
The Return of Jesus Christ and the Rapture 

 

Part 1 

 

Matthew 24 

 

 

 

 Jesus Christ is coming again! This is the blessed hope of the Christian 

church.1 It is at the return of Christ that the dead in Christ will rise up from the 

dead to receive everlasting life. Those who are alive will be changed from 

mortal to immortal2. The wicked will be punished and Christ will establish his 

kingdom over the world. He will rule with his people and there will be justice and 

peace.3 

 

 Sadly, however, among Christians who fervently expect the second 

coming of Christ, there are disagreements about the timing of our Lord’s return. 

These disagreements have many times led to disunity among believers who 

should be lovingly standing together in the faith.  

 

 Some Christians have set specific dates for Christ’s return even though the 

Lord has said, “of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, but My Father only.”4 Many have sincerely expected Christ to return at 

any moment before the time of the great tribulation. And others believe that 

Christ will return only after the time of the tribulation. In order to get a solid 

understanding of when Jesus Christ will return we must not look to the opinions of 

men or to systems of theology but to the written Word of God—the Scriptures.  

 

 After careful, diligent study5 of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ it is my 

understanding that Jesus will come for the church after the time of the great 

tribulation. I know that this sets me at odds with many of my fellow believers. 

Therefore I do not present these studies to be iconoclastic; I present them with 

humility and in love. If my understanding is correct, then as the apostle Paul said, 

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God”6—perhaps even 

the great one. And if it is not we who endure that event, it may perhaps be our 

children or grandchildren and we should be prepared.7 
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 These four studies on the Lord’s return are presented in humility and with love. And I am glad to receive anyone’s 

comments or questions on these teachings. You may contact me at: chuckgmi@outlook.com.  



 

 Christ’s teaching on this subject in Matthew 24 is the most detailed and 

important New Testament presentation on the timing of the second coming. This 

first of four studies on the second coming of Christ will examine Matthew 24, with 

references to Mark and Luke. In the next study I will examine the gospel of John, 

the book of Acts and Peter’s two letters. And then finally, I will look at the letters 

of Paul and a study of the vocabulary of the Christ’s coming.  

 

It is my belief that what Jesus taught in Matthew 24 is clear and simple to 

understand. It lays the foundation for understanding the timing of his return. 

John’s gospel and Peter and Paul’s letters add new information, but they never 

change the timing of the second coming. 

 

Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple,  

and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings  

of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not  

see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one  

stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not  

be thrown down.” 

(Matthew 24:1, 2) [see also Mark 13:1, 2; Luke 21:5, 6] 
 

 Christ’s prediction about the destruction of Herod’s temple was literally 

fulfilled in 70 A.D. While putting down a revolt, the Roman general Titus 

destroyed both the temple and Jerusalem. 
 

Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples  

came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these  

things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming,  

and of the end of the age?” 

(v. 3) [see also Mk. 13:3, 4; Luke. 21:7] 
 
 

 Luke’s gospel gives us the context of the disciples’ question. They thought 

the kingdom of God was imminent and would be established at any moment. 

They had no idea that the time table for Christ’s coming into his kingdom would 

be far into the future. They were thinking that the end of the age was near at 

hand. 

 

Now as they heard these things, He spoke another  

parable, because He was near Jerusalem and  

because they thought the kingdom of God would  

appear immediately. 

(Luke 19:11) 

 



After all, Jesus had just made his triumphant entry into Jerusalem. But the Lord’s 

prediction about the destruction of the temple did not fit their picture of the end 

times. So the disciples now want to know what will be the sign of Christ’s coming 

(into his kingdom) and of the end of the age. 
 

And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed  

that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in  

My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive  

many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  

See that you are not troubled; for all these things must  

come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will  

rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  

And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes  

in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

(vs. 4-8) [see also Mark.13:5-23; Luke. 21:5-24] 
 

 In the last days, a period of time that spans from Christ’s resurrection to his 

return,8 there will be dramatic events pointing to the Lord’s return. There will be 

wars, false Christs, famines and earthquakes. But all of these are simply the 

“beginning of sorrows” not the end itself.  
 

 The word “sorrows” literally means birth pangs. All of the events mentioned 

characterize life in a fallen and sinful world—our world. But by calling them the 

beginning of labor pains Jesus indicates that these events will intensify until this 

age draws to a close and gives birth to the new age (his kingdom rule on the 

earth).9 But now the hard labor arrives. 
 

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you,  

and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 

(v. 9) [Mk. 13:11] 
 

 The word “tribulation” is translated from the Greek word thilipsis, meaning 

troubles, trials and persecution. The people facing the tribulation are believers in 

Christ. Jesus said “you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake.” And the 

extent of the tribulation is international in scope.  
 

 In the parallel record in Mark 13:11 believers are promised the aid of the 

holy Spirit in their stand for Christ. This should be carefully noted. Some who 

teach the pre-tribulation return of Christ and gathering of the saints, assert that 

the Spirit is gone from the world during the tribulation, because the church has 
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 Acts 2:17; Hebrews 1:2; 1 Peter 1:20; 1 John 2:18 

9
 Romans 8:22 also speaks of creation undergoing labor pains as it waits for redemption. 



been raptured to be with the Lord. But Christ clearly says the opposite. The Spirit 

will be present to help believers during this troubling time. 
 

And then many will be offended, will betray one another,  

and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets  

will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness  

will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 

(vs. 10-12) 
 

 The people who will be “offended” or “turn away from the faith”10 and 

“whose love will grow cold” are those who fail in their steadfastness due to the 

persecution. The word “offended” is from the Greek word skandalizo. This is a 

very powerful term that means to be caught in a position that leads to a 

cowering, shameful denial and betrayal of Christ and other believers.  The pre-

tribulation rapture teaching states that Jesus was referring to Jews and not to 

Christians. But Christ is speaking to his disciples about believers who will be 

persecuted for Christ’s “name sake (v.9).” 

 

 In 2 Thessalonians 2:3, the apostle Paul refers to the “falling away.” This 

term refers to military, political or religious defection and rebellion. It is an 

abandonment of one’s commitment. Some have suggested that this “falling 

away” refers to a departure, in the sense of the Christian’s rapture, their being 

caught up to meet the Lord. But there is no linguistic evidence to support this 

position. The context of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 points to a religious defection which 

is further described in verse 4.11 As Jesus continued his teaching, he said,  

 

But he who endures to the end shall be saved.  
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached  

in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and  

then the end will come. 

