
Union with Christ 

 

To Christ 

 

 

 

 The most exciting biographies or autobiographies are those that do more 

than merely give dates, events and facts. The most interesting are the stories 

that reveal the driving force of someone’s life. This is because the fascinating 

thing about someone is what fires up his or her heart: in other words what or for 

whom is someone living. 

 

 Many people just float through life. They are tossed and turned by every 

wave of popular ideas. Some others don’t drift, but they are driven by dark and 

selfish motives. But what really makes someone’s life appealing is when he or she 

is driven by a nobler motive. I don’t admire the philosopher Frederick Nietzsche, 

but he was correct when he said “He who has a why to live can bear almost 

any how.” 

 

 As Christians the why of our existence is that we live unto the Lord. We 

desire for him to be honored and glorified by all that we do and say. Today as 

we end our study of the prepositions concerning our union with Christ, I want to 

focus on the word “to.” As I’ve studied this preposition in light of our union with 

Christ I have learned something very relevant to life. 

 

 There is so much disharmony in the world. Husbands and wives fight. 

Families quarrel. There is political strife; people lock horns in the work place. And 

there are racial tensions and conflicts. In light of this Romans 12:18 tells us “If it is 

possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” So how do 

we do that? Scripture tells us that as we strive to live unto Christ as our Lord, we 

can do much to foster harmony in all of our relationships. 

 

 Let’s start by looking at the church. Every local church ought to be a local 

expression of the love of God. We are the children of God; we are the family of 

God. As Scripture declares we should love one another just as Christ loved us.1 

Sadly however there are some churches where people argue with one another 

and are critical of one another over so many things. This happened even in the 

great and glorious 1st century church. And so in Romans 14 we have instructions 

concerning how to get along. 

 

 

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to  
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disputes over doubtful things.  

(Romans 14:1) 

 

 In every church there are strong, mature believers and there are weak 

and immature believers. In the 1st century church the weak believers were 

sometimes Jewish converts who still felt a need to follow dietary rules or other 

rituals. There were also pagan converts who brought along their own ideals and 

values. So, verse 1, tells us to accept the weak believer into the family of God 

just as we accept immature children into our earthly families. But let’s not 

accept them and then argue over minor issues. 

 

For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is  

weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats  

despise him who does not eat, and let not him who  

does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received  

him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his  

own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made  

to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 

 
5 One person esteems one day above another; another  

esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced  

in his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it  

to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to  

the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to  

the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does  

not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God  

thanks.  

 
7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to  

himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die,  

we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die,  

we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose  

and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the  

dead and the living. 10 But why do you judge your  

brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother?  

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  
11 For it is written: 

 

“As I live, says the LORD, 

Every knee shall bow to Me, 

And every tongue shall confess to God.” 

 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to  

God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore,  



but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a  

cause to fall in our brother’s way. 

(Romans 14:2-13) 

 

 One of the controversies in the early church concerned eating meat. The 

Jews had strict dietary laws about pork and unclean foods. And almost all the 

meat sold in the market place was meat that was slaughtered at a pagan 

temple and dedicated to the pagan deity. For the pagan converts to 

Christianity eating meat dedicated to an idol was uncomfortable, because it 

brought back to mind old ideals and values. And the Jewish converts had 

trouble at the church pancake breakfast when the bacon was brought out.  

 

 Jesus purified the eating of all foods teaching that it is not what goes into 

us that make us unclean, it is what comes out of our hearts.2 But still problems 

persisted because it takes time to learn and apply the truths of the Bible. Other 

believers were concerned over certain holy days. But all of these issues were 

really minor concerns. And as believers mature in their understanding of the 

Bible their opinions and actions become more biblical.  

 

 What bothered the apostle Paul when he wrote this was not the minor 

issues, but the judgmental attitudes that people brought against one another. 

So Paul wrote the following with divine wisdom. 

 

Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat,  

and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats;  

or God has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s  

servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he  

will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 

 
5 One person esteems one day above another; another  

esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in  

his own mind. 6 He who observes the day, observes it to  

the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the  

Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord,  

for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the  

Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 

(Romans 14:3-6) 

 

 Each person is doing something or not doing something to the Lord; in 

honor and respect of Christ. Now, we can certainly teach and help people to 

grow and mature in their faith. But if someone is sincerely doing something as 

unto Christ who are we to judge his or her heart? 
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 There are great doctrinal issues that should be proclaimed and protected. 

But there are other issues that are minor and that will come and go. People 

gradually grow and learn to think and behave more biblically from mature 

believers—give them time. And the profound doctrine that is the foundation for 

our attitude and actions of love toward one another is in verses 7-9. 

