
The Pleasure of God 

 

 

 

There is a short worship chorus that we sing with the lyrics: “Our God is an 

awesome God, He reigns from heaven above, with wisdom, power and love. 

Our God is an awesome God.”1 And one of the reasons why our God is 

awesome is that He does whatever he pleases.  

 

Our heavenly Father is not hampered by any deficiencies in Himself or 

hindered by any outside force to do what He does not want to do. This 

wonderful truth is revealed to us in many places in the Bible and we will look at a 

few passages. Let’s begin in Psalm 135. 

 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise the name of the LORD; 

Praise Him, O you servants of the LORD! 
2 You who stand in the house of the LORD, 

In the courts of the house of our God, 
3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

Sing praises to His name, for it is pleasant. 
4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, 

Israel for His special treasure. 
5 For I know that the LORD is great, 

And our Lord is above all gods. 
6 Whatever the LORD pleases He does, 

In heaven and in earth, 

In the seas and in all deep places. 

(Psalm 135:1-6) 

 

 Our God, Yahweh, our Father is great. He is far superior than anything or 

anyone who could be called a god, because our God does what He pleases. 

We cannot always do as we please. We cannot always do what brings us joy 

and delight, but God can. He can do whatever He pleases in all of creation and 

what He does is always good, righteous and just.  Psalm 115 reveals the same 

truth.  

 

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, 

But to Your name give glory, 

Because of Your mercy, 

Because of Your truth. 
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2 Why should the Gentiles say, 

“So where is their God?” 
3 But our God is in heaven; 

He does whatever He pleases. 

(Psalm 115:1-3) 

 

What Psalm 135 and now Psalm 115 teach us is that everything God takes 

pleasure in doing He does. And nothing and no one can stop Him from doing it. 

Again, let’s see this truth as it came to Isaiah.  

 

Remember the former things of old, 

For I am God, and there is no other; 

I am God, and there is none like Me, 
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

And I will do all My pleasure, 

(Isaiah 46:9, 10) 

 

 If all of what we have just read is true and it is, then another verse in Isaiah 

about God doing what He pleases is staggering. Let’s read Isaiah 53 a prophecy 

concerning the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins.  

 

Surely He has borne our griefs 

And carried our sorrows; 

Yet we esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, 

He was bruised for our iniquities; 

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 

And by His stripes we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

We have turned, every one, to his own way; 

And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; 

He has put Him to grief. 

When You make His soul an offering for sin, 

He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, 

And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 

(Isaiah 53:4-6, 10) 

 

 The bruising is the crucifixion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ for our 

redemption. It pleased God to bruise or crush His Son for our salvation. And it is 



not that Christ’s suffering was pleasant to God. He does not enjoy seeing people 

in pain and misery. God did what He pleased and crushed His Son, because He 

was pleased to lay on Christ all of our iniquity so we could be free of sin. The 

pleasure of the Lord that prospered in His hand was that we were made 

righteous. As 2 Corinthians 5:21 reveals, “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 

for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

 

 It pleased God to make us, people who were once in rebellion against 

Him, totally righteous through Jesus Christ. At the cross God overcame every 

obstacle that would keep Him from lavishing is goodness upon us. As Romans 8 

declares, “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 

how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” 

 

 So, God does what He pleases. But what can we do to please God? What 

is it that we can do to bring Him pleasure and delight? In Acts 17:25 the apostle 

Paul said that God is not “worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed 

anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.” So if there is no work 

that we can do to bring God pleasure, then to bring Him delight we must rest 

and hope and trust in Him to take care of us. To bring God pleasure we must let 

God be God. We learn this in Psalm 147.  

 

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

Sing praises on the harp to our God, 
8 Who covers the heavens with clouds, 

Who prepares rain for the earth, 

Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. 
9 He gives to the beast its food, 

And to the young ravens that cry. 
10 He does not delight in the strength of the horse; 

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. 
11 The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 

In those who hope in His mercy. 

(Psalm 147:7-11) 

 

 God, our Father, takes pleasure in those who fear Him. He delights in those 

who stand in awe of His righteousness, holiness, mercy and steadfast, loyal love. 

He is thrilled when we place our hope in Him for good in this life and in the age 

to come. He is never hesitant or indecisive about His desire to magnify His glory 

by caring for us. God’s anger has a very stiff safety lock on it, but His goodness 

and mercy are on a hair-trigger. 