(vs. 13, 14) 
 

 Verse 13 is not teaching that our perseverance secures our salvation. The 

Bible is clear in many places that salvation is by God’s grace through our faith.12 

God, as a part of His saving work, secures our perseverance. True believers are 

“kept by the power of God through faith for salvation.”13 The Bible says that “he 

who began a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”14 
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 See The New International Version of the Bible 
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 The Greek word for “falling away” is apostasia and in the Bible it is always used of religious defection as in Acts 
21:21, “…you teach all Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake [apostasia) Moses.” 
12

 Romans 3:21-26; 4:5-8; Ephesians 2:8 
13

 1 Peter 1:5 
14

 Philippians 1:6 



Plus, Jesus promises us that no one will be able to snatch us out of his or his 

Father’s hands.15 
 

 The promise in the Old Testament concerning those who would be under 

the New Covenant is that God would make “an everlasting covenant with 

them” putting “fear” of God “in their hearts so that they will not depart from” 

Him.16 There are many who profess to follow Christ who are not genuine 

believers. These people will fall away because of persecution.17 Only after the 

gospel of the kingdom18 is preached to the entire world will the end come. 

Therefore we now move to the specifics of the end of the age and the return of 

Christ. 
 

Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’  

spoken of by Daniel19 the prophet, standing in the holy  

place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 

(v. 15) 

 

 Christ now moves from a general overview of the last days to details 

concerning the end of the age, especially concerning the Anti-Christ. This 

“abomination of desolation”20 is the “beast” of Revelation 12-13, who is “given a 

mouth speaking great things and blasphemies” and who was “given authority 

to continue for forty-two months.”21 This is the last 3 and ½ years of the last seven 

years of this age. Going back to Daniel 9:27, the passage Christ referred to when 

speaking of the “abomination of desolation” we can see that the time of this 

persecution is in the midpoint of the last seven years of this age. This is the same 

person Paul refers to in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4 as the “man of sin, the son of 

perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God…showing 

himself to be God.”  

 

then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take  

anything out of his house. 18 And let him who is in the  

field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those  
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 John 10:28, 29 
16

 Jeremiah 33:40 
17

 Matthew 15:21 
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 The gospel of the kingdom is the good news that Jesus preached (Mark 1:14, 15) and that the apostles preached 
(Acts 28:30, 31). It is the good news that one day the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of God and 
Christ (Revelation 11:15; Daniel 7:13, 14). We will be kings and priests in this new age and live in an earth restored 
to paradise (Revelation 5:9, 10; 22:3). Now, added to this gospel, is the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-3). 
19

 This prophecy comes from Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11. It originally referred to Antiochus Epiphanies IV, who 
desecrated the temple and set up an idol to Zeus in it. He is a prototype of the ultimate “man of sin.”  
20

 Literally, “the abomination that makes desolate” 
21

 Revelation 13:5 



who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies  

in those days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in  

winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great  

tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of  

the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless  

those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but  

for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 

(vs. 16-22) 
 

 Christ warns those living in Jerusalem at the time what they must do—flee. 

The phrase “has not been…nor ever shall be” in verse 21 identify this time as the 

yet future time of Anti-Christ’s reign of terror. This is the great tribulation of the last 

3 and ½ years of this age.22 Christ promises that for the “elect’s sake” those days 

[of tribulation and persecution] will be shortened. In other words the Anti-Christ’s 

persecution of believers will not last the full 3 and ½ years, because Christ’s 

return will cut it short.  
 

Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’  

or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and  

false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders  

to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told  

you beforehand. 26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look,  

He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the 

 inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 

(vs. 23-26) 
 

 Jesus Christ warns believers not to be deceived and lured by false hopes 

and false Christs, which will lead believers into trouble and harm.23 Now he states 

specifically when he shall return. 
 

For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to  

the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  
28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be  

gathered together.29 Immediately after the tribulation  

of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon  

will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven,  

and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.24  

 
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven,  
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 Believers will face many tribulations in this world before the Lord returns (Acts 14:22). But Jesus in Matthew 24 
is speaking of the tribulation produced by the “man of sin.” 
23

 Mark 13:21, 23 
24

 In Luke 21:28 Jesus said “Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption draws near.” 



and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they  

will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven  

with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels  

with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather  

together His elect from the four winds, from one end of  

heaven to the other.25 

(vs. 27-31 – see also Mark. 13:24-27; Luke. 21:25-28) [my emphasis] 

 

 The Lord Jesus Christ said, “immediately after the tribulation of those days 

the sun will be darkened…the Son of Man will appear in heaven…with power 

and great glory…He will send forth His angels with a great sound of a 

trumpet…and they will gather together His elect.” 

 

 The second coming of Jesus Christ and the rapture or gathering together 

of the elect, that is the believers, will occur immediately after the great 

tribulation.26 And it will be before the Day of the Lord, the Day of Judgment and 

wrath upon the wicked. Christ taught the disciples that God’s wrath would 

follow after their being gathered together using the illustration of Noah and the 

flood to make his point.27 

 
   Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its  

branch has already become tender and puts forth  

leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also,  

when you see all these things, know that it is near— 

at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation28  

will by no means pass away till all these things take place.  
35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by  

no means pass away. 

 
36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even  

the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as the  

days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son  

of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they  

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in  

marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 

 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them  
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 This scenario is like 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
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 The teaching of the pre-tribulation rapture of the church assumes that Jesus is not speaking to Christians, but to 
Jews. It is asserted that Christians now live in a secret administration unknown to Jesus called the administration of 
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 Luke 17:26-30 
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 The generation seeing these events unfold 



all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  

 
40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and  

the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill:  

one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore,  

for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.  
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known  

what hour the thief would come, he would have watched  

and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore  

you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour  

you do not expect. 

(v.v. 32-44)[Mk. 13:28-37; Luke. 21:29-36] 

 

 Notice that Noah is rescued before the flood comes. In the same way 

God’s people will be gathered together to Christ after the tribulation but before 

God’s wrath is poured out on the world.29 Unbelievers will be caught unaware of 

this day of God’s wrath.30 Believers are not to be unaware; we are to watch for 

the signs of the Lord’s return31 and to be sober and prepared.32 

 

 In Matthew 24 Jesus Christ taught that his return and the gathering 

together of the believers will occur “immediately after the tribulation,” although 

no one knows the exact day or hour. Nowhere in any other gospel or in the 

book of Acts, or in the letters of the apostles is the time of the return ever 

changed. New details and information are added to this basic outline, but the 

timing of Christ’s return is never modified. We will see this more clearly in the 

studies to come. 

