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 Have you ever thought that you’d like to see God? I have. In John 14 

Philip makes this request of Jesus Christ. He says “Lord, show us the Father.” We 

often think if only we could see God it would be easier to trust Him and live for 

Him. If only we could see Him then our troubled hearts would be comforted.  

 

 There is a story about a little boy who was in bed one night when a terrible 

thunder storm took place. The boy was scared and cried out to his Dad. So his 

Dad came in sat down on the bed and put his arms around his son. And the 

Dad said to the boy, “It’s OK there’s nothing to fear God is always with us even 

though we cannot see Him.” And the son replied, “Yea, I know, but right now I 

need someone with skin on.” 

 

 The night of the Last Supper the disciple’s hearts were troubled. They were 

about to enter a bad storm. Jesus would be crucified and they would be left 

alone. Jesus promises that his going away is only to prepare a home for them in 

his Father’s house. He will come back for the believers to take them home. Philip 

wants to be assured. So he asks to see God. But first Jesus speaks.  

 

If you had known Me, you would have  

known My Father also; and from now  

on you know Him and have seen Him. 

(John 14:7) 

 

 All the knowledge of God for which our hearts hunger is revealed in Jesus 

Christ. He unveils to us the Father’s wisdom, power, love and grace. Jesus made 

an amazing statement here.  

 

Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the  

Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

(John 14:8) 

 

 In effect Philip was saying, “Lord, I know you want us to trust you. We want 

to know that you really are the way to God and that you will take us to the 



Father’s house. It would be a lot easier to trust you if you could just show us 

God.” 

 

Jesus said to him, “Have I been  

with you so long, and yet you have  

not known Me, Philip? He who has  

seen Me has seen the Father; so  

how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

(John 14:9) 

 

 What do you think of Christ’s words here? Do you understand what he 

said and meant? Some people think Jesus was saying that he is the Father, that 

he is God. But that’s not correct at all. The clue to what Jesus meant here is in 

the Greek word translated “seen.” Before we examine the word for “seen” let’s 

take a moment to understand the Greek word translated “known.” 

 

 It’s the Greek word ginosko and it means to know by experience, to 

understand something either by doing something or by being with someone. So 

there is a seeing that is inadequate for true and full understanding. And there is 

a type of seeing that leads to full and true understanding. 

 

 Let me illustrate this for you by the story of Peter’s and John’s trip to Christ’s 

empty tomb in John 20. In the story three different Greek words for “seeing” are 

used with different meanings, which we don’t really see in our English translation. 

The first Greek word is blepo. When Peter and John were told that the tomb was 

empty they both ran to the tomb. John out ran Peter and got to the tomb first. 

Standing by the entrance he looked in and “saw” the linen burial cloths lying 

there. The Greek word for “saw” here is blepo. It simply means to see with your 

physical eyes.  

 

 When Peter arrived he brushed right past John and went into the tomb 

and he “saw” the linen cloths. Here a different Greek word is used. It is theoreo. 

It means to scrutinize, to think about, to try and formulate a theory about what 

happened. Peter saw the linen cloths in the shape of a body, but there was no 

body encased in it. Peter thought “What happened here?” 

 

 Then John finally entered the tomb. And we are told that he “saw” the 

empty grave cloths and believed. The word translated “saw” here is orao and it 

means to see and to perceive, to understand. We often say this when we finally 

understand something. We say, “Oh, I see what you mean.” This word orao is the 

same word that Jesus uses here in John 14: 7 and 9.  

 

 Jesus said, “He who has seen me, he who understands me, has seen or 

perceived and understands the Father.” Let me explain this another way. In 



verse 8 Philip asks “show” us the Father. The Greek verb for “show is deiknumi” 

which calls for a demonstration. This is why Jesus responded “Have I been with 

you so long and you don’t grasp that if you’ve seen me you’ve seen a 

demonstration of the Father? Jesus continues. 

 

Do you not believe that I am in  

the Father, and the Father in Me?  

The words that I speak to you I do  

not speak on My own authority;  

but the Father who dwells in Me  

does the works. 11 Believe Me that  

I am in the Father and the Father  

in Me, or else believe Me for the  

sake of the works themselves. 

(John 14:10, 11) 

 

 Jesus Christ is not God, but God was at work in His Son. So if you 

understand Jesus you’ve seen the heart and work of God. We are told this 

several times in the New Testament. Here are just two examples from the book of 

Acts.  

 

Men of Israel, hear these words:  

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested  

by God to you by miracles, wonders,  

and signs which God did through Him  

in your midst, as you yourselves also know 

(Acts 2:22)  

 

 Peter is saying exactly what Jesus said in John 14; God was at work in 

Christ. Peter reveals this again in Acts 10. 

 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth  

with the Holy Spirit and with power,  

who went about doing good and  

healing all who were oppressed by  

the devil, for God was with Him. 

(Acts 10:38) 

 

 God was at work in Christ by means of His Spirit. Therefore when Jesus 

taught you could see and understand God. When he had little children sit on his 

lap to bless them you could see and understand God. When Jesus told the story 

about the prodigal son and the forgiving father you could understand God. 

