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Love, Obedience, Peace 

 

 

 

 As we continue our study of the Lord’s final teaching to his disciples, we 

find ourselves in a section where Jesus offers exceeding great and precious 

promises. I find it amazing and wonderful and worthy of imitation that just hours 

before Jesus is tortured and crucified he is concerned for the peace and faith 

and joy of his disciples. Always showing us the heart of God, Jesus was actively 

loving those who believed. 

 

 In our present study we will learn more about the Spirit, about obedience 

and about peace. Jesus promised not to leave the believers alone. He would 

come to them and to us through the Helper, the Spirit. And then he said what 

we read in verse 20, “At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you 

in Me, and I in you.” 

 

 The day Jesus spoke about was the Day of Pentecost that occurred fifty 

days after Passover when he was crucified. On that day Christians received for 

the first time the indwelling of the Spirit. And to this very day every time someone 

comes to faith in Christ, being born again they receive the gift of God’s Spirit. 

When you receive the gift of the Spirit, Jesus said, “you will know that I am in My 

Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” This is a tremendous reality. We are made 

to share one life with Christ and the Father.  

 

He who has My commandments and  

keeps them, it is he who loves Me.  

And he who loves Me will be loved by  

My Father, and I will love him and manifest  

Myself to him. 

(John 14:21) 

 

Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who 

loves Me.” Often people get the reverse in their minds. They think that if we obey 

Christ we will thereby love him. In other words obeying Christ is what creates love 

for him. But to think Jesus said “Obey me and you’ll love me” is to produce a 

mechanical, sterile, rigid Christianity; it is a recipe for becoming legalistic and 

judgmental. 



 But the cause and effect here is simple: if you love Christ you will 

keep his word. And you will experience in your loving others and giving and 

serving a sweet fellowship with God and Christ and there will be joy in your 

heart. How do I know this? Our Lord will promise joy in chapter 15, but let’s read 

the promise now: “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in 

you, and that your joy may be full.”1 Let it be dear Lord, let it be! 

 

Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord,  

how is it that You will manifest Yourself  

to us, and not to the world?” 

(John 14:22) 

 

 Judas asked this question, because the expectation was that when the 

Messiah came the whole world would know. So Judas is curious about why the 

Lord will manifest himself now only to believers. The Lord’s answer runs from verse 

23 to verse 29. 

 

Jesus answered and said to him,  

“If anyone loves Me, he will keep  

My word; and My Father will love him,  

and We will come to him and make  

Our home with him. 

(John 14:23) 

 

 What a beautiful promise this is: “We will come to him and make  

Our home with him.” As we love and obey, in the tender moments we have with 

one another in our times of compassion and mercy for one another, as we 

weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice, as we give and 

share, there will be moments when we can feel and say, “Our Father is here and 

our Lord is here.” This certainly is a beautiful and rich promise. But now, Jesus puts 

his finger on the cause of disobedience.  

 

He who does not love Me does not  

keep My words; and the word which  

you hear is not Mine but the Father’s  

who sent Me. 

(John 14:24) 

 

 As beautiful as verse 23 is that’s how painful verse 24 is. If we are not 

following our Lord at some point, why not? The answer is that in some area of life 

we do not love Jesus Christ. “I don’t want to forgive her.” Why not? “because 

she really hurt me.” But do you love the Lord? “Yes.” Then  you will forgive her.  

                                                           
1
 John 15:11 



 “I don’t want to tithe or share the gospel” Are you afraid? “Yes.” Do you 

love the Lord? He will help you. Obedience doesn’t produce love for Jesus, love 

for Jesus produces obedience. The world at large does not see Christ or the 

Father in the affairs of life, because there is no love for God and Christ.  

 

These things I have spoken to you  

while being present with you.  
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,  

[which] the Father will send in My name,  

He will teach you all things, and bring  

to your remembrance all things that I  

said to you. 

(John 14:25, 26) 

 

 The immediate application here is for the apostles. This explains how we 

got the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and how we got the rest of 

the New Testament letters. The apostles didn’t have notebooks and pens or 

IPads or video cameras when they followed Christ. How will they remember 

accurately all that Jesus did and taught? How will they understand what it all 

meant? The answer is the Helper, the gift of the Spirit. 

