
Chapter Three 

 

What the Cross Meant to Satan 

 

 

 

 It is very difficult to read the New Testament without seeing the joyful 

confidence that fills its pages. Even when believers were in the midst of intense 

struggles there is no sense of ultimate defeat in what we read.1 There is always 

confidence and hope. Words like victory, triumph, conquerors and overcome 

point to the confident perspective of the early followers of Christ. And this 

perspective should be and can be ours too. 

 

 But when we speak of our ultimate victory as Christians we must 

remember that we owe it all to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Word of God says that 

“we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”2 And “thanks be to 

God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”3 And “thanks be to 

God who leads us in triumph through Christ.”4 

 

 We are more than conquerors and we have the victory and triumph 

through Jesus Christ, because of what the cross meant to Satan. In this chapter 

we are going to explore three sections of Scripture that will reveal to us what 

took place at the cross in the spiritual battle with the devil. And we will begin in 

the first letter of the apostle John. 

 

Little children, let no one deceive  

you. He who practices righteousness  

is righteous, just as He is righteous.  
8 He who sins5 is of the devil, for the  

devil has sinned from the beginning.  

For this purpose the Son of God was  

manifested, that He might destroy  

the works of the devil. 

(1 John 3:7, 8) 

 

 Verse 8 reveals a profound truth for us to understand. The message of the 

good news is that Jesus Christ did not come to call us to do some mighty work 

against the devil. He did not say, “Look, you’ve got a giant spiritual opponent 

                                                           
1 Acts 16:16-25 
2 Romans 8:37 
3 1 Corinthians 15:57 
4 2 Corinthians 2:14 
5 The phrase “He who sins” means “He who habitually sins.” The Amplified Bible reads “he who commits sin [who 
practices evildoing] is of the devil [takes his character from the evil one].” 



and you need to defeat him to enter the kingdom of God.” No. Jesus came to 

do a mighty work for us! On the cross Christ was engaged in combat with the 

devil and he won. 

 

 Here is what Christ won for us. Since we are saved and born-again we no 

longer practice or abide in sin. The title “devil” means the accuser or slanderer. 

And the Greek word for “destroy”6 means to loosen, to unleash, to sever, break 

off, to deprive of authority, to annul. Therefore what the cross meant to the devil 

is that he no longer has power over you to make you or seduce you to sin. And 

his authority to accuse you of sin before God is broken. 

 

 When Christ died on the cross the devil’s grip on you was loosed. The leash 

that held you to him was cut. The devil is still very dangerous and we must be 

sober and vigilant against him.7 But you are no longer at his mercy so-to-speak. 

Scripture says, “he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”8 You no 

longer have to give in to temptation. You have power—Christ in you power to 

do what is right.9 

 

 And the devil can no longer accuse you to God as a sinner unworthy of 

everlasting life. As we learned from 2 Corinthians 5:21 Jesus became “sin for us, 

that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” You are righteous now. 

Therefore Romans 8:33 asks the question “Who shall bring a charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies.” The devil cannot bring a charge against 

you. Jesus Christ has destroyed his work in your life. Our second section of 

Scripture concerning what the cross meant to Satan is in Colossians 2. 

 

And you, being dead in your trespasses  

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He  

has made alive together with Him, having  

forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped  

out the handwriting of requirements that  

was against us, which was contrary to us.  

And He has taken it out of the way, having  

nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed  

principalities and powers, He made a  

public spectacle of them, triumphing over  

them in it. 

(Colossians 2:13-15) 
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7 1 Peter 5:8, 9 
8 1 John 4:4 
9 Colossians 1:27; Philippians 4:13 



 When Jesus died on the cross something stupendous happened. First, all 

of our sins were paid for and therefore we are forgiven of all our debt owed to 

God. And secondly, all the demonic forces were overthrown. The forgiveness of 

our sins is described by an ancient custom. The phrase “handwriting of 

requirements” refers to a certificate of debt. It was legal proof of indebtedness.  

 

 Every person is immeasurably in debt to God for violating His good and 

holy law. And we are unable to pay the debt to be set free. In the analogy of 

the certificate of debt there were two ways to show that the debt was 

canceled. One way was to mark an “X” across the certificate. The other way 

was to sponge it off and wipe the debt away.  