When Jesus embraced a man who was full of leprosy you could see God. When 



Jesus wept at Lazarus’ grace and then raised him up from the dead you could 

see and understand God.  

 

 In John 1:18 we are told, “No one has seen God at any time. The only 

begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” Seeing 

with the physical eyes does not necessarily lead to believing. But believing leads 

to seeing, to truly understanding.  

 

 In a sense Jesus was God with “skin on.” Jesus was saying, “I have served 

to demonstrate how God works, how God acts. I came to show you what God’s 

heart is like. And I have also demonstrated how a man or woman acts who has 

God’s Spirit within.  

 

 This brings us back to the story I told earlier about the young boy. He knew 

God was always with him, but that night during the storm, he needed someone 

with skin on to hold him. This is where the next three verses of John 14 come into 

play. Jesus said,  

 

Most assuredly, I say to you,  

he who believes in Me, the works  

that I do he will do also; and greater  

works than these he will do, because  

I go to My Father. 13 And whatever  

you ask in My name, that I will do,  

that the Father may be glorified in  

the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My  

name, I will do it. 

(John 14:12-14) 

 

 Our Lord’s promises here are powerfully inspiring and encouraging. They 

are powerful for your life and powerful for our church. Hera ere the three 

promises and we will look at each one. First, all of us who believe in Jesus Christ 

will carry on with his work. Secondly, in some wonderful way we will all do 

greater works. And finally, to carry out our mission we have the privilege of 

prayer. Let’s review the verses.  

 

Most assuredly, I say to you,  

he who believes in Me, the  

works that I do he will do also 

(John 14:12a) 

 

 This grand promise is not just to the apostles, but to everyone who 

believes. It’s like the general promise of John 3:16 that says whoever believes in 

Christ shall not perish but have everlasting life. Or like the promise in John 7:38 



where we are told that the one who believes in Christ out of his or her heart will 

flow rivers of living water, talking about the holy Spirit.  

 

 So every Christian is called to carry on the work of Jesus Christ. Does this 

mean casting out demons? Yes. Does this mean miracles and healing? Yes, as 

God directs you as you manifest the Spirit. And the works Jesus did also include 

loving people, forgiving people, teaching, being kind and compassionate. We 

are to carry on these works too. Ephesians 2:10 reveals that we are God’s 

“workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works.” This means all of us. Peter 

tells us that we all have work to do.  

 

As each one has received a gift,  

minister it to one another, as good  

stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the  

oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let  

him do it as with the ability which God  

supplies, that in all things God may be  

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom  

belong the glory and the dominion  

forever and ever. Amen. 

(1 Peter 4:10, 11) 

 

 All of us are gifted in some way to carry on the work of Christ to serve 

people and bring glory to God. All of our words and all of our deeds should help 

point to God and Christ. In other words, the normal Christian life is to be Christ 

with “skin on” to the world. Now on to the second promise in John 14. 

 

Most assuredly, I say to you,  

he who believes in Me, the works  

that I do he will do also; and greater  

works than these he will do, because  

I go to My Father.  

(John 14:12) 

 

 All of us are called to do the works Jesus did and all of us are called to do 

greater works. What does “greater” mean? If you think greater means more 

miraculous or more spectacular you are on the wrong track. Greater works 

means greater in extent, in effect and impact. We do the works of Christ, 

because Jesus has gone to the Father and he has sent the gift of the Spirit to 

empower us for the work.  

 

 But Jesus preached and healed in Israel and after his resurrection there 

were about 120 believers. After Christ’s ascension, on the day of Pentecost, 



Peter preached Christ and about three thousand people believed! And now 

there are Spirit filled Christians all over the world. And when all is said and done 

the greatest miracle that could ever happen is to lead someone to faith in Christ 

and the new birth. What is new and greater is that since the resurrection of Christ 

the world is full of believers with Christ in them through the Spirit. When Jesus was 

here he could only be in one place at one time. But now his presence can be 

everywhere a believer is! And now the third promise.  

 

And whatever you ask in My name,  

that I will do, that the Father may be  

glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything  

in My name, I will do it. 

(John 14:13, 14) 

 

 What a magnificent promise! As we seek to carry on the work of Christ, as 

we seek to let our light shine and offer love and forgiveness, as we bring the 

grace of God to others, whatever we need for these tasks, we may ask in prayer 

and Jesus Christ will do it. 

 

 We are to pray for God’s name to be made holy in our world. We are to 

pray for His will to be done and for His kingdom to come. We are to pray for our 

needs and the needs of others. We are to pray for people to be saved. We are 

to pray for resolve and faith and courage. Jesus is saying that our requests in his 

name should be attuned to his will and purposes.  

 

 To pray in Christ’s name is more than adding his name to the end of our 

prayers. It is to pray based on his merits before God. And to do something in the 

name of another is to act as his representative. What would Jesus pray for? 

What would Jesus do? Think and pray like that and we will carry on his work. 

 

 These promises of our Lord are comforting, tender, encouraging and 

inspiring. As long as you are alive, no matter how young or old you are, no 

matter your successes or failures, no matter the size of your church, as a believer 

in Christ you have the privilege and responsibility to carry on the work of Christ. 

May we all have the faith and the passion to help others to see Jesus Christ and 

the Father. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