 

Please see the note below on the Mystery referred to in footnote 26 
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 Romans 5:9 states that we have been saved from God’s wrath. See also 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9. The great 
tribulation is not the time of God’s wrath. It is the time of men’s wickedness and the Anti-Christ’s hatred. 
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 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
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 Matthew 24:42 
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 Matthew 24:45-5:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Mystery 

 

 

 As he ends his letter to the believers in Rome, Paul praises God and makes 

a statement about “my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to 

the mystery.” Although there are a number of mysteries that are revealed in the 

New Testament,33 the mystery that is associated with the preaching of the 

gospel concerns the fulfillment of Old Testament promises that Gentiles would 

one day be blessed and saved along with believing Israelites.34 The Old 

Testament however, never revealed that in the new covenant Gentiles who 

believed would share fully in all that God promised those who believed in Israel. 

In Ephesians 3, the apostle Paul makes a detailed presentation of this mystery. 

 

  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you  

  Gentiles—if indeed you have heard of the dispensation  

  of the grace of God which was given to me for you,  

  how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery . . . 

  (Ephesians 3:1-3) 

 

 The word “dispensation” in verse 2, is a translation of the Greek word 

oikonomia. Some schools of theology35 believe that an oikonomia, refers to a 

period of time, an age or epic, and that the New Testament church exists in a 

period of time that was kept secret from all previous ages (Ephesians 3:5) and 

thus the church is a separate and distinct body of believers separate from 

believers in other times such as the Old Testament. But the word oikonomia 

never refers to a period of time.36 

 

 In the New Testament oikonomia, most often refers to the office of a 

household administrator or the steward of a plan.37  Paul uses it to refer to the 

apostolic office.38 A second New Testament use is for the divine plan of 

salvation, its order and administration. But this plan or administration is said to be 
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 The first hint of this blessing is given in Genesis 12:1-3. 
35 Such as Classic or Traditional Dispensational theology. 
36 Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville, 
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 A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament, E. W. Bullinger, Zondervan Pub., 
1978, p.228. The first use of oikonomia in Luke 12:42 refers to a faithful and wise steward (one who manages 
another’s property, finances or affairs). 
38 1 Corinthians 9:17; Colossians 1:25 and here in Ephesians 3:2 



carried out by God, not any individual or group of men.39 A third and final New 

Testament use occurs in 1 Timothy 1:4, where false teachers are said to promote 

speculation rather than godly instruction.40 

 

 The apostle Paul was not given special revelation about a secret period of 

time that segregated the New Testament church from the Old Testament 

believers. He was given a stewardship of administering, or putting into effect the 

grace of God that would unite humanity in salvation as revealed in the mystery. 

 

 What then is the “mystery”? Traditional dispensationalists teach that the 

church is a new and separate work of God in a new (once secret) time period, 

and that the New Testament church is totally unrelated to Old Testament 

believers or even believers from administrations after this current one. This is not 

what the Bible states. The New Testament church of the Body of Christ 

stands in direct continuity with the Old Testament people of God, believing 

Israelites, as well as with believers in future administrations. This is shown in many 

New Testament references, where Old Testament prophecy is said to be fulfilled 

in the church or where Old Testament names for the people of God are used in 

the New Testament.41 

 

 The mystery is not the one body of Christ, or a secret period of time, the 

mystery concerns itself with the composition of the one body of Christ, which is 

the new covenant people of God. The mystery is clearly stated and defined in 

Ephesians 3.  

 

 

  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you  

  Gentiles—if indeed you have heard of the dispensation   

  [stewardship] of the grace of God which was given to me  

  for you, how that by revelation He made known to me the  

  mystery (as I have briefly written already,42 by which when 

  you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery  

  of Christ), which in other ages was not made known to the  

  sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His  

  holy apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow  

  heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ  

  through the gospel, of which I became a minister according  

  to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective  
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Geoffrey Bromiley, Erdmans Publishing, Grand Rapids, 1985, p.679 
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42 Ephesians 2:11-13 



  working of His power. 

  (Ephesians 3:1-7) [my emphasis in bold] 

 

 The point is that Gentiles who believe in Christ share equally in all that God 

promised to believing Jews (Old Testament and gospels).43 The corporate nature 

of the people of God was not a mystery. What was a mystery was that this body 

of people would include Gentiles on an equal footing with believing Jews 

(consequently the many arguments in the book of Acts about the inclusion of 

Gentiles into the body of believers).44 

 

 It was not a mystery that Gentiles would be blessed somehow by the 

Messiah,45 but it was never understood until it was revealed to Paul46 and others, 

that Gentiles would “be fellow heirs, and of the same body” with believing Jews. 

This is the point of Paul’s earlier explanation of the mystery in Ephesians 2. 

 

  Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh— 

  who are called Uncircumcision by what is called the  

  Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—that at that time  

  you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth  

  of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise,  

  having no hope and being without God in the world. 

  But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off were  

  brought near by the blood of Christ. 

  (Ephesians 2:11-13) 

 

 Once, Gentiles were without Christ, they had no part in the hope of Israel 

for a Messiah. Once, they were aliens from the commonwealth or citizenship of 

Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise. But now, because of the 

grace of God, the Gentiles who profess belief in the gospel of Jesus Christ have 

hope in Jesus as the Christ (or Messiah). They are citizens of the commonwealth 

of Israel (not national or ethnic Israel but the true Israelite, the one who 

believes—Rom. 3:28, 29; 4:16, 17; 9:6-8), and they are heirs of all the promises 
                                                           
43 This is made clearer in the NIV “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.(Eph. 3:6)” 
44 Acts 10; 11; 13:42-49; 15 
45 Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 11:10 
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after he was put in prison, when the books of Acts came to a close. Paul however, states that he was in prison 
because he was preaching the mystery (Eph. 6:19-20). When Paul wrote his letters to the Galatians and the 
Romans the “mystery” was being proclaimed. We can see this when we compare what Paul revealed in Ephesians 
3 with what he wrote earlier. Gentiles who believe in Christ are heirs together with Jewish believers (Rom. 8:17, 
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and partakers in the promise along with Jewish believers (Gal. 3; Rom. 9-11; Eph. 3:6. Gentile believers have Christ 
in them “the hope of glory” (Rom. 8:10, gal. 2:20; Col. 1:27). 



made to the fathers, especially Abraham.47 Believing Gentiles are not alone, 

without God, in the world, they belong to the one true people of God.48 

 

 In his letters to two churches, the one at Rome and the one in Galatia, 

Paul said that his gospel was no new revelation. It was promised in advance 

through the Old Testament prophets (Romans 1:2), and preached to Abraham 

(Galatians 3:8). Again, the fact that God would bless the Gentiles was not a new 

revelation.  

