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 Next Thursday is our national holiday of Thanksgiving. And although our 

country still faces a number of problems and difficult situations, we have so 

much for which to be thankful. Now this may sound silly, but listen carefully. 

Winter is coming and we all have a warm home and clothes for our body. We 

have food and medicine. We have friends that support us and families that love 

us.  

 

 But we have even more than this. As Christians we have a great salvation. 

We have a loving church family. We can experience God’s love and strength 

and wisdom in our lives on a daily basis. And we have a future filled with great 

hope, because each and every day brings us closer to the return of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and the coming kingdom of God. For all of this we can be truly 

thankful.  

 

 Psalm 100 is a psalm of thanksgiving. It emphasizes the universal nature of 

God’s ruler-ship and sovereignty. And the psalm is the closing benediction to 

psalms 93-99, which concern themselves with God’s kingdom rule. Most of the 

psalm is a call to praise and thanksgiving, while verses 3 and 5 tell us why. Verses 

1 and 2 give us three ways to say thank you to God.  

 

Make a joyful shout to the LORD, all you lands! 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness; 

Come before His presence with singing. 
3 Know that the LORD, He is God; 

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 

We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

(Psalm 100:1, 2) 

 

 I know that if you are a parent and someone has done something nice for 

your child, you have often said to your child, “Say thank you to the nice man or 

lady.” Well, all of us need to be reminded to say “Thank you” to the nice God! 

And one way to do that is by making a joyful shout to the LORD—to Yahweh. 

 

 This shout is a cry of loyalty, honor and praise, kind of like a cheerleading 

shout where you yell, “Go team!” or “We are number 1!” In the same way we 

are to make a joyful shout to God: “Our God is great!” “Blessed be the Lord! “ 

Our God is glorious in holiness doing wonders! “Our God is number 1!” The 

psalms often call us to do this. Here are some examples.  

 



Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! 

Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; 

Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 
3 For the LORD is the great God, 

And the great King above all gods. 

(Psalm 95:1-3) 

 

Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth; 

Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises. 
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

With the harp and the sound of a psalm, 
6 With trumpets and the sound of a horn; 

Shout joyfully before the LORD, the King. 

(Psalm 98:4-6) 

 

 You see the message of the gospel is not just for America or Europe. It is 

for the whole world—all the earth. God desires for every man, woman and child 

in the world to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth.1 In Isaiah 45: 22 

God declared, “Look to Me and be saved, all you ends of the earth. For I am 

God and there is no other.” In John 3:17 we read, “For God did not send His Son 

into the world to condemn the world but that the world through him might be 

saved.” 

 

 You see, the Buddhist and the Hindu pray that the circle of life and 

suffering, called Karma, will eventually lead them to Nirvana. But when and if 

they reach Nirvana, they become no one, nothing, the cease to exist. The 

Muslim prays five times a day toward Mecca, hoping that perhaps he or she 

may be good enough to enter Paradise, for Paradise is not assured to all who 

practice Islam.  

 

 But the true God offers the free gift of salvation to all through faith in Christ 

as the risen Lord and Savior. Why? It is because God loves the world. He loves 

you, He loves your neighbor. We can be thankful that our God loves the world 

and that He calls us to be saved and to share the good news. The second way 

to say thanks to God is to serve Him.  

 

Serve the Lord with gladness; 

(Psalm 100:2a) 

 

 Notice the verse does not say, “serve the church” or “serve the pastor” or 

“serve your husband, wife, kids, parents, boss at work, or teacher.” It says serve 
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“the LORD.” So many times we get burned out in life because as we serve the 

church, the pastor, our families and so on, they are not always thankful. But 

when we serve one another with the attitude and the heart that we are serving 

the Lord then we can serve with gladness, because God will never be 

unrighteous to forget your love and service.2 The only way to actually serve God 

is to love and serve His people. And in serving others as unto the Lord you offer 

thanksgiving and glory to God.  

 

Serve the Lord with gladness; 

Come before His presence with singing. 

(Psalm 100:2a, b) 

 

 Have you noticed in these first two verses about giving thanks to God that 

He desires for you to be happy? This song says “make a joyful shout to the Lord.” 

It does not say weep and wail or groan and grumble. It says “Serve the LORD 

with gladness”. It does not say serve with fear, anxiety, hesitation, trepidation, 

agitation or perspiration! And now we are encouraged to come before God 

with singing. Our hearts and mouths should be open wide when we sing.  

 

Our joyful, happy God should be worshipped by a joyful, happy people. 

When we sing our songs of worship and praise we are truly coming into the 

presence of God. Think about that truth before you sing half-heartedly next 

time.  

 

Know that the LORD, He is God; 

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; 

We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

(Psalm 100:3) 

 

 One of the sad realities about our national holiday od Thanksgiving is that 

so many people do not know to whom they are to give thanks. So many people 

don’t know God or who He is. In Acts 17 when Paul was preaching to a group pf 

philosophers in Athens he saw the statues of all their gods.  And they were so 

concerned that they may have forgotten god that they had a pedestal with no 

statue that read “To the Unknown God.” 

 

 And Paul said to these men “the One you worship without knowing, Him I 

proclaim to you.” You see you can’t truly worship and give thanks to someone 

you don’t know. We are to know that “the LORD…is God.” The “LORD” is a 

translation of the Hebrew word “Yahweh.” This is God’s personal name and it 

means essentially “I am and I will be.” It is the name of the promise making and 

promise keeping One. 
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 In other words, the One who loves us and makes promises and actually 

keeps them is the One who was and is and will be. He is the everlasting One and 

He is the Creator and Sustainer. We can be grateful for this! He has made us 

individually unique and beautiful. And He has made us His own special people. 

And as a shepherd defends and cares for his flock, God will defend and care for 

you.  

 

 Has it ever occurred to you that no American were more underprivileged 

than that small band of Pilgrims who started the custom of setting aside a day of 

thanksgiving to Al mighty God? They had small wooden cabins for homes with 

no electricity or running water. They had no central heat. There was no 

government agency to help them. They had no means of transportation except 

their legs. Their only food came from the sea or the forest or their small gardens 

and they had to work hard to get it.  

 

They had no money and no place to spend it even if they had some. They 

had no entertainment except what they made for themselves. They had no 

doctors or hospitals. But they did have four great things: they had courage, they 

had a willingness to work, they had deep love for one another, and they had 

these things, because fourthly they had a boundless, energetic faith in God. 

They knew the promise making and promise keeping God. And for this they 

were thankful. 

 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 

And into His courts with praise. 

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 
5 For the LORD is good; 

His mercy is everlasting, 

And His truth endures to all generations. 

(Psalm 100:4, 5) 

 

 Ephesians 5:20 says that as believers we are to give thanks always for all 

things to God. But you might be thinking: OK Chuck, I hear what you are saying 

and I am thankful for a lot, but I also have problems and pressures and needs in 

my life.” My answer to that is, sure you do, so do I and that is why the Word of 

God says to us in Philippians 4:6, 7,  

 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and  

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made  

known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses  

all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through  

Christ Jesus. 

 



 The Lord is good. His mercy is everlasting. And His truth endures to all 

generations. We have so much for which to be thankful. Let us rejoice in our 

good and holy God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


