
Union with Christ 

 

In Christ 

 

 

 

 Every aspect of God’s relationship with us is connected to our union with 

Christ. From God’s plans for us in eternity past,1 to our relationship with God 

now,2 to the wonders of the age to come,3 all of it centers in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. In the next few weeks we will look at some of the prepositions that are 

used to describe who we are, what we have and what we can and should do 

because of our unbreakable union with Christ. Today we will look in Scripture at 

the little, but very important word “in.” 

 

 The Greek word for “in” is en and means to be within and or to remain 

within something, to be unified or incorporated into something or some sphere 

of influence. As I mentioned last week all of humanity can be divided into two 

groups; those who are in Adam and those who are in Christ. 

 

 By our first birth we are all in Adam and this makes us a part of the old 

creation that was spoiled by sin and is doomed to corruption. But being born 

again we are taken out of the sphere and influence of Adam and are now in 

Christ and part of the new creation. Our being in Christ gives us a new identity, 

new blessings and resources and a new future hope of life and glory. So let’s 

begin our study of being in Christ as it relates to our new identity.  

 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

old things have passed away; behold, all things have  

become new. 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 We examined this verse at the end of last week’s teaching. But notice 

now the idea of identity. As a Christian you are not merely someone who has 

adopted a new set of values. You have been transformed. A miraculous 

metamorphosis has taken place. You may look the same, smell the same, speak 

with the same accent and cadence, but you are qualitatively different at the 

very core of who you are. Being in Christ your nature has changed because you 

have divine life in you, which is your new nature. This sets you apart from people 

who are still in Adam. As a new creation you are now a child of God. 

 

                                                           
1
 Ephesians 1:4 

2
 Ephesians 2:18 

3
 Ephesians 2:7 



Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed  

on us, that we should be called children of God!  

Therefore the world does not know us, because it did  

not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God;  

and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,  

but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like  

Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who  

has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

(1 John 3:1-3) 

 

 Right now we are children of God. And the Greek word for “children” is 

teknon meaning a child by natural means. The very life of God that was in Christ 

is in you. The world does not see this in you. To those who are still in Adam, for the 

most part, the old you is still you. But you are not the old you. You are a new 

creation and when day when Christ is revealed you too will be revealed in all 

out glory. Here is another aspect of our new identity from 1 Corinthians. 

 

 

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through  

the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To the  

church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are  

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all  

who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ  

our Lord, both theirs and ours: 

(1 Corinthians 1:1, 2) 

 

 When you placed your faith in Jesus Christ, God took you out of Adam 

and placed you into the supernatural realm of Christ. You became a new 

creation. And you have been sanctified, which means you have been set apart 

for God. This distinguishes you from all other people still in Adam. And you are 

now a saint! Sainthood is not reserved for special Christians who have died. All of 

God’s people are saints. Being a saint means that you are a holy one.  

 

 When Moses saw a manifestation of God in the burning bush he went to 

see it. And God told Moses, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where 

you stand is holy ground.”4 If the ground under a burning bush is sanctified, holy 

ground, how much more are you sanctified and holy?  

 

You are a saint; the presence of God is in you! In Christ you are a new 

creation. In Christ you are a saint. This is who you are. Not only are we changed 

people individually, but who we are has been changed corporately. All of us 

together have a new identity.  
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Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and  

foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and  

members of the household of God, 20 having  

been built on the foundation of the apostles and  

prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief  

cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being  

fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,  
22 in whom you also are being built together for a  

dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

(Ephesians 2:19-22) 

 

 In Christ you are not a stranger or foreigner. You are a member of the 

household of God. All of us together make up the family of God. And we are 

put together by divine design to be a holy temple, the dwelling place of God in 

the Spirit.  

 

 Think how magnificent Solomon’s temple must have been. As resplendent 

as it was with magnificent art and tapestries and gold and silver—all of us here in 

this room make a more beautiful temple for God to dwell in. And just as in 

ancient times the temple was where people went to meet God, you and I are 

the place where people can see God. Just as Jesus revealed the Father by all 

that he said and did, we can reveal God by our attitudes and actions. And as 

we are together the temple we should love and honor one another.5 

 

 By faith in Christ you are a new creation, a child of God, you are a saint, a 

holy one. And you and I together are a holy temple, the dwelling place of God. 