 

 What was startling though was that the wall of separation would be 

broken down between Jew and Gentile (Ephesians 2:14), and that together they 

would make up the one new man, the true circumcision (Philippians 3:3), the 

true seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:29) and the true Israel of God (Galatians 

6:16).  

 

 According to the analogy in Romans 11, the Gentiles are taken from a 

wild olive tree and grafted into the olive tree of the people of God (believing 

Israel).49 Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus Christ are not made a separate 

new tree. The olive tree (God’s people) is simply newly reconstituted. The 

composition of the tree has changed but there are not two trees or two peoples 

of God, there is only one. 
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48 This theme of Gentiles entering the community of the saints with full privileges can also be found in the book of 
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The Return of Jesus Christ Part Two 

 

A Study of John, Acts and Peter 

 

 

 

 In Matthew 24:29-31 Jesus stated concerning his return that “immediately 

after the tribulation…the Son of Man will appear…And…gather together His 

elect”. The gospels of Mark and Luke state the exact same thing. In the gospel 

of John there is no detailed teaching on when Christ will return. But we do have 

statements concerning the resurrection of believers. 

 

This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He  

has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it  

up at the last day. 40 And this is the will of Him who sent  

Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him  

may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the  

last day. 
 
44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent  

Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
 
54 Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal  

life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 

(John 6:39, 40, 44, 54) 
 
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in 

 the resurrection at the last day.” 

(John 11:24) 
 

Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God,  

believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many  

mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  

I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and  

prepare a place for you, I will come again and  

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you  

may be also. 

(John 14:1-3) 
 

 Jesus Christ said that he will grant everlasting life to those who believe in 

him on “the last day” of this age. There is no hint that there will be a rising from 

the dead and rapture before the tribulation. In chapter 14, Christ said nothing 

about when he will return only that he will. Let’s examine the book of Acts. 
 



Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,  

will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven. 

(Acts 1:11) 
 

 The angels declare to the disciples that Jesus will return in the same 

manner that he ascended into heaven. But now in Acts 2, Peter gives us a little 

more information. 
 

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice  

and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in  

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words.  
15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only  

the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken by  

the prophet Joel: 

 
17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your young men shall see visions, 

Your old men shall dream dreams. 
18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

And they shall prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in heaven above 

And signs in the earth beneath: 

Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 
20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 
21 And it shall come to pass 

That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 

Shall be saved.’ 

  (Acts 2:14-21) 

 

 On the Day of Pentecost, after Christ’s resurrection and ascension, the gift 

of the holy Spirit was poured out upon the believers as was promised when God 

declared there would be a new covenant.50 Peter explained that the prophet 

Joel spoke about an outpouring of the Spirit that would inaugurate the last days 

that would end with “wonders in heaven…The sun being turned into 

darkness…before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.” The 

Lord Jesus Christ mentioned the same heavenly event in Matthew 24. 
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Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun  

will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;  

the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the  

heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of  

Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of  

the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man  

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great  

glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound  

of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from  

the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

(Matthew 24:29-31) 
 

 Here in Matthew Jesus said these events prophesied by Joel would occur 

immediately after the tribulation when he would return for the elect. This would 

be followed by the day of the Lord. Peter also reveals that these events will 

occur before the day of the Lord. This is the day of God’s wrath upon sinful 

mankind. Jesus returns to gather together God’s people after the tribulation and 

before the Day of the Lord. 
 

Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may  

be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come  

from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send  

Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom  

heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all  

things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy 

prophets since the world began. 

(Acts 3:19-21) 
 

 This is the end of a speech given by Peter after healing a lame man at the 

temple. As Peter preached to the assembled crowd he said that Jesus must 

remain in heaven “until the times of restoration of all things.” This refers to the 

coming era of the millennial kingdom when Jesus Christ will remove the curse 

from the earth and restore it to paradise.51 This section from Acts 3 does not 

specifically deal with the timing of the gathering together, only that Jesus will 

remain in heaven until the time to establish the kingdom. Therefore there is 

nothing in the book of Acts that changes the timing of Christ’s return and the 

rapture as stated in Matthew 24. It will be “immediately after the tribulation.” We 

now leave the book of Acts to examine Peter’s letters. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us  
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again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus  

Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible  

and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved  

in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God  

through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 

 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while,  

if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  
7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more  

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire,  

may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation  

of Jesus Christ…13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind,  

be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is  

to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

(1 Peter 1:3-7, 13) 
 

 Peter states that believers who have stood faithful through various trials will 

be rewarded “at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” They are to rest their “hope fully 

upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

The Greek word translated “revelation” is apocalypses. This word is used several 

times concerning the return of Christ. The word always carries the idea of a 

coming and revealing in glory and power.  

 

In Matthew 24:29, 30 the Lord said “immediately after the tribulation” we 

would see “the Son of man coming…with power and great glory.” Peter 

therefore encourages believers to endure their trials and to set their hope in 

Christ’s coming in power and glory52 which Jesus said would occur “immediately 

after the tribulation.  Christ’s coming in glory is always presented as occurring 

after the tribulation53. In 1 Peter, the apostle never mentions a pre-tribulation, 

any moment rapture of the church. 

 
 

knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days,  

walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying,  

“Where is the promise of His coming? 
 

But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the  

Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand  

years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His  

promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering  
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toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all  

should come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night 

(2 Peter 3:3, 4, 8-10) 

 

 This is Peter’s last exposition on the Lord’s return. Here he addresses the 

long delay. Unbelievers scoff at the promised return, but they are wrong. The 

return of Christ is delayed only because the Lord is “longsuffering towards us, not 

willing that any should perish.” The delay is merciful giving people time to repent.  

 

 Then Peter continues by describing the day of the Lord. In his first sermon 

in Acts, Peter clearly said that the day of the Lord would come after the cosmic 

signs in the sky. Christ said in Matthew 24 that these cosmic events would 

happen after the tribulation before he returns. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Return of Jesus Christ and the Rapture 

 

Part Three 

 

The Teachings of Paul 

 

 

 

 Jesus Christ taught that his return and the gathering of the saints would 

occur immediately after the tribulation and before the day of the Lord.54 This 

same truth is then revealed in the book of Acts and in the letters of Peter. But 

those who believe in a pre-tribulation return and gathering believe that this 

doctrine was taught by the apostle Paul. They assert that Paul received special 

revelation about an imminent, pre-tribulation rapture and that Matthew 24 has 

nothing to do with the church.  

