattoo. However this is 
another figure of speech ascribing 
human characteristics to Yahweh in 
order for us to be able to relate to the 
characteristics He is demonstrating. This 
is an anthropopathic figure of speech. 

Just as it is becoming more 
popular today, tattooing was a very 
common tradition in Biblical times. The 
Israelites would have been very aware 
of the practice. Yahweh uses this 
analogy to demonstrate His devotion to 
them. On the palms of His hands, the 
most sensitive and tender parts, He 
tattoos your names and holds you as His 
own. As indelible as the natural lines are 
on His hand, so will be His memory of 
you.  
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** Strange Scriptures that Perplex the Western 
Mind from Barbara M. Bowen, page 36 
** Manners and Customs of the Bible from 
James M. Freeman, page 272, No. 521  
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The beautiful sculpture that graces the 

grand staircase of the Louvre in Paris, 
France is well known as the famous Winged 
Victory, or Nike of Samothrace. It is one of 
the most celebrated sculptures the world 
over. It was sculpted by an unknown artist 
circa 200-190 B.C. and depicts a woman 
heralding victory. She stands with her feet 
on the ground, yet strides forward against 
the wind that bellows her drapery all 
around her. Her wings move back, her torso 
lifts, and her heart opens. Her abdomen 
twists as she embodies 
effortless strength and 
motion. 

The word nike is used 
one time in the Bible as a 
noun. Strong's Dictionary 
describes this word as a 
feminine noun, meaning 
"conquest; a particular 
expression of victory, 
resulting from receiving 
(obeying) the faith Christ 
imparts (i.e. His inner-
worked persuasion)."  It is 
followed up by 28 
occurrences of the verb 
form of the word, nikao, 
which means "I conquer, I 
am victorious, I overcome, I prevail, and I 
subdue."  Strong's continues the definition 
with the expressions "to carry off the victory, 
come off victorious.” The verb implies a 
battle. We find the noun form in 1 John 5:4, 
"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith." 

2

Faith is the divinely given conviction of 
things unseen, the organ that enables 
people to see the unseen order. It carries 
with it the elements of assurance and 
confidence. With faith, there is no strain or 
tension, no confusion, doubt, fear or 
uncertainty. 

Christ says to us "You will have 
tribulations in this world, but be of good 
cheer, for I have overcome the 
world." (John 16:33) The verb for overcome 

here is nikao: "I am 
victorious." Overcoming is 
spoken of in direct 
opposition to tribulations, 
and so our nikao, our 
victories, are over the 
tribulations of the world 
through the Christ that is 
forming within us. Christ is 
our nike. Christ is our 
Winged Victory. And when 
Christ is formed in us, we 
can share in saying with 
ease, "I overcome." 

Tribulations aren't 
going away. The source 
determinant of our victory 
over them is the ever-

growing development, and 
inner changes that produce a tangible, 
Christ-like nature that we live and breathe.  

Paul's prayer in Ephesians 3:17 is that 
Christ would dwell in our hearts, the 
innermost parts of us, through faith.  

 

Our Winged Victory 
-By Grace Schmidt 
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Without faith, we cannot know God. 
Without knowing God, we cannot truly 
become Christ-like.  When I read Christ's 
words "but be of good cheer, for I have 
overcome (nikao) the world," I hear him 
gently say in my mind, "...and you can too. 
"To be Christ-like is to develop and live in a 
divinely inspired nature that reflects the 
Creator, God. It is not simply to control our 
actions (which is to be whitewashed or 
vainly religious), but to be wholly 
transformed to look and live like Christ.  

This new nature is described through 
‘the fruits of the spirit’ in Galatians 5. It 
is these formed characteristics of the Christ 
within us that eases our burdens, and 
literally frees us from the sufferings of the 
tribulations that surround us in this 
world. Internal peace eases the chaos 
outside of us. Joy eases the turmoil of 
hardships that we face in the course of our 
lives. Longsuffering, although it sounds like 
such a terrible thing to aspire to, is a 
blessing of endurance through trouble. The 
same can be said of peace. Faithfulness 
(our faith), being committed and 
convicted, produces an environment of 
richness and depth that is non-existent in 
the fleeting.  Gentleness, meekness, and 
humility, create a tilled ground to which we 
can continue to sow and grow. And self-
control, which saves us from being taken 
captive by ever changing whims, drives, 
impulses and compulsions, is a sturdy wall of 
protection around our most valuable 
treasure - our heart. At the forefront of all of 
these, the victory that we gain through 
Christ being formed in us is by way of 
LOVE.   

