
The Holy Spirit 

 

Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom 

 

 

 

 The gift of the holy Spirit is the most wonderful gift in the world. It is the 

empowering presence of God in our lives! As a believer the presence of God in 

Christ is in you wherever you are, because of the holy Spirit. And it is through the 

gift of the Spirit that we are empowered to serve both in the church and in the 

world.  

 

 All of us are called to share the love and goodness of God with everyone 

in both word and deed.1 We are born to live and born again to serve. God does 

not have two classes of people; those who serve and those who do not. All of us 

are called to share our God-given abilities for the benefit of others.2 Acts 10:38 

tells us  

 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy  

Spirit and with power, who went about doing good  

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,  

for God was with Him. 

 

Well, God is with you too! He has anointed you with the holy Spirit3 and you can 

demonstrate, evidence and manifest the Spirit in the nine ways mentioned in 1 

Corinthians 12.  

 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each  

one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word  

of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of  

knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith  

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the  

same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to  

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to  

another different kinds of tongues, to another the  

interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same  

Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one  

individually as He wills. 

 

                                                           
1
 1 Peter 4:10, 11 

2
 Romans 12:4-11 

3
 1 John 2:20; 2 Corinthians 1:21 



 These nine manifestations of the Spirit that every believer can evidence or 

bring forth fall into three distinct categories. First there are the worship 

manifestations. These are speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues and 

prophecy. Speaking in tongues is for your personal devotional life. It is where you 

and God are sharing divine secrets. You are praising God and fortifying yourself 

spiritually.  

 

 When we gather together for worship and fellowship then we should 

desire to manifest prophecy or speaking in tongues with interpretation. This will 

bring forth a message inspired by God that will encourage and comfort all who 

heart it. 

 

 The second group is the revelation manifestations. These are word of 

knowledge, word of wisdom and discerning of spirits. In the third and final group 

are the power manifestations of faith, gifts of healings and working of miracles. 

Today we will examine the two revelation manifestations of word of knowledge 

and word of wisdom. 

 

 Let me begin by explaining what these manifestations are not. Word of 

knowledge is not knowledge  that is gained by learning or experience. It is also 

not guessing or imagination. It is not fortune telling. And word of wisdom is not 

wisdom gained by your experiences. It is also not you analysis of what to do in a 

given situation. Here is a good definition of both word of knowledge and word 

of wisdom. 

 

 A word of knowledge is information granted to you by God or Jesus Christ 

concerning some person, persons or situation which you could not have 

gained by your five senses. This can also be spiritual insight and 

understanding of biblical truth. 

 

 A word of wisdom is information granted to you by God or Jesus Christ 

concerning what to do with the knowledge you have received about 

certain situations or people. It is revelation on how to apply the 

knowledge you have received to specific situations.  

 

Now, when we read the phrase “word of knowledge” or “word of 

wisdom” this does not mean that only a single word is revealed to you. The 

Greek word translated “word” is logos that can be translated as “message.” 

Therefore when you receive a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom you 

receive complete information.  

 

You receive a clear message or thought. God will not leave you 

confused. The information may come to you as an audible voice or a thought or 



a mental image, a vision, a physical sensation, any number of ways. Let me give 

you some examples. I’m sure you recall the story of Pharaoh and Joseph. 

Pharaoh had a dream where he saw seven fat cows followed by seven skinny 

cows. This was followed by a stalk of corn with seven full ears that was devoured 

by a stalk with seven diseased ears of corn. The dream troubled Pharaoh and 

none of his advisors could explain the dream to him. But God revealed the 

meaning of the dream to Joseph. 

 

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh  

are one; God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to  

do: 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the  

seven good heads are seven years; the dreams are one.  

 
27 And the seven thin and ugly cows which came up  

after them are seven years, and the seven empty heads  

blighted by the east wind are seven years of famine.  
28 This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God  

has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 Indeed  

seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the  

land of Egypt;  

 
30 but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all  

the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the  

famine will deplete the land. 31 So the plenty will not be  

known in the land because of the famine following, for  

it will be very severe. 32 And the dream was repeated to  

Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God,  

and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

(Genesis 41:25-32) 

 

 This information revealed to Joseph was a word or message of 

knowledge. Now this manifestation of the Spirit is followed by a word or message 

of wisdom explaining what to do with the knowledge that was revealed.  

 

Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and  

wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let  

Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over  

the land, to collect one-fifth of the produce of the  

land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 35 And let  

them gather all the food of those good years that are  

coming, and store up grain under the authority of  

Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.  

 
36 Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land for  



the seven years of famine which shall be in the land of  

Egypt, that the land may not perish during the famine.”  
37 So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in  

the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants,  

“Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit  

of God?” 

(Genesis 41:33-38) 

 

 Let’s look at another example of word of wisdom. In 1 Kings we have the 

account of two harlots who lived in the same house. Both of them were 

pregnant and gave birth to a baby boy. But while sleeping one night one 

woman accidently smothered her baby and he died. So she stole the others 

woman’s child during the night and secretly gave her the dead child. Both 

women claimed to be the mother of the living child, so the situation was 

brought to King Solomon.  