 

 If this is true then there will be clear differences between what Jesus 

taught in Matthew 24 and what Paul taught in his letters. If there are distinct 

differences then we can conclude that Paul taught about a different event 

than the event to which Jesus referred. However, if Paul’s comments are 

compatible with the Lord’s teaching then there is no reason to think that Paul 

taught anything about a pre-tribulation rapture.  

 

 This study will begin with what Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 15 and then go 

on to 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Nothing is said about this subject in Romans, 

Galatians or Ephesians. There are short references made as to what happens to 

us at the time of Christ’s return in Philippians 3:20, 21 and Colossians 3:4, but 

nothing about the timing of the return. 

 

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become  

the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since  

by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection  

of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all  

shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order:  

Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His  

coming. 

(1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 
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 Verse 23 states that believers will be resurrected “at His [Christ’s] 

coming.”55 All of the references to Christ’s return and the resurrection of 

believers before this statement in 1 Corinthians 15, reveal that Christ returns and 

gathers the saints after the tribulation. 
 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot  

inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit  

incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not  

all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment,  

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the  

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised  

incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this  

corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal  

must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has  

put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality,  

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:  
 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55 “O Death, where is your sting? 

O Hades, where is your victory?” 

 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through  

our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren,  

be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work  

of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

  (1 Corinthians 15:50-58) 

 

 In this section of Scripture Paul teaches that the resurrection will occur “at 

the last trumpet.” This corresponds to what Jesus said in Matthew 24, “He will 

send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together 

His elect.”56 In Matthew this trumpet sounding and the gathering of the elect 

occurs after the tribulation and before the day of the Lord’s wrath. There is 
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nothing remotely hinting at a pre-tribulation return of Christ in 1 Corinthians 15. 

We now move on to 1 Thessalonians.  

 

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,  

concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest  

you sorrow as others who have no hope.  
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,  

even so God will bring with Him those who sleep  

in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the  

Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the  

coming of the Lord will by no means precede those  

who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend  

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel,  

and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will  

rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be  

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the  

Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 

 These verses from 1 Thessalonians are very much like what Jesus Christ 

taught in Matthew 24. The Lord descends from heaven, there is angelic 

participation, there is a trumpet blast and believers meet the Lord in the air. 

Again, so far, there is nothing here that conflicts with the scenario described by 

Christ. There is no evidence that a pre-tribulation rapture of the church is going 

to take place. Jesus will return immediately after the tribulation. 

 

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren,  

you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you  

yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so  

comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say,  

“Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes  

upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman.  

And they shall not escape. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:1-3) 
 

 There was no need for Paul to teach the Thessalonians about the day of 

the Lord.57  
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They had heard about this before. Jesus said in Matthew 24: 39ff, the day of the 

Lord will catch the unrighteous off guard. Paul continues,  
 

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this  

Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all  

sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of  

the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep,  

as others do, but let us watch and be sober.  
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 

 get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of  

the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith  

and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain  

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died  

for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live  

together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other  

and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:4-11) 

 

 The brethren in Thessalonica were not in darkness concerning the day of 

the Lord. They did not have to worry that the day of wrath would overtake them. 

Why? The only logical conclusion is that they will have been gathered to the 

Lord at his return immediately after the tribulation and before the day of the 

Lord, which is exactly what Jesus taught in Matthew 24. Paul’s teaching in verses 

4-9 about being sober and not drunk as we wait for the day of the Lord echoes 

Christ’s teaching in Luke 21:34-36. 

 

It is obvious that the believers in Thessalonica knew about the return of 

Christ and the gathering of the saints and also about the day of the Lord. And 

there is nothing here at all that changes the timing set forth in Matthew.  

 

What the Thessalonians were concerned about was what would happen 

to those who died before Christ returned. Paul’s answer was that every believer, 

dead or alive, will be gathered to Christ at his return. This will happen after the 

tribulation but before the day of the Lord, “because God did not appoint us to 

wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”58 

 

The nature and timing of the day of the Lord is crucial to understanding 

when the return and rapture takes place. Those who believe in a pre-tribulation 

rapture of the church claim that the day of the Lord is a part of the great 

tribulation. But Christ said, “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 
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sun shall be darkened…”59 Matthew 24:29 and Mark 13:24 both state that the 

sun and the moon will be darkened before the day of the Lord. This prohibits any 

overlapping of the great tribulation with the day of the Lord. 

 

If the rapture is before the great tribulation then Paul’s comments to the 

Thessalonians about the coming day of the Lord are irrelevant! Believers will be 

gone. But Paul’s words are not irrelevant they are crucial. The signs associated 

with the coming day of the Lord (the sun darkening, etc.) are also associated 

with the return of Christ for God’s people. Let’s read it again.  

 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun  

will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;  

the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the  

heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of  

Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of  

the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man  

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great  

glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound  

of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect  

from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

(Matthew 24:29-31)60 [My emphasis] 
 

Here is the sequence of events: 
 

1. The beginning of sorrows 

2. The abomination of desolation (Anti-Christ) and the great tribulation 

3. The sun and the moon darkened 

4. Christ returns 

5. The elect are raised from the dead, transformed and gathered together 

6. The day of the Lord’s wrath begins 

7. The 1000 year reign of Christ follows 
 

Summary of 1 Thessalonians 
 

 The passages of Scripture we have looked at in 1 Thessalonians 

concerning the Lord’s return and our gathering together unto him are very 

similar to what Christ taught in Matthew 24. There is no new information 

pertaining to a pre-tribulation rapture of the church. The only new information is 

that believers who have died will be raised up from the dead first, then together 

we will be gathered to the Lord Jesus Christ.   
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The raising up of the dead believers before the gathering was a mystery (1 

Corinthians 15:51). Believers knew that the dead would be raised. Believers knew 

that those alive would be gathered to Christ (Matthew 24: 31). But how would 

this happen? What will happen first? The answer is that we will all be gathered 

together to the Lord at his return. The dead will be raised and those alive will be 

changed and then we will be gathered unto the Lord.  
 