 

 This is what God meant when He declared Himself to Moses saying “The 

Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in 



goodness and truth.”2 We will come back to Psalm 137 as we conclude this 

teaching. But right now let’s go to Psalm 35 which again tells us what pleases 

God.  

 

Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion 

Who rejoice at my hurt; 

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor 

Who exalt themselves against me. 
27 Let them shout for joy and be glad, 

Who favor my righteous cause; 

And let them say continually, 

“Let the LORD be magnified, 

Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant. 

(Psalm 35:26, 27) 

 

 God takes pleasure when we believe that He will care for us. If this was 

true in the Old Testament, how much more true it is today. For remember, 

through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ God has removed every obstacle that 

would have kept Him from doing us good. And therefore when we pray for God 

to meet our needs, to forgive our sins, to help us love and serve others, to give us 

wisdom for living life, God is overjoyed that we are trusting Him. Proverbs 15:8 

states,  

 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, 

But the prayer of the upright is His delight. 

 

 Our Father finds delight and joy in our prayers. Never would we tire of 

praying if we truly believed this! Never would we tire of bringing to God every 

need and every joy. Now, don’t get confused or worried by the word “upright. “ 

I know what you are thinking – “OK Chuck, God delights in the prayers of the 

upright, but I am not always perfect. I want to be good and I truly strive to do 

what is right, but sometimes I stumble.” 

 

 I understand and I feel the same way at times. But let’s allow God’s Word 

to define what it means to be upright rather than our own fears. Let’s read Psalm 

32.  

 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, 

Whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD does not impute iniquity, 

And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

(Psalm 32:1, 2) 
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 The first verse of this Psalm tells us that this song is about forgiven sinners, 

not perfect people. A forgiven sinner is someone who fears God and who hopes 

in His mercy, goodness and loyal love – people like you and me. Now let’s read 

the last two verses of this Psalm.  

 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; 

But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him. 
11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous; 

And shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

(Psalm 32:10, 11) 

 

 Here we have a distinction between the wicked and the upright. A 

wicked person does not trust in God and his or her life will be full of sorrows. But 

mercy and love surrounds the person who trusts in God. This should make us 

rejoice! Therefore the song says “rejoice you righteous: And shout for joy you 

upright in heart.” 

 

 The Hebrew word translated “upright” here is Psalm 32 is the same word 

translated “upright” in Proverbs 15:8 where we read “the prayer of the upright is 

His delight.” Therefore the person who is upright in heart is a forgiven sinner. It is 

the person who trusts in and hopes in God’s mercy and love. If this is the kind of 

person you are, a forgiven person and not a perfect person, one who hopes in 

God then God takes pleasure in your prayers. 

 

 God delights in His people who humble themselves before Him and say, 

“You are God and I am not. And I find all that I need in You—the full beauty of 

salvation. Now I think we are ready to return to Psalm 147 and really understand 

that God finds pleasure when we treat Him as God.  

 

Praise the LORD! 

For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

For it is pleasant, and praise is beautiful. 
2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

He gathers together the outcasts of Israel. 
3 He heals the brokenhearted 

And binds up their wounds. 
4 He counts the number of the stars; 

He calls them all by name. 

 
5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; 

His understanding is infinite. 
6 The LORD lifts up the humble; 

He casts the wicked down to the ground. 



7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; 

Sing praises on the harp to our God, 
8 Who covers the heavens with clouds, 

Who prepares rain for the earth, 

Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. 
9 He gives to the beast its food, 

And to the young ravens that cry. 

 
10 He does not delight in the strength of the horse; 

He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man. 
11 The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 

In those who hope in His mercy. 

(Psalm 147:1-11) 

 

 God takes no pleasure in your business kills if you think your business kills 

alone will make you a success. God finds no pleasure in your athletic skills or 

artistic skills or your scientific abilities if you think those skills and abilities alone 

make you strong, important and wise. God has no delight in our religious 

activities and service if we think they make us good and righteous and holy 

people.  

 

 God takes pleasure in us when we make Him our one and only God. He is 

on the hunt to find people who have finally given up all hope in themselves. He 

is looking for people who will hope in His mercy and steadfast, loyal love. Our 

prayers are a delight to God. They glorify Him and bring Him pleasure, because 

they show the riches of His grace. So let’s come to God with believing hearts 

and open hands, expecting to receive. For our God takes pleasure in those who 

hope in Him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