 

 In 2 Peter 1:20 and 21 we learn that none of the Scriptures are of any 

private origin. No apostle made things up. Scripture came from “holy men of 

God” as they were “moved” or inspired “by the holy Spirit.” The Spirit will bring 

back to memory all that they saw and heard from Jesus Christ. The New 

Testament is not fiction. It is about a reality that God’s Spirit makes alive and real 

and concrete for us.  

 

 And there is an application for us too. The Spirit of God is always working in 

us to have a greater and deeper understanding of Scripture. You may be 

reading the Bible and you’ve read that section of verses many times before. But 

now as you read it 2+2 come together and you say, “Wow, I never saw that 

before!”  

 

Or a situation may come up in your life and then a relevant section of 

Scripture is brought to your memory. Or when we speak in tongues and interpret 

or prophesy, Scripture is brought back into memory and we present a message 

from God. This is all the work of the holy Spirit. The Spirit makes truth leap off the 

pages of the Bible and rivets it in our hearts. Now, Jesus gives a promise of 

peace. 

 

Peace I leave with you, My peace  

I give to you; not as the world gives  

do I give to you. Let not your heart  



be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

(John 14:27) 

 

 I wonder how many Christians have really taken this to heart? Peace is the 

birthright of every child of God. Jesus is heading for the cross, yet he speaks of 

giving the disciples peace. And what he is saying is this: “I have a peace right 

here in the midst of stress and trouble and pressure. And I give it to you, 

therefore let not your heart be troubles and do not be afraid.” 

 

 This is addressed to you too dear friend! Jesus gives us a peace that is 

unlike the peace the world gives, because it does not merely avoid troubles—it 

is strong and deep even in troubles. Now there are three components to this 

peace.  The first component is peace with God. The apostle Paul wrote,  

 

Therefore, having been justified by faith,  

we have peace with God through our  

Lord Jesus Christ 

(Romans 5:1) 

 

 To be justified is a legal term that means you are cleared of all sin and the 

ultimate consequence of sin. And because you are now forgiven nd holy you 

have peace with God. No peace is more necessary since this is God’s world 

and universe. To be at peace with God means we have His love and goodness 

to fill our lives forever. Secondly, the peace Jesus gives us brings us peace with 

one another.  

 

 There was a massive cultural barrio and great hostility between Jews and 

Gentiles in the first century. But the cross of Christ changed that. Even today 

there is strife between all the ethnicities and between all the philosophies. Only 

in and through Christ can this be changed. Again Paul wrote,  

 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once  

were far off have been brought near  

by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself  

is our peace, who has made both one,  

and has broken down the middle wall  

of separation 

(Ephesians 2:13, 14) 

 

 All of us are far away from God and one another, but in Christ we 

become one people, one family. The final aspect of peace is personal. We can 

have peace in our hearts that doesn’t hide from life’s troubles, but which stands 

firm and confident in the midst of the storm. It is written,  

 



Be anxious for nothing, but in  

everything by prayer and supplication,  

with thanksgiving, let your requests be  

made known to God; 7 and the peace  

of God, which surpasses all understanding,  

will guard your hearts and minds through  

Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 4:6, 7) 

 

The peace that Jesus brings to us is ultimately independent of what 

happens in life. It rests on our justification before God and God’s love and care 

for us now. The peace that Jesus gives is unlike the peace the world gives, 

because it is the cure for troubled hearts and cowardice. And that’s why he tells 

us “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” Let’s return to John 

14.  

 

You have heard Me say to you,  

‘I am going away and coming back  

to you.’ If you loved Me, you would  

rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to  

the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. 

(John 14:28) 

 

 There are two important ides here. First, Jesus returned to the subject of his 

leaving. And what is interesting is the Lord’s slight rebuke. “If you loved Me” he 

said “you would rejoice because…I am going to the Father.” The disciples were 

thinking about their immediate loss—being without Jesus.  

