
Union with Christ 

 

Through Christ 

 

 

 

 In our last study concerning our union with Christ we looked at the 

preposition “in.” All of humanity is in one of two spheres of influence. We are 

either in Adam and lost in sin or we are in Christ and redeemed from sin. In Isaiah 

59 we have a declaration about God and humanity. 

 

Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, 

That it cannot save; 

Nor His ear heavy, 

That it cannot hear. 
2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; 

And your sins have hidden His face from you, 

So that He will not hear. 

(Isaiah 59: 1, 2) 

 

 Through our union with Adam all of humanity is separated from God, 

because of sin. All of us have inherited a sin nature. For example no one has to 

teach a child to be selfish or to tell his or her first lie. We do not always sin as 

badly as we could, but we are not always as good as we were meant to be. On 

our own, no matter how good we may seem to be, at heart we are rebellious 

towards God, we reject His authority, we refuse His love and we go our own 

way. 

 

 And so there is a wide gulf between God and us. It is a chasm we cannot 

bridge on our own. But, as revealed in Isaiah 59 “the LORD’s hand is not 

shortened that He cannot save.” Therefore motivated by love and tender mercy 

God provided a bridge. Just as through Adam we were separated from God, so 

through another man, Jesus Christ we can be reconciled to God. In 1 Timothy 

1:15 we read “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” And 1 Timothy 2:5 declares “For there 

is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

 

 The Bible is clear that just as we are sinners and separated from God by 

our union with Adam, so we are free from sin and reconciled to God only 

through Jesus Christ. In our union with Christ the preposition “through” expresses 

the only means or way for us to come to God. Through Christ means we have 

access to God, access to His grace and blessings and access to life and glory. 

Nowhere in Scripture is this made more plain that in Romans 5. So let’s begin 

reading God’s Word. 



Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace  

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Romans 5:1) 

 

 The chapter begins with the word “Therefore.” It means “for this reason” or 

“consequently.” “Therefore” connects a previous idea or event to another. So 

let’s look back at the last verse of chapter 4. 

 

who [Jesus] was delivered up because of our offenses, and  

was raised because of our justification.  

(Romans 4:25) 

 

 Unlike Adam, Jesus lived a righteous life, fully obeying and loving God. He 

obeyed God completely, even to the point of dying on a cross as a sacrifice to 

pay the penalty for all of our sins. So God delivered Christ up to death on the 

cross because of our offenses. And to prove that God accepted the sacrifice, 

God raised him up from the dead. And this resurrection proved that we are 

justified. To be justified means to be declared just or righteous and free from all 

sin. Therefore, for this reason we have peace with God! 

 

 Peace with God. This is what every heart longs for whether we know it or 

not. Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in God. Our hearts search for 

peace in relationships, in art, in music, science, sex, greed, our achievements 

and on and on. But there is no peace in our hearts, because  we are at war with 

God because of sin.  

 

 But having been justified by faith in Christ, having been cleared of all sin, 

we have peace with God through Jesus Christ. Peace with God means that our 

hearts are at rest: God will never condemn us. And we now have access to all 

of God’s grace and blessings so that we can have the peace of God reigning in 

our hearts even in times of great stress. 

 

through whom also we have access by faith into this  

grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the  

glory of God. 

  (Romans 5:2) 

 

 Once we were separated from God, but now we have access into His 

very throne room. We stand in grace—secure in God’s love and sure of His 

blessing. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. What does this mean? 

We use the word “hope” today for a desire we wish for but if which we are 

uncertain. For example we say” I hope it doesn’t rain today.” 

 



 But biblically, the word “hope” means something that is certain, but not 

yet realized. One day God will be revealed to all of creation in His full, rich glory. 

And through Christ we have a share in that glory. It will be revealed in us. The 

glory of God will be shared with us! This is our destiny. We should rejoice in this 

truth and it should affect how we think and feel and behave. 

 

And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations,  

knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  
4 and perseverance, character; and character,  

hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because  

the love of God has been poured out in our hearts  

by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

(Romans 5:3-5) 

 

 Jesus said that in life we will face tribulation.1 There will be problems; there 

will be times of trial and trouble. And we may even face persecution because of 

our faith. Life may put the squeeze on us, but like olives in a press the oil of 

perseverance and Christ-like character will be seen in us. Our hope of God’s 

glory will inspire us. And our hearts will not be crushed because we have the 

love of God filling our hearts in the gift of God’s Spirit. His power and life is in us. 