By faith I must decide that this is who I am in Christ. I must see myself as God sees 

me. Now, secondly in Christ we also have new blessings are resources.  

 

There is therefore now no condemnation to those  

who are in Christ Jesus,6 

(Romans 8:1) 

 

 This is such a tremendous blessing! In Adam we were lost, condemned 

sinners, doomed to perish. But in Christ we will never face any sort of 

condemnation from God. There is no sin in your life past, present or future that 

will ever be held against you, because the penalty was paid by Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:24 states that we have been “justified [cleared of all wrong doing] 

freely by [God’s] grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
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For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us,  

that we might become the righteousness of God  

in Him. 

(2 Corinthians 5:21) 

 

 God treated Jesus as if he committed every sin that we have so that He 

can now treat us as if we had done every good and righteous thing Christ did. In 

Christ we become the very righteousness of God! My heart stands in awe of the 

magnificent grace of God.  

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the  

heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him  

before the foundation of the world, that we should be  

holy and without blame before Him in love,  

 
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus  

Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of  

His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which  

He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we  

have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness  

of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

(Ephesians 1:3-7) 

 

 In His magnificent grace God has given to us every spiritual resource and 

blessing. We are granted righteousness, wisdom and the privilege of being 

God’s children. We are holy and without blame. We are accepted and beloved 

of God, we are cleansed of all sin and we share in Christ’s exalted position and 

power. 

 

even when we were dead in trespasses, made us  

alive together with Christ (by grace you have been  

saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit  

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that  

in the ages to come He might show the exceeding  

riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ  

Jesus. 

(Ephesians 2:5-7) 

 

 Not by works that we have done, but solely by God’s grace we have a 

share in Christ’s exaltation and glory.7 The reason for this is so that God may 
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show us, for all eternity, the exceeding riches of His kindness. In Christ our lives 

are not dead ends for we have the hope of Christ’s return and life everlasting. 

 

But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has  

become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
21 For since by man came death, by Man also came  

the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die,  

even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each  

one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those  

who are Christ’s at His coming. 

  (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 

 The great distinction among people is not that they are capitalist or 

communist. It is not that they are educated or uneducated, or black or white. 

The great distinction among all people is that some are in the realm of Adam 

and some are in the realm of Christ. Adam, who was human, who came into 

being by a direct act of God through his disobedience and sin brought death to 

all humanity. Jesus Christ, who is human, and who came into being by a direct 

act of God, through his obedience and righteousness brings everlasting life to all 

who are found in him by faith.8 

 

 Who are you as a Christian, someone in Christ? You are a supernatural, 

new creation. You are a child of God. You are a sanctified, holy saint. All of us 

together are a holy temple, the dwelling place of God. Being in Christ means 

you will never face condemnation. In Christ you have received the very 

righteousness of God. You have ever spiritual blessing and resource. You share in 

the privilege and position of our exalted Lord. You will receive everlasting life 

and glory. 

 

 How then should we live? As our identity and privileges are revealed in 

Scripture so too is our responsibility.  

 

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  
2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and  

given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to  

God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light  

in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit  

of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth) 

 

Therefore He says: 
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“Awake, you who sleep, 

Arise from the dead, 

And Christ will give you light.” 

 
15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools  

but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days  

are evil. 

(Ephesians 5:1, 2; 8, 9; 14-16) 

 

 How shall we live? We should live a life of loving kindness. We should live 

as children of the light, speaking truth and doing what is right and good. We 

need to wake up and make the most of every moment and of every day, 

because the days are evil. If you are a new creation in Christ then God calls you 

to think, feel and behave differently than you did as a part of the old creation. 

 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the  

Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him  

and established in the faith, as you have been  

taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy  

and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men,  

according to the basic principles of the world,  

and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all  

the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are  

complete in Him, who is the head of all principality  

and power. 

(Colossians 2:6-10) 

 

 We must not allow ourselves to be robbed by worldly thinking and 

philosophy. We must not be robbed of who we are and all that we have and all 

that we can do and all that we be in Christ. In Christ we have moved out of 

Adam and into victory. Being in Christ is a vital, intimate union involving a shared 

life and shared work and a shared destiny which no one can ever change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


