
Walking in the relationship of love 

Mark 12:28-34:  The great commandments:  Love God and love others. 

Love is a relationship.  A relationship is more than factual knowledge.  Our love for 

God and our love for people will transform us much more than knowledge.  You 

are transformed by whom or what you love.  You will be transformed by your love 

relationship with the Father and with others. 

Sometimes, we act as if our final judgment will be based on how much we know the Scriptures, how 

many teachings we’ve sat through or given and how many meetings we’ve attended. 

Or, as a minister, we care about what people know, so we teach.  We care about what people do, so we 

set rules and model behavior.  We do these things because we believe their lives will be better.  We 

want them to be what we want them to be, “for their own good”, and then we’re frustrated when they 

don’t do it.  To me, this feels too much like people are projects to be managed, not people to be loved.   

By focusing on a two-way love relationship with God and two-way love relationships with others, I am 

transformed and the people around me are transformed. 

I Corinthians 12 is about the walk by the spirit and the working of the one body.  

The walk by the spirit is about relationship with God, interacting with Him.  It’s 

not a some set of skills that you master in isolation, like working out at a gym. 

The one body is about relationship:  how we are all diverse, yet as we walk in love 

and relationship we all grow individually and in our overall working together as a 

body. 

I Corinthians 13:1-3:  Have not love.  (Bullinger:  echo:  to have and hold, implying 

present, continued having, or lasting possession)  Often, we read this as don’t 

work at being loving.  V. 4-8:  These are all about relationship.  The fruit of the 

spirit are about relationship. 

I Corinthians 14 is about operating in the church – how we treat each other, walk 

in love. 

Romans 5:5:  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 



I Corinthians 13 asserts that our rewards will be based on how much our nature of love.  God rewards 

what He actually wants.  Yes, we need to know the Scriptures in order to come into a relationship with 

God, and in order to know what it looks like to love with the love of God. But it is by experiencing God 

and living out of a heart of love, in a love relationship with Him and with others that we truly do His will. 

 

Relationship grows through interaction. 

Romans 2:4:  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing 

that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

Worship:  God is great.  Worship – not distanced praise of a perfect and incomprehensible being, 

cowering in fear with a sense of shame and insignificance.  Praise, admiration, appreciation.  Less of a 

cathedral, more like a little girl hugging her father.  Yes, great and good and powerful and wise way 

beyond what me and my ability, no question as to His superiority, and at the same time as in love with 

me as I am with Him, kind and gentle and concerned with me as an individual. 

Ginosko:  to perceive, observe, obtain a knowledge of or insight into.  It denotes a 

personal and true relation between the person knowing and the object known, 

i.e. to be influenced by one’s knowledge of the object, to suffer one’s self to be 

determined thereby. 

Epiginosis:  clear and exact knowledge, more emphatic than gnosis, because it 

expresses a more thorough participation on the part of the knower with the 

object of knowledge, a knowledge that has a powerful influence on the knower. 

You wouldn’t say you “know” someone because you read about him in a book.   

II Peter 1:3 

I John 4:7-21 

Love his brother also:  It can’t be just you, God, and the Bible. 

  



How: 

1. Focus on being present and on God’s presence with you.  Look to observe 

how God is working, and how He is working with you. 

2. Take time to “just be” with God. 

God wants to be with you.  He is not just a benevolent manager, which is willing to 

spend time with you to instruct, reprove, and give you assignments.  He isn’t just a good 

manager who wants to get the best performance out of us. 

He delights in relationship, and being with us. 

3. Pray in an interactive way.  Express appreciation and listen for what He is 

saying.  Ask Him how He feels about you. 

4. Speak in tongues.  If you have any doubt that God wants to interact, 

speaking in tongues reminds you that He is there, that His spirit is in you, 

and that something supernatural is going on.  And, speaking in tongues 

builds up the inner man, prays perfectly, and gives thanks well. 

5. Read the Bible with the intent of getting to know your Father better, and 

ask Him what He wants you to know. 

6. Focus on being present with people and on God’s presence when you are 

with people. 

  



Romans 12:1-2:  present your bodies a living sacrifice.  Let yourself be 

transformed.   

John 13:35:  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another. 

NOT:  By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have lots of Biblical 

knowledge, and that you are really adamant that you Biblical knowledge is 

superior to someone else’s. 

I Timothy 1:5:  Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, 

from a good conscience, and from sincere faith. 

I Corinthians 2:9-12:  But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor 

have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those 

who love Him.” 

Romans 5:5:  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

Galatians 5:22-23:  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness [meekness], self-control. Against 

such there is no law. 

 

 