 

 Ancient ink was very black and it lasted a long time. But there was no 

acid in it and therefore it did not “bite” into the paper. And so whatever was on 

the certificate could be wiped clean. When a certificate of debt was canceled 

by making an “X” across it, the debt was paid, but the charges could still be 

seen. On the other hand when the debt was washed off the debt was not only 

paid, but all of the charges were wiped clean as well just as if there had never 

been any debt. This is what happened for us at the cross. 

 

And you, being dead in your trespasses  

and the uncircumcision of your flesh,  

He has made alive together with Him,  

having forgiven you all trespasses,  
14 having wiped out the handwriting of  

requirements that was against us, which  

was contrary to us. And He has taken it  

out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.  

(Colossians 2:13, 14) 

 

 The shed blood of Jesus Christ washed clean our certificate of debt. We 

are forever free of guilt before God. The devil cannot point to any recorded sin 

in our lives. Not only can the devil no longer prosecute us, he and his host have 

been disarmed. 

 

Having disarmed principalities and  

powers, He made a public spectacle  

of them, triumphing over them in it. 

(Colossians 2:15) 

 

 The word “disarmed” is from the Greek word apekoyo meaning to put off 

completely, to undress completely and thus to render powerless. It is a picture of 

the ancient oriental custom of stripping off the robes of office from a deposed 

official. At the cross all the demonic forces have been stripped of their power 



and authority to ultimately rob you of your salvation. This is because all of your 

sins are forgiven. 

 

 But that is not all. Christ made a public spectacle of them. When a 

conquering general returned home from a great victory, he was often given a 

victory parade. There would be musicians and chariots and soldiers. And 

selected vanquished enemies would be led in chains, their shame openly 

displayed. Every demonic being knows that his cause is ultimately defeated. 

Satan’s authority has been stripped away and he and his host await doom and 

destruction in the lake of fire at the appointed time. 

 

 Thirdly, what the cross meant for Satan was that his power over death was 

broken forever. This truth is clearly taught in Hebrews 2. 

 

Inasmuch then as the children have  

partaken of flesh and blood, He  

Himself likewise shared in the same,  

that through death He might destroy  

him who had the power of death,  

that is, the devil, 15 and release those  

who through fear of death were all  

their lifetime subject to bondage. 

(Hebrews 2:14, 15) 

 

 Of all the fears that grip the human heart none is greater than the fear of 

death. But through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross he has destroyed the 

devil’s power over death. The word “destroyed” here in Hebrews is a different 

Greek word than the word “destroyed in 1 John 3, where we read that Jesus 

came to “destroy the works of the devil.”10 The Greek word here means to 

render inoperative, to bring to nothing, to turn the power level down from 100 to 

0. 

 

 When the unsaved die, they die with all of their sins upon them. Like a 

heavy concrete slab it holds them in death. A certificate of debt, of sin hangs 

around their neck. And the devil can accuse them of sin. The evidence is there. 

But through the sacrifice of Christy our debt has been paid. The certificate has 

been washed clean. And the devil’s power to hold us in death is gone.  

 

 In 2 Timothy 1:10 we read that Christ “has abolished death and brought 

life and immortality to light through the gospel.” The word “abolished” is the 

same form of the Greek word translated “destroyed” in Hebrews 2. Death still 

                                                           
10 The word here is katargeo. 



exists, but for us it is a momentary sleep of unconsciousness. We will not be 

judges to face the second, permanent death.11 

 

 This is such a huge truth to grasp, because there is nothing in us which is 

not subject to death. God told Adam that the consequence for sin would be 

death—"For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”12 Therefore Romans 6:23 

tells us “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.” 

 

But now Christ is risen from the dead,  

and has become the firstfruits of those  

who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by  

man came death, by Man also came  

the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as  

in Adam all die, even so in Christ all  

shall be made alive. 23 But each one  

in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,  

afterward those who are Christ’s at  

His coming. 

(1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 

 Every human being is in one of two categories. He or she is either in Adam 

and held captive to sin and death. Or he or she is in Christ and released from 

permanent death. Let’s look at the comparison. 