 There is absolutely nothing in 1 Thessalonians that indicates that there will 

be a pre-tribulation return of Christ and rapture of the church simply because 

we live in the administration of the mystery. Paul’s teaching follows the 

sequence of events laid out by Jesus Christ to a “T.” There is strong evidence 

that Paul’s teaching referred the Thessalonians back to what Jesus said. This can 

be seen by the following comparison. 
 

1. For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a 

thief in the night. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:2) 
 

How did the Thessalonians know perfectly that the day of the Lord would come 

like a thief? They knew this because this is exactly what Jesus taught. 
 

Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your  

Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the  

house had known what hour the thief would come, he  

would have watched and not allowed his house to be  

broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son  

of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

(Matthew 24:42-44) 
 

2. Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 

For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at 

night. 

(1 Thessalonians 5:6, 7) 
 

Where did Paul learn this? The answer is from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master  

of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight,  

at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— 36 lest,  

coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. 

(Mark 13:35, 36) 
 

But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed  

down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life,  



and that Day come on you unexpectedly. [Luke 21:34] 
 

 It seems clear that in his first letter to the Thessalonians Paul referred the 

believers back to what Christ had said in his teaching on the end times. And 

Christ said that his return and the gathering of the elect would happen after the 

tribulation and before the day of the Lord. There is nothing in Paul’s letter that 

contradicts or even slightly changes our Lord’s teaching. Christ’s return and our 

gathering to him are post tribulation and pre-wrath. Paul knew that the believers 

needed to understand this so as not to become shaky in their faith when 

troubles arose in life. 
 
 

2 Thessalonians 
 

  Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians was written soon after the first 

letter to answer more questions and correct misconceptions about the coming 

of Jesus Christ. In 1 Thessalonians Paul tied the rising of the dead believers to the 

rapture and return of Christ. In the 5th chapter (5:1-11) he encouraged the 

believers to expect the coming of the Lord and to watch and be sober so that 

the day of the Lord would not catch them off guard.  
 

 From what Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians it seems that the church was 

experiencing persecution (1:4). And this persecution was seen by some to be 

the fulfillment of the great tribulation that Christ spoke of in Matthew 24. Since 

Paul told them to watch and be sober concerning the future coming of the day 

of the Lord (1 Thess. 5:1-7), some of the believers may have thought that the 

tribulation was nearly over and that the day of the Lord was at hand.  In his 

second letter Paul sets the record straight. 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

 
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and  

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren,  

as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly,  

and the love of every one of you all abounds toward  

each other, 4 so that we ourselves boast of you among  

the churches of God for your patience and faith in all  

your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,  
5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment  

of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom  



of God, for which you also suffer;  

 
6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with  

tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who 

 are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed  

from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking 

vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those  

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction  

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of  

His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be  

glorified in His saints and to be admired among all  

those who believe, because our testimony among  

you was believed. 

(2 Thessalonians 1:1-8) 

 

Notice that Paul states that the believers will find “rest” from their sufferings 

when,  

 

the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty  

angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who  

do not know God 

 

 According to Matthew 24 the coming judgment upon the unbelieving 

world takes place after the tribulation during the day of the Lord. Paul was 

telling the Thessalonians that they would not find rest until just before the wrath 

of God is poured out. In a pre-tribulation rapture scenario, believers would 

already be resting for perhaps years before the great tribulation and before 

Christ takes vengeance. This would make Paul’s comments here of no real value 

or comfort. 

 

The apostle’s encouragement to the believers in Thessalonica did not 

center around an any moment, pre-tribulation rapture. His encouragement to 

steadfastness in the faith centered on the appearing of Christ in power and 

glory, which happens after the tribulation. 

 

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord  

Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we  

ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled,  

either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us,  

as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no  

one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not  

come unless the falling away comes first, and the  

man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,  



4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is  

called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God  

in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I  

told you these things? 6 And now you know what is  

restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work;  

only He who now restrains will do so until He is  

taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will  

be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the  

breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness  

of His coming.  

  (2 Thessalonians 2:1-8) 

 

 Even though the Thessalonians were going through hardships and 

sufferings they were not in the great tribulation. “The coming of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together61 unto Him”62 cannot happen until certain 

events occur first. First, “the falling away”63 must happen. This is not, as some 

teach, the departure or gathering together of believers to be with the Lord. How 

could the believers first have to be gathered or depart to be with Christ before 

they can be gathered together to be with the Lord? 

 

 The “falling away” is an apostasy from the faith. It is people leaving their 

supposed faith in Christ due to persecution. This is just what Jesus said in 

Matthew 24:9, 10. The Greek word translated “falling away” is apostasia and 

always means a defection or rebellion against a religion, or rule or government. 

It is not a departure from one location to another.  

 

Then secondly, “the man of sin”64 must be revealed. He must establish his 

rule and then set himself up as God in the temple and begin his persecution 

against the saints. It seems that Paul was referring back to Christ’s teaching in 

Matthew 24 when he wrote to the Thessalonians. He corrected their error that 

the day of the Lord was upon them and that the rapture had happened or 

would happen at any moment. The order of events would be as follows. 

 

1. The falling away or apostasy from the faith 

2. The man of sin, the Anti-Christ revealed 

3. The great tribulation 
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4. The sun darkened, etc. 

5. The return of Christ and the gathering together 

6. The day of the Lord’s wrath 

 

 

 

 

The Restrainer 

 

 

Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day  

will not come unless the falling away comes first,  

and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,  
4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is  

called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as  

God in the temple of God, showing himself that he  

is God. 

 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you  

I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is  

restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  
7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work;  

only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken  

out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be  

revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath  

of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 

(2 Thessalonians 2:5-8) 

 

 In this section of Scripture the apostle Paul makes the point that all of the 

events that must occur before the Lord’s return and the day of the Lord cannot 

happen until “He who now restrains (v.7)” is removed. Only then will the Anti-

Christ be revealed in his full wickedness. When Paul wrote, “And now you know 

what is restraining (v. 6)” he must have been referring to previous instructions he 

had given them on the restrainer. I would have liked to have been in on those 

teachings, because there is nothing here to tell us who or what this restrainer is. 

 

 Who or what the restrainer is has been hotly debated over the years. 