 

Now two women who were harlots came to the  

king, and stood before him. 17 And one woman said,  

“O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same house;  

and I gave birth while she was in the house. 18 Then it  

happened, the third day after I had given birth, that  

this woman also gave birth. And we were together;  

no one was with us in the house, except the two of us  

in the house.  

 
19 And this woman’s son died in the night, because she  

lay on him. 20 So she arose in the middle of the night and  

took my son from my side, while your maidservant slept,  

and laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my  

bosom. 21 And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son,  

there he was, dead. But when I had examined him in the  

morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had borne.” 
 

22 Then the other woman said, “No! But the living one is my  

son, and the dead one is your son.” And the first woman  

said, “No! But the dead one is your son, and the living one  

is my son.”  

(1 Kings 3:16-22) 

 

There is the problem. Then in that moment Solomon received divine wisdom 

concerning what to do to decide to whom the living child belonged 

 

And the king said, “The one says, ‘This is my son,  

who lives, and your son is the dead one’; and the  



other says, ‘No! But your son is the dead one, and  

my son is the living one.’” 24 Then the king said,  

“Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword before  

the king. 25 And the king said, “Divide the living child  

in two, and give half to one, and half to the other.” 

 
26 Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the  

king, for she yearned with compassion for her son;  

and she said, “O my lord, give her the living child, and  

by no means kill him!” But the other said, “Let him be  

neither mine nor yours, but divide him.” 

 
27 So the king answered and said, “Give the first woman  

the living child, and by no means kill him; she is his mother.” 
28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had 

rendered; and they feared the king, for they saw that the  

wisdom of God was in him to administer justice. 

(1 Kings 3:23-28) 

 

 Let’s now go to the New Testament to the book of Acts chapter 16. Our 

example here involves the apostle Paul and his missionary team.  

 

Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the  

region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy  

Spirit to preach the word in Asia. 7 After they had  

come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the  

Spirit did not permit them. 

(Acts 16:6, 7) 

 

 How did the holy Spirit forbid Paul and his companions from preaching in 

Asia? Did they hear an audible word from the Lord? Were they looking at a map 

and just had a “gut” feeling? Did they pray, “Lord where shall we preach next?” 

And then they had the thought “Not Asia”?  

 

 The answer is that this information could have been given by any one of 

these ways. The point is that God and His Son, Jesus Christ loves us and they 

care about us. And they desire for us to know the right things for us to do. And 

when we need more information or wisdom that what Scripture provides it will 

be granted to us. Paul and his companions were told not to go to Asia. So what 

should they do? 

 

So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 

 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man  

of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying,  



“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now  

after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought  

to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had  

called us to preach the gospel to them. 

(Acts 16:8-10) 

 

 God will work within us in any variety of ways to provide us with the 

knowledge and wisdom we need to be our best. God will speak to us, He will 

give us dreams, drop a thought into our mind; He will do whatever it takes.  

 

 Sometimes a need comes up in life and you go to the Bible for direction. 

That is a very good thing to do. On your own you are not sure what course of 

action to take. So one day you read Psalm 37:7 that says, “Rest in the LORD and 

wait patiently for Him.” And you think to yourself, “That’s good advice. I’m 

always rushing into things. I’ll just be patient until God makes the next move.” 

 

 But the next day you are still praying about your situation and what to do. 

And you read your Bible and Exodus 14:15 says, “And the LORD said to Moses, 

“Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.” So, which is it? 

What should you do? Should you be patient and wait or should you take 

action?  

 

 Ask God. James 1:5 declares “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 

God, who gives liberally to all.” So you do. You ask God believing that He will 

guide you. Then suddenly it becomes very clear and very plain as to what you 

should do. That is word of knowledge and word of wisdom. 

 

 We do not have to wait for the very dramatic moments in our lives to 

receive revelation from God. I firmly believe that many believers receive word of 

knowledge and word of wisdom without ever really realizing it. Revelation can 

occur so very simply in our lives. You can pray, “Dear God where are my car 

keys?” And your very next thought is, “They are in the car.” Sure! God cares 

enough to help you find your keys. 

 

 Or one morning you are reading your Bible and having a cup of coffee 

and you get the idea to call someone. And when you do you realize that timing 

of your call was of God—it was perfect. Perhaps you have an urge to stop by 

and see someone or to send off an encouraging email. And later you realize 

what a blessing your action was to someone. 

 

 Or someone asks you to pray for him. He has been looking for job and it 

has been difficult. So you pray with him and while you are praying you are 

inspired to pray that your friend knows how much God loves him. After the 

prayer your friend has tears in his eyes because he has deeply doubted God’s 



love during this struggle. Or you meet someone for the first time and you ask 

God for wisdom and you get a gut feeling that says, “Don’t get too chummy 

with this guy.”  

 

 Ask God to give you the information and the wisdom you need to serve 

Him. And believe that He will. Proverbs 3:5, 6 tells us to, 

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths. 

 

 Prepare your heart to serve. Read the Bible daily. Pray faithfully. Give 

generously. Seek to be a blessing to others. And you will learn to recognize the 

leading of God’s Spirit in your life. Then step out in faith to do what God has 

revealed to you to do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