 

For when we were still without strength, in due time  

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous  

man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone  

would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own  

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ  

died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified  

by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

(Romans 5:6-9) 

 

 All of us were at one time unsaved sinners. And because we were, we 

were without strength, that is we were powerless to be truly good and righteous. 

We esteem some people better than others. But God knows us better than we 

do and He knows that on our own we are all bound by sin. But He proved His 

love for us by sacrificing His Son for our salvation. And through Christ we are 

saved from the wrath to come.  

 

 The wrath of God is rarely taught today in many churches, but it should 

be. The wrath of God is not sudden, impulsive, selfish anger. It is God’s righteous 

and determined anger at sin. God hates sin. Sin is destroying His creation just as 

disease destroys our bodies.  
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 We often hear the phrase “We love sinners, but hate the sin.” This is true 

now, for without love you cannot reach the heart of a sinner. This is why God 

proved His love at the cross of Christ. But it is also loving to tell someone who is 

speeding recklessly in a car that if they don’t stop they will crash and die. In the 

same way we must tell those who rebel against God, reject His authority and 

refuse His love that if they do not repent they will be punished “with everlasting 

destruction from the presence of the Lord.”2 They will perish—forever. All of 

humanity is headed towards two destinies. Through union with Adam we are 

headed to death. Through union with Christ we are headed to life and glory. 

 

For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to  

God through the death of His Son, much more, having  

been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And  

not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our  

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received  

the reconciliation. 

(Romans 5:10, 11) 

 

 God, by His own initiative and will brings a change in our status before 

Him. Once through our union with Adam we were enemies of God. But now 

through our union with Christ we are no longer alienated from God. We rejoice 

in God, we delight in God; we are satisfied with all that He is for us. God is our 

Father and no longer our judge. Now, in one of the most profound passages in 

all of Romans, we have a comparison between Adam and Christ. It shows us 

how we are all affected through our union with Adam or through our union with 

Christ.  

 

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the  

world, and death through sin, and thus death spread  

to all men, because all sinned— 13 (For until the law sin  

was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no  

law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,  

even over those who had not sinned according to the  

likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of  

Him who was to come. 

(Romans 5:12-14) 

 

 When Adam sinned death entered our world. Through Adam we have all 

inherited a natural inclination to sin. And because of sin everyone dies. Even 

when there were no laws like the Ten Commandments people did what was 

morally wrong. And they knew it even if they did no rebel against a specific 

word from God like Adam did. Also, Adam is a type or pattern of Christ who 
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would come after him. That is, Adam was a man whose actions affected many 

others. In the same way Christ is a man whose actions will also affect many 

others. 

 

But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the  

one man’s offense many died, much more the grace  

of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man,  

Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 

(Romans 5:15) 

 

 Adam’s one offense was devastating. It brought sin and death to all of 

humanity. But Christ’s obedience to God covers a multitude of sins and brings 

righteousness and life. 

 

And the gift is not like that which came through the  

one who sinned. For the judgment which came from  

one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free  

gift which came from many offenses resulted in  

justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death  

reigned through the one, much more those who  

receive abundance of grace and of the gift of  

righteousness will reign in life through the One,  

Jesus Christ.) 

(Romans 5:16, 17) 

 

 Through Adam sin is in our world and death shrouds the whole human 

race. This is exactly the opposite of what Satan promised. He said if you rebel 

against God “You will be like God.”3 But sin has only made us less human. But 

through Christ all who are united to him by faith will indeed one day share in the 

glory of God.  

 

 What Adam grasped at he lost. What Christ refused: to make himself 

equal to God, he gained.4 Through Christ we too shall reign in life. We shall not 

be bound forever in death. Through Christ we will inherit everlasting life.  

 

Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment  

came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so  

through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came  

to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by  

one man’s disobedience many were made sinners,  

so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made  

                                                           
3
 Genesis 3:5 

4
 Philippians 2:5-11 



righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered that the offense  

might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded  

much more, 21 so that as sin reigned in death, even so  

grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Romans 5:18-21) 

 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow! All of humanity is in one of two 

spheres of life and influence. Through Adam one group is lost in sin and 

alienated from God. The problems in our personal lives, the troubles in our 

homes and the tragedies in our world are proof of the power and effects of sin. 

And all of our achievements are rendered meaningless by death. 

 

 But everything changes for the other group through Christ. The Scriptures 

declare,  

 

The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the  

law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory  

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,  

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,  

knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

(1 Corinthians 15:56-58) 

 

 We have much to receive, but God has no more to give than He has 

given or will give through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