Some teach that the restrainer is human government. They say that when all 

human governments are gone then the Anti-Christ will appear. But the Anti-

Christ will rule through human governments. Others teach that the restrainer is 

the holy Spirit and when the Spirit of God is gone from the earth the Anti-Christ 

will rise to power. But Mark 13:11 says that the Spirit will still be powerfully working 

in believers during the tribulation—“But when they arrest you…do not worry…or 

premeditate what you will speak…for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 



 

 Some Bible teachers have made a strong case for the restrainer to be 

Michael the archangel. Daniel 10:21, states that Michael’s work is to “uphold” 

angels in their fight against evil spirits. Daniel 12:1 says that when the great 

tribulation begins Michael will “stand up.” The Hebrew verb for “stand up” is 

amad and can mean to arise and remove oneself from one’s place and stand 

still, as in the sense of doing nothing. 

 

 The idea in Daniel 12:1 would then be that Michael who stands guard 

over God’s people must remove himself from his protective position in order for 

the Anti-Christ to cause his time of great trouble. But no one can say who or 

what the restrainer is for sure.  

 

Summing up 1 & 2 Thessalonians and Comparing With Matthew 24 

 

 Both Thessalonians and Matthew begin with strong warnings about what is 

being said – Matthew 24:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:3 

 

 Both refer to the coming (parousia) of Christ – Matthew 24:3, 27, 37, 39; 1 

Thessalonians 4:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1, 8 

 

 Both connect the coming of Christ with the day of the Lord (the time of 

God’s wrath) – Matthew 24:3, 29, 30, 37-39; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-5:2; 2 

Thessalonians 2:4 

 

 Both make reference to the falling away or apostasy – Matthew 24:9-12; 2 

Thessalonians 2:3, 4 

 

 Both reveal the appearing of the Anti-Christ in the temple – Matthew 

24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

 

 Both teach that Christ’s coming will shorten the Anti-Christ’s reign of terror 

and destroy him – Matthew 24:22; 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

 

 Both accounts teach that at Christ’s coming the day of the Lord will 

commence – Matthew 24:29, 30, 36-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:1, 2; 2 

Thessalonians 2:1, 2, 8 

 

 Both teach that when the day of the Lord begins God’s people will have 

been gathered together – Matthew 24:31; 1 Thessalonians 4:17-5:2; 2 

Thessalonians 2:1 

 

The teaching in Matthew 24 tells us who does the gathering (the angels, v. 

31). And 1 Thessalonians tells us where and to whom we will be gathered (to 



meet the Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Paul’s second letter to the 

Thessalonians tells us when (“rest with us when the Lord Jesus takes vengeance”, 

2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8; 2:1-9). Both 1 & 2 Thessalonians place the rapture of the 

church after the tribulation and before the day of the Lord’s wrath (Matthew 

24:3, 29, 37-39; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-15).  

 

In conclusion it is my position that Matthew 24 and all of Paul’s letters 

teach that the Lord will return and believers will be raptured after the tribulation 

and before the wrath of God is poured out (post tribulation/pre-wrath). 

 

 

The Return of Christ  

Part Four 

 

Vocabulary of the Blessed Hope 

 

 

 

 The teaching of the pre-tribulation rapture of the church states that the 

second coming of Christ is divided into two parts separated by the great 

tribulation. These two events are called the rapture, which occurs some time 

before the tribulation, then the revelation, when Christ comes after the 

tribulation in glory and power. It is asserted that in the rapture Christ comes for 

the saints before the tribulation and in the revelation he comes with the saints 

back to earth. 

 

 If this is true then it should be seen not only by looking at the chronology of 

events presented in the New Testament, but also by the vocabulary used in 

connection with the return of Christ. In the previous studies we have examined 

the chronology. I believe Scripture is clear in its chronology that Christ returns for 

the saints after the tribulation. I also assert that the vocabulary used concerning 

the return shows Christ returning for the saints in power and glory after the 

tribulation as presented in Matthew 24.  

 

 The Greek words to be examined in this study are: parousia – coming, 

apokalupsis – revelation, epiphaneia – appearing, brightness and heemera – 

day.  

 

1. Parousia – coming 

 

1 Corinthians 15:22, 23 - For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 

alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 

are Christ’s at His coming [parousia]. 

 



 This is the first use of the word parousia in the epistles. The first use of the 

word is in Matthew 24:3 and then in 27, 37, 39 where it speaks of Christ coming 

after the tribulation. As stated in earlier studies, Jesus said that he would return to 

gather the saints “immediately after the tribulation (Matthew 24:29). That timing 

is not changed anywhere in the New Testament in association with the word 

parousia.  

 

1 Thessalonians 2:19 - For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not 

even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 

 

3:13 - so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints. 

 

4:15 - For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 

remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 

asleep. 

 

5:23 - Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may 

your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 - Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering together to Him 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 - And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness 

[epiphaneia] of His coming [parousia]. 

 

 Not once in the above verses where the word parousia is used do we find 

any hint in the context that Christ’s coming is before the tribulation. The pre-

tribulation position states that the parousia of Christ and the rapture is before the 

tribulation and the epiphaneia occurs after the tribulation. But 2 Thessalonians 

2:8 puts these two events together.  

 

2. apokalupsis – revelation 

 

The apokalupsis or revelation of Jesus Christ is distinguished by pre-

tribulationists from the rapture of the church. They place this at the end of the 

great tribulation when Christ comes in glory to bring judgment on the world. This 

is true. But it is after the tribulation when the gathering together of the saints unto 

the Lord occurs.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:7 - so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ 



 

 According to the Pre-tribulation view the church is not waiting for the 

“revelation” but for the rapture, the coming before the tribulation. But here,  

1 Corinthians 1:7 states that we are waiting for the revelation of Jesus Christ and 

that we will lack no gift for service in the church while we wait. If we are already 

gathered together before the revelation then there is no need for gifts of 

service. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7 - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord 

Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 

 

 The Pre-tribulation rapture view is that believers have already found rest at 

some point before the tribulation. But here we see that this rest is given when 

Jesus is revealed. The coming, brightness and revealing of Christ must occur at 

the same event. Peter uses the same expression. 

 

1 Peter 1:6, 7 - In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, 

you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, 

being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, 

may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

 

1:13 - Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully 

upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

 

4:12, 13 - Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 

you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you 

may also be glad with exceeding joy. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 – see #1 above 

 

 Faith will be honored at the revelation of Jesus Christ. But the pre-

tribulation position says that faith has already been rewarded in the pre-

tribulation rapture that occurs before the revelation. But Scripture tells us to wait 

patiently and joyfully, even while enduring suffering, for the revelation of Christ. 

The Bible nowhere asserts that the rapture happens before the tribulation or 

before the revelation of Jesus Christ.  