 

They weren’t thinking about how wonderful it was for Jesus that he was 

going to God and to glory. Now were they thinking about the fact that Jesus 

being glorified meant that when he returns they and we will be glorified too. But 

it is difficult to be happy for another when you are feeling sad and lost. And 

what takes us out of our selfishness to rejoice in another is love. 

 

The second profound idea is that God is greater than Jesus Christ. Jesus is not 

God. Jesus told us clearly in John 17 that his Father alone, is God. Here is what 

he said: “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”2 And he told us that he has a God. After the 

resurrection he told Mary Magdalene,  

 

Do not cling to Me, for I have not  

yet ascended to My Father; but  

                                                           
2
 John 17:3 



go to My brethren and say to them,  

‘I am ascending to My Father and  

your Father, and to My God and  

your God.’ 

(John 20:17) 

 

 If Jesus has a God then he cannot be God. And although he is now 

glorified  and all authority in heaven and earth has been given to him, he too 

will one day be totally subject to God. We learn this in 1 Corinthians 15. 

 

Then comes the end, when He delivers  

the kingdom to God the Father, when  

He puts an end to all rule and all authority  

and power. 25 For He must reign till He has  

put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last  

enemy that will be destroyed is death.  

 
27 For “He has put all things under His feet.”  

But when He says “all things are put under  

Him,” it is evident that He [God] who put all  

things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when  

all things are made subject to Him, then the  

Son Himself will also be subject to Him [God] 

who put all things under Him, that God may  

be all in all. 

(1 Corinthians 15:24-28) [my edits in brackets] 

 

 One day Jesus will bow before God that God his Father may be seen as 

supreme over all. Let’s finish reading John 14.  

 

And now I have told you before it  

comes, that when it does come to pass, 

 you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk  

much with you, for the ruler of this world  

is coming, and he has nothing in Me.  
31 But that the world may know that I love  

the Father, and as the Father gave Me  

commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go  

from here. 

(John 14:29-31) 

 

 Jesus told the disciples about his leaving by way of the cross not so they 

would be confused and worried, but so that when it happened they would 



know that God’s plan was being carried out. And he told them about the Spirit 

so they would know that they and we are not alone.  

 The Lord didn’t have much more time to be with the apostles. He will soon 

be arrested and crucified. The ruler of this world, Satan, was coming for him. You 

know, people wonder why our world is so full of evil and wickedness. Often 

people wonder why, if there is a God, is there so much evil, pain and suffering.  

 

 To understand this you need to understand the Bible. The first ruler of this 

world was Adam. God told him to subdue the earth and have dominion over it.3 

Sin changed all of this and the rulership of this world was delivered to Satan.4   

But by the cross and his resurrection Jesus Christ won the right to one day rule as 

King of kings. This will happen when he returns and restores our world to the 

paradise it was.  

 

I will no longer talk much with you,  

for the ruler of this world is coming,  

and he has nothing in Me. 31 But  

that the world may know that I love  

the Father, and as the Father gave  

Me commandment, so I do. Arise,  

let us go from here. 

(John 14:30, 31) 

 

 The devil had no claim on Christ, because he was without sin and 

therefore free from death. But Jesus went to the cross and died. Why did Jesus 

give his life on the cross? The usual answer is he died to pay for our sins. And that 

it true. But Jesus sacrificed his life for someone more important than us—God. 

Jesus chose to go to the cross, because he loved God and wanted to please his 

Father. God wanted to save lost sinners, because he loves us. To accomplish this 

Jesus must obey God in all things even to the point of death on a cross.  

 

 In effect Jesus told the disciples and us this: “I want you to know that the 

devil and betrayal and denial and fear are not ruling this night. Love is ruling this 

night. I am obeying the Father that the world may know that I love Him. The 

cross is not the victory of evil. It is the triumph of love.”  

 

 Love led to obedience. To learn this truth about our Lord not only prompts 

our love and admiration for him. As his followers it calls for us to live and love and 

obey as he did. And so Jesus declares “Arise, let us go from here.” 
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