 

For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.  
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die  

to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the  

Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose[b] and lived  

again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

(Romans 14:7-9) 

 

 How can we judge someone to be a weak or bad believer over minor 

issues? Jesus Christ died and rose again and has been made Lord—Christ is the 

Lord, not me! And so if we live we live to the Lord. And if we die we die to the 

Lord. Every Christians is the servant of Jesus Christ.  

 

 Therefore we have no business to despise or judge the heart of any 

servant of Christ over minor issues: to his own master he will stand or fall. The key 

to harmony in the church then is for each of us to live unto the Lord Christ. Christ 

will be the judge of the heart one day, not me. 

 

 There are major issues of doctrine and ethics for which we should 

earnestly contend.3 But issues of food and clothing and worship styles of music 

and even holding a day holy or not holy are areas where love should abound. 

Let us teach and help one another to grow. But let love prevail as we live to the 

Lord. A second area where we can bring harmony as we live unto the Lord is in 

the work place. 

 

Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according  

to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but  

in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you  

do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,  
24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward  

of the inheritance; for[a] you serve the Lord Christ. 25 But  

he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done,  

and there is no partiality. 4:1 Masters, give your bondservants  

what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in 

heaven. 

(Colossians 3:22-4:1) 
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 There is no justification for slavery. The idea of one person owning another 

human being is simply wrong. But slavery was common in the ancient world. It is 

how work was done. And for the most part slaves were treated as mere living 

tools. The biblical demand that Christian masters give their servants what is just 

and fair was revolutionary for its time. And it set the stage for the abolishment of 

slavery.  

 

 But the principles that are stated here also apply to modern day 

employees and employers. Employees are to work as unto the Lord. And 

employers are to remember that they too serve a Master as well. They too are to 

work as unto the Lord. On both cases, for employees and employers, the 

doctrine that affects our practice is the same.  

 

Both the Christian employee and the Christian employer are called to 

serve Christ; to work as unto him. Each must act toward the other the way he or 

she would act toward Christ. This simple principle can transform work into 

worship and bring harmony into the work place.  

 

It is possible to lead a managers meeting as if you were leading it for 

Christ. It is possible to sweep a room as if you were doing it for Christ. Think of 

creating artistic expressions as unto the Lord. Think of serving a customer as of 

you were serving Jesus. Think of fixing a car or repairing some machine as if 

Christ owned it. What a great difference this would make in the business world. 

 

Now, the Bible also tells us we should treat one another as we would treat 

the Lord in our personal families. Ephesians 5 tells us that wives should submit to 

and respect their husbands as to the Lord. Husbands are to love their wives just 

as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it. And children are to honor 

their parents in the Lord.4 But our God is also concerned that we treat those out 

in the world that are in need, as we would treat our Lord Jesus Christ. Here is 

what Christ taught.  

 

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the  

holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of  

His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him,  

and He will separate them one from another, as a  

shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He  

will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on  

the left.  

 
34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand,  

‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom  
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prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  
35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty  

and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took  

Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick  

and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 

 
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord,  

when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty  

and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger  

and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when  

did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  
40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly,  

I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of  

these My brethren5, you did it to Me.’ 

 
41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart  

from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared  

for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you  

gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;  
43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and  

you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not  

visit Me.’ 

 
44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did  

we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick  

or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will  

answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch  

as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not  

do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting  

punishment6, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

(Matthew 25:31:46) 

 

 The point here is simple. People will be judged on how we lived our lives. 

What was our attitude towards Jesus Christ and how was our love shown to him 
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as revealed by how we treated others. The righteous had fed Christ when he 

was hungry by helping the needy. They gave drink to the thirsty, welcomed the 

stranger and visited the sick and so on. What the righteous did for the least and 

humblest and neediest of people they did to Christ. The righteous will be 

rewarded and the unrighteous will be punished for their lack of love towards 

Christ as revealed by there in action.  

 

 Now, the whole New Testament teaches that we are justified and made 

righteous by faith in Christ alone. But if our faith is real it will be seen in our good 

works.7 If we have truly put our faith in Christ and trust him for salvation, we shall 

love him and live as unto him. And if we love Christ we will love the people in our 

families, the people in church, the people we serve and work for and those out 

in the world who suffer and are in need. In serving others we serve the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Let’s read verse 40 again. 

 

And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly,  

I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least  

of these My brethren, you did it to Me. 

 

 To live as a Christian is to do all that we do as unto the Lord. A right 

relationship to Christ always leads to a right relationship to others. The greatest 

need in the world is for it to see us serve Christ in every area of life. Our greatest 

need is to not restrict service to Christ to what we do only on Sunday. 

 

 The driving force of our lives is to do all that we do as unto the Lord. Living 

unto Christ is our “why” and therefore we can bear almost any “how.”  

 

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill  

cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put  

it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light  

to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before  

men, that they may see your good works and glorify your  

Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:14-16) 
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