Oh the wings of victory that we are 
given when we allow love to be formed in 
and thrive in our hearts! Sophocles said it so 
wonderfully in one of my favorite quotes; 
"One word frees us from all the weight and 
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pain of life. That word is love." 

"For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth derives its name, that He 
would grant you, according to the riches of 
His glory, to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner man, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; and that you, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God. 

Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works 
within us, to Him be the glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever 
and ever. Amen.” 

Sources for ‘faith definition:  
-Homer Kent Jr., Hebrews, 2:17, quoting 
Theological Dictionary of the NT vol 2, 476,  
-F. Bruce, Hebrews, 279, M.  
-Lloyd Jones, Romans, Ro 4:18-25) 
Notes on Winged Victory taken from:  
Khan Academy - Greek Art - Hellenistic 
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Dear beloved spiritual father Chuck LaMattina, and fellow brothers and 
sisters in the word,    

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ! Thank you 
for your letter. Due to Ministry work I could not respond immediately to your letters. 
Now I am sending a brief letter to you about the Powerful Christian Living classes, 
which were held here last month in Challagundla.  

  We are very happy to inform you all about God’s great work done by Grace 
Ministry India. The Grace Ministry India conducted  The PCL Class over 6 days here 
in Challagundla Village, Guntur District, Andhrapradesh, south India. They 
happened over May 5th, 6th, 16th, 17th, 27th, and 28th. Nearly 25 different Pastors 
from 5 Districts / Regions attended to the Bible Classes. Grace Ministry India is 
dedicated to recovering the beliefs of the first-century disciples of Jesus, the 
Messiah. Our overall goal is the same as that presented in 1 Timothy 2:4, 5: “[God] 
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is 
one God and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

All the Pastors understood the doctrine. They expressed their wish to know 
more about the ONE TRUE GOD. Grace Ministry India seeks to recover Biblical truth 
that has been lost due to local tradition.  

Continued… 
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The Mission of Grace Ministry India is to so love God that we are willing to 
follow His will as our first priority, to seek to understand His Word accurately, and to 
live it fully and faithfully. To so love the world that we are willing to do whatever it 
takes to bring people to salvation and Christian maturity. This mission and all of the 
necessary Bible class material was translated to our Local language (Telugu) from 
English and distributed to the Pastors who attended the Bible classes here. 

  We are very thankful to God for his kind mercy in allowing us to successfully 
conduct the above classes even though we did not have the sufficient founds at 
first to conduct such. We have strong desire to conduct more Bible classes here to 
teach about ONE TRUE GOD. We are very happy to get Bible class material from 
Our Spiritual Father, Rev. Chuck LaMattina who Spiritually encouraged us. We are 
all thankful to him. If God allows, we would like to continue in this way. So Please 
encourage us, help us, and share with us to do God’s work here. Please remember 
us in your daily Prayers. We all thank you. 

Walk with God, 

Pastor Bokka ChinnaGuru  
Director 
Grace Ministry International, India 
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Are you feeling inspired to have something included in the next 
issue of the Grace Ministry Newsletter? Let us know! A poem/song, 
article, scripture study, or just a reflection on your own thoughts...  
Anything is welcomed. Grace Ministry International is an 
eclectically and geographically diverse organization. We have 
many churches and many more people within those churches! 
Paul writes of the importance of this in 1st Corinthians:  
 
 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, 
 and  all the members of the body, though they are many, 
 are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all 
 baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
 slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For 
 the body is not one member, but many.  
 1st Corinthians 12:12-14 
 
Each and every one of us is endowed with the wonderful gift of the 
holy spirit, and each and every one of us is a miraculous creation in 
Christ. And we want to hear from each and every one of you!  We 
look forward to it with anticipation. Grace and peace to you all in 
the name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.     
                –Mike LaMattina 
            

We will gladly accept submissions at any time, but if you would like to be 
included for the Fall 2016 newsletter, please send material to 

mlamattina23@gmail.com by Oct 15st. 
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