 

3. epiphaneia – appearing, brightness, manifestation 

 

The pre-tribulation rapture view states that the epiphaneia does not refer 

to the rapture of the church before the tribulation, but only to Christ’s coming 

after the tribulation. It is true that the epiphaneia of Christ is after the tribulation, 



but it is my conviction that the Bible teaches that this is when believers will be 

gathered together unto the Lord Jesus—after the tribulation.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 - And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness 

[epiphaneia] of His coming [parousia]. 

 

 The epiphaneia and the parousia are not separate events but the same 

event.  

 

1 Timothy 6:11, 14 - But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness…keep this 

commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing  

 

 Why would Timothy need to strive for righteousness and godliness until the 

appearing of Christ unless the appearing is the same event as the coming 

(parousia)? 

 

2 Timothy 4:8 - Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day [heemera], and not to 

me only but also to all who have loved His appearing [epiphaneia]. 

 

 Paul was looking forward to receiving his rewards “on that Day.” It is not 

hard to understand that “Day” as the “appearing.” The pre-tribulation rapture 

belief places the giving of rewards between the pre-tribulation rapture and the 

“Day/appearing.” But 2 Timothy 4:8 says the rewards will be given on that 

“Day/appearing.” 

 

Titus 2:11-13 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 

men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 

soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed 

hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 

 

 According to the above verses the blessed hope of the church is the 

appearing of Christ. The pre-tribulation belief is that our hope is the pre-

tribulation rapture of the church. If the rapture is separated from the appearing 

by a number of years why does the Bible state that our hope is the appearing? 

Why are we urged to live godly lives looking for the appearing if we have 

already been raptured? I suggest that it is clear to see that the coming, 

revelation and appearing of Jesus Christ are all one event and that it takes 

place at his return “immediately after the tribulation.”65 
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 Matthew 24:29 



4. heemera – day 

 

2 Timothy 4:8 – see above 

 

1 Corinthians 1:7, 8 - so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 

revelation [apokalupsis] of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to 

the end, that you may be blameless in the day [heemera] of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Philippians 1:6, 10 - being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 

good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ…that you may 

approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without 

offense till the day of Christ 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:2, 4, 6 - For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the 

Lord so comes as a thief in the night…But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so 

that this Day should overtake you as a thief…Therefore let us not sleep, as others 

do, but let us watch and be sober. 

 

 The pre-tribulation belief is that the day/Day occurs after the rapture 

which is before the tribulation. But we are exhorted to watch and be sober until 

that day and there is nothing in the context that changes the timing of the 

gathering together from what we are told in Matthew 24. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 - Now, brethren, concerning the coming [parousia] of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together [episinago – same Greek word as in 

Matthew 24:31] to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, 

either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day [heemera] 

of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will 

not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 

son of perdition 

 

 The sequence of events in Matthew 24 is as follows: 1) the man of sin 

(abomination of desolation)66 is revealed, 2) the great tribulation,67 3) 

immediately after the tribulation Christ returns,68 4) the believers are gathered to 

the Lord,69 5) the Day of the Lord – the day of God’s wrath. As we have seen in 

earlier studies this sequence of events is not altered in any gospel, nor in the 

book of Acts or in any epistle. 
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 Matthew 24:29, 30 
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 Matthew 24:31 



2 Peter 3:3, 4, 10 - that scoffers will come in the last days…saying, “Where is the 

promise of His coming…But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night 

 

 The vocabulary of the Lord’s return and our gathering together to him 

does not support the idea of a pre-tribulation return of Christ and rapture of the 

church. The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to gather together the church will 

be after the tribulation in glory and great power and before the day of the 

Lord’s wrath. 

 

A Comparison of Scriptures on the Rapture and Return of Christ 

 

 In comparing the following Scripture references you will notice that there 

are many similarities between what the Lord Jesus Christ taught concerning his 

return and what Pail taught in his letters. If Paul taught a pre-tribulation rapture it 

should be clearly and plainly stated somewhere. But Paul’s teaching is in 

harmony with the Lord’s. 

 

Resurrection – John 6:39, 44 / 1 Corinthians 15:20-24 

 

Trumpet – Matthew 24:31 / 1 Thessalonians 4:16 

 

Angels – Matthew 24:31 / 1 Thessalonians 4:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7 

 

Gathering – Matthew 24:31 / 2 Thessalonians 2:1 

 

Clouds – Matthew 2430 / 1 Thessalonians 4:17 

 

Thief in the night – Matthew 24:42-44 / 1 Thessalonians 5:2 

 

Surprise the world – Luke 21:35 / 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3 

 

Sleeping and watching – Mark 13:35-37 / 1 Thessalonians 5:6 

 

Warning against drunkenness – Matthew 24:49; Luke 21:34 / 1 Thessalonians 5:7, 

8 

 

Exempt from wrath – Matthew 24:38-44 / 1 Thessalonians 5:9 

 

Church to continue through tribulation – Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:14-17 / 2 

Thessalonians 1:7-10; 2:1-3 

 

Falling away – Matthew 24:9-13 / 2 Thessalonians 2:3 

 

Anti-Christ comes first – Matthew 24:15/ 2 Thessalonians 2:3 



 

Temple defiled – Matthew 24:15 / 2 Thessalonians 2:4 

 

Warning against deception – Matthew 24:4, 11, 23-27 / 2 Thessalonians 2:2, 3 

 

Signs come first – Mark 13:29; Luke 21:28 / 1 Thessalonians 5:4; 2 Thessalonians 

2:1-3 

 

Looking for the kingdom of God – Matthew 6L10; Luke 21:31 / 1 Corinthians 

15:50; 2 Thessalonians 1:5 

 

I understand that this teaching of a post tribulation/pre-wrath return of the 

Lord Jesus and rapture is contrary to what many Christians believe. But, 

historically, it is what the early church believed and it is what Christians believed 

until the 19th century.   

 

I also understand that this hope in a post tribulation return of Christ is scary 

to many people. Who in their right mind wants to go through the great 

tribulation? But we must take comfort in the fact that many Christians have 

suffered for their faith through the centuries and many still do, even now. But our 

Lord Jesus Christ said, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”70 And 

we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us!71 
 

 I humbly pray that this series of four studies will encourage you to re-

examine the teaching of our Lord’s return—it is our blessed hope of glory. I also 

welcome any and all comments and questions. You may contact me at: 

chuckgmi@outlook.com.  Finally, it is my prayer that even if after honest study 

you disagree with my understanding of the Lord’s return that we can love, honor 

and fellowship with one another. 
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