 

So also is the resurrection of the  

dead. The body is sown in corruption,  

it is raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown  

in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is  

sown in weakness, it is raised in power.  
44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised  

a spiritual body. There is a natural body,  

and there is a spiritual body. 45 And so it  

is written, “The first man Adam became  

a living being.” The last Adam became  

a life-giving spirit. 

(1 Corinthians 15:42-45 

 

 The resurrected life and body of Jesus Christ is the proto-type of what we 

will be. Breath life will not animate us. When God breathed into Adam he 
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became a living being, a living soul. But we, like Jesus Christ now, will be 

animated by God’s Spirit. 

 

However, the spiritual is not first,  

but the natural, and afterward the  

spiritual. 47 The first man was of the  

earth, made of dust; the second  

Man is the Lord from heaven.  
48 As was the man of dust, so also  

are those who are made of dust;  

and as is the heavenly Man, so also  

are those who are heavenly. 49 And  

as we have borne the image of the 

man of dust, we[l] shall also bear the  

image of the heavenly Man. 

(1 Corinthians 46-49) 

 

 Just as we have born the image of the man of dust with all of its aches 

and pains and frailty, so we shall bear the image of our glorified Lord Jesus 

Christ. What a great, encouraging, comforting truth. Our bodies and minds will 

be perfect—no more sickness, no more death, no more struggling against sin. 

 

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh  

and blood cannot inherit the  

kingdom of God; nor does corruption  

inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you  

a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but  

we shall all be changed—  
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an  

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet  

will sound, and the dead will be raised  

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

 
53 For this corruptible must put on  

incorruption, and this mortal must put  

on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible  

has put on incorruption, and this mortal  

has put on immortality, then shall be  

brought to pass the saying that is written:  

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

 
55 “O Death, where is your sting? 

O Hades, where is your victory?” 

(1 Corinthians 15:50-55) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28768l


 The apostle Paul enhances our joy at the reality of our future resurrection 

by quoting Isaiah 25:8 and Hosea 13:14. The latter quote taunts death and really 

it taunts the devil who holds us in death. Christ released us from his grip by the 

cross and his resurrection. 

 

The sting of death is sin, and the strength  

of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God,  

who gives us the victory through our Lord  

Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved  

brethren, be steadfast, immovable,  

always abounding in the work of the Lord,  

knowing that your labor is not in vain in the  

Lord. 

(1 Corinthians 15:56-58) 

 

 What the cross meant to Satan is that we have the victory, we have the 

triumph, we overcome through Christ Satan loses. 

 

Finally, you may be asking yourself “If Satan was defeated at the cross 

then why is there still so much evil in the world?” That is a good question. In legal 

terms Satan was defeated at the cross. He has no authority over a believer if 

you do not allow it. James 4:7 says to us, “Therefore submit to God. Resist the 

devil and he will flee from you.” And Ephesians 6:10-18 tells us to put on the 

armor of God. Put on truth, righteousness, peace, faith, hope and then stand. 

The devil is powerless over us when we stand upon God’s Word.13   

 

 But Scripture also tells us that the devil is still the “god” of this age.14 And 

he blinds people to the glory of Christ and he holds the unsaved world in his 

grip.15 And he manipulates and directs and deceives people with false ideals 

and philosophies and lusts that cause them harm. But his doom is sure! Romans 

16:20 proclaims, “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet 

shortly.” The day of Satan’s ultimate destruction draws close with every breath 

we take. In the words of an old hymn,  

 

Did we in our own strength confide,  

  our striving would be losing,  

  were not the right man on our side,  

  the man of God's own choosing. 

  Dost ask who that may be?   

  Christ Jesus, it is he;  
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  Lord Sabaoth, his name,  

  from age to age the same,  

  and he must win the battle. 

 

  And though this world, with devils filled,  

  should threaten to undo us,  

  we will not fear, for God hath willed  

  his truth to triumph through us.   

  The Prince of Darkness grim,  

  we tremble not for him;  

  his rage we can endure,  

  for lo, his doom is sure;  

  one little word shall fell him.16 

 

 On the cross there was a great unseen battle in which with the death of 

Christ the power of darkness was broken forever. The Word of God proclaims 

that Satan and his demons did not know this “for had they known, they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory.”17 Doom and destruction is what the cross 

means to Satan. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

                                                           
16 Martin Luther, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God.” 
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