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 Beginning today we are going to focus on the subject of the gift of the 

holy Spirit. We are going to learn about this empowering presence of God in our 

lives, not so we can have more head knowledge, but so our knowledge of God 

is transformed into an experience with God. Much of what I will be teaching I 

have already taught. And it can be studied in the book “The Gift of the Holy 

Spirit.1 

 

 The heart of the Christian life is the experience of the power of the holy 

Spirit. The holy Spirit is not something extra to the Christian life, it is the very center 

and core of it. The holy Spirit is as necessary to living as a Christian as gasoline or 

electricity is to run a motor. The gift of the holy Spirit puts new life in us, the very 

life of God. The Spirit generates a new kind of life with in us so that we are born 

again and become partakers of the divine nature.2 To put it simply, when we 

speak of the holy Spirit, the Spirit of God or the Spirit of Christ we are talking 

about the empowering presence of God.  

 

 I would like to begin our study by reading John, chapter 14, one of the 

foundational New Testament passages for understanding the work of the Spirit. 

The context is the last night Jesus will be with his disciples. It is the night of the last 

supper. This was not one of the best moments in the lives of the disciples. As they 

gathered for supper no one graciously washed the feet of each disciple as he 

came into the room. It was Jesus, who in love, washed their feet setting an 

example of loving service.3 

 

 Judas had been revealed as a traitor and he left the room to betray the 

Lord. Peter would be warned that he would deny Christ. Jesus will soon be 

arrested and crucified. The disciples are confused and worried. It was a tension 

filled night. And then Jesus spoke to comfort their hearts.  

 

Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God,  

believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many  

mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  

I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and  
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prepare a place for you, I will come again and  

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you  

may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the  

way you know.” 

 
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where  

You are going, and how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the  

life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 
7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My  

Father also; and from now on you know Him and have  

seen Him.” 

 
8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is  

sufficient for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with  

you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?  

He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can  

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe  

that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words  

that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority;  

but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.  

(John 13:1-10) 

 

 Jesus Christ’s relationship with God his Father was the most important thing 

about his life. The words that Jesus spoke and the miracles that he did revealed 

the heart, character and power of God. Christ’s identity and his purpose was 

determined by the Spirit of God that was in him. One of the most basic problems 

in life is the need to discover whop you are. This is because who you are 

determines how you live. Jesus knows who he is. Everything he says and does 

grows out of the reality that God is working in him. Let’s read verses 10 and then 

11. 

 

Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the  

Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not s 

peak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells  

in Me does the works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the  

Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the  

sake of the works themselves. 

(John 14:1, 11) 

 

 Here is the key to all of the power and love and kindness that we see in 

Jesus Christ. The Father, God, is in him and works in him. In the life of Jesus Christ 

we see the empowering presence of God. God’s active power, His Spirit, His life 

force was and is in Jesus Christ. When Jesus was baptized the Spirit of God came 



upon him and the voice of God said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well 

pleased.”4 

 

 Acts 2:22 tells us that Jesus was attested or confirmed to be the Messiah, 

the Christ, “by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him.” And 

Acts 10:39 informs us that  

 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and  

with power, who went about doing good and healing  

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with  

Him.5 

 

 In the Old Testament it was prophesied that God would put His Spirit, His 

power upon the Messiah. The Spirit would set Christ apart from all other men and 

empower him to do the work God called him to do.6It was also promised that 

God would one day put His Spirit in all His people. This would give them a new 

heart, a new nature and new abilities.7 The gift of the Spirit would be given to 

God’s people after Jesus died and paid for our sins and was then glorified.8 

Jesus now confirms this promise of the Gift of the Spirit to us.  

 

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me,  

the works that I do he will do also; and greater works  

than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  
13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do,  

that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you  

ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

 

If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16 And I will  

pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper9,  

that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of  
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truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it  

neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,  

for He dwells with you and will be in you. 18 I will not  

leave you orphans; I will come to you. 19 A little while  

longer and the world will see Me no more, but you  

will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that  

day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in  

Me, and I in you. 21 He who has My commandments  

and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who  

loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him  

and manifest Myself to him.”10 

 

 What a tremendous promise this is! Jesus told the disciples that he would 

not leave them orphans. They would not be forsaken. A day would come when 

they would know by experience11 that Jesus was in the Father and the Father 

was in Jesus. And that both God and Christ were in them. That day came 40 

days after the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the Feast of Pentecost.12 At that 

Feast Jesus poured out the gift of the holy Spirit on all of the believers and they 

evidenced receiving the gift by speaking in tongues, one of the manifestations 

of the Spirit. 

 

 And since that day whenever anyone is saved by faith in Jesus Christ that 

person receives the gift of the holy Spirit, the empowering presence of 

God.13We are not left to live the Christian life alone. We are never forsaken. The 

Spirit within us is not just a promise of power, it is that, but it is more than that. It is 

the promise of the presence of God in Christ in us! The same way in which the 

Father is in Christ is the way that God in Christ is in us—by means of the Spirit. 

Let’s read several of these verses again. 
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I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
19 A little while longer and the world will see Me no  

more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live  

also. 20 At that day you will know that I am in My Father,  

and you in Me, and I in you. 

(John 14:18-20) 

 

 Jesus means more here than the fact that he will return and we will 

receive everlasting life. He is referring to his being with the disciples and with us 

through the Spirit. Now three characteristics of the holy Spirit are given to us 

here.  

 

 First, in verses 15 the Spirit is called the “Helper.” Some translations use the 

word “Comforter” or “Counselor.” Jesus himself had been the disciple’s source 

of comfort, strength, counsel and help. But now he is going to the Father. And 

what Jesus did for the disciples when he was with them physically the 

Spirit/Helper will now do spiritually within them. The Spirit will provide strength, 

wisdom and comfort. The same is true for us. The Spirit/Helper will empower us to 

live for God. It is through the Spirit that the very life of God in Christ is manifested 

to us.  

 

 Secondly in verse 17 the Helper is called the “Spirit of truth.” What does 

that mean? Well, truth of course is reality. Truth is what exists, what really is. 

Therefore the Spirit of God within us opens our minds and hearts to what is really 

true. It enables us to understand the truth of God’s word—the deep things of 

God.14 There are many illusions in life. There are lies and deceptions. There are 

people who think good is evil and evil is good. But the Spirit helps us to 

understand life as it really is. The Spirit gives us an understanding, a wisdom that 

sees beyond the façade the world offers.  

 

 And the Spirit enables us to live according to the truth. The shaping of our 

lives is to come from Scripture not culture. And it is the power of the Spirit in us 

that uses the Word of God in our hearts to change us. In 2 Corinthians 3:17, 18 

we read,  

 

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the  

Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face,  

beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being  

transformed into the same image from glory to glory,  

just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
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 And finally, John 14:17 tells us that the Spirit of God, the Helper, is within us. 

This is so profound. The Spirit of God in Christ in you is now a part of who you are. 

Jesus knew who he was. God was at work in him. This was his identity. Wherever 

you go, whatever you face, the Spirit of God in Christ is in you to help you. Jesus 

promised,  

I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.  
19 “A little while longer and the world will see Me  

no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you  

will live also. 20 At that day you will know that I am  

in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 

(John 14:18-20) 

 

 Wherever a believe is, wherever you are, there is the empowering 

presence of God. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 


