
The Holy Spirit 

 

Your Gift Ministry, Part 1 

 

 

 

 It is fairly obvious that not everyone likes the Christian church. Too often 

the church is but a pale reflection of what it could be. But there is hardly anyone 

who doesn’t think highly of the Lord Jesus Christ. People admire his love, 

kindness and courage. They like the fact that he welcomed all kinds and classes 

of people. His sense of righteousness is respected. People applaud him when he 

overturned the tables of the money lenders in the temple. And they even honor 

his moral sensitivity. When a woman who was caught in adultery was brought 

before him he did not condemn her, but he said to her “go, and sin no more.”1 

 

 Above all of this the greatness of his character is displayed by his full 

commitment to love God. This commitment is seen most fully in Christ’s free will 

sacrifice of his life to pay for all of our sins. By faith in Jesus Christ we are forgiven 

all of our sins. We are made children of God. And we have the sure and certain 

hope of everlasting life in the kingdom of God. And God has given us His Spirit so 

that we can become more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ. The more we 

become like Christ the more attractive the church will be to the world. And we 

have the power to change. 

 

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the  

Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face,  

beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being  

transformed into the same image from glory to glory,  

just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

(2 Corinthians 3:17, 18) 

 

 The purpose of this moral transformation is not simply for our own benefit 

and blessing. God doesn’t call us to be a cul-de-sac of His love and grace, but 

a conduit, to serve others. We are to be like Jesus Christ, loving God and serving 

others. We are born to live and born again to serve. In Mark 10 Jesus said,  

 

But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them,  

“You know that those who are considered rulers over  

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones  

exercise authority over them. 43 Yet it shall not be so  

among you; but whoever desires to become great  

among you shall be your servant. 44 And whoever of  
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you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 For even  

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to  

serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

(Mark 10:42-45) 

 

 The power and motivation to serve like Jesus Christ, for the glory of God 

and the good of others, is contained in the gift of the holy Spirit. And every 

believer in Jesus Christ has the gift of the holy Spirit. And every believer has in the 

Spirit a gift ministry. That is every one of us has some God-given ability or 

combination of abilities that equip us to serve one another for the good of the 

church.  

 

 Now, before we look at what the New Testament has to say about our 

individual gift ministry, let’s build upon the foundation of the Old Testament. 

God’s faithful people in the Old Testament looked forward to a time when all of 

God’s people would be filled with God’s Spirit.2  But all throughout the Old 

Testament certain people received the holy Spirit in order to effectively carry out 

certain jobs, tasks and ministries.  

 

 For example in Genesis, God gave His Spirit, His empowering presence to 

a man named Joseph. This gave Joseph power to interpret Pharaoh’s dream 

and save millions of people from starvation due to a drought.  

 

Now therefore, let Pharaoh select a discerning and  

wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let  

Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers over  

the land, to collect one-fifth of the produce of the  

land of Egypt in the seven plentiful years. 35 And let  

them gather all the food of those good years that  

are coming, and store up grain under the authority  

of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities.  
36 Then that food shall be as a reserve for the land  

for the seven years of famine which shall be in the  

land of Egypt, that the land may not perish during  

the famine.” 
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So the advice was good in the eyes of Pharaoh and in  

the eyes of all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his  

servants, “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom  

is the Spirit of God? 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph,  

“Inasmuch as God has shown you all this, there is no one  

as discerning and wise as you.” 

 

 Through God’s Spirit Joseph was given divine discernment and wisdom in 

order to lead and to govern. In Exodus, the Spirit gave a craftsman named 

Bezalel great artistic skills for building the tabernacle.  

 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “See, I have  

called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur,  

of the tribe of Judah. 3 And I have filled him with the  

Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge,  

and in all manner of workmanship, 4 to design artistic  

works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, 5 in cutting  

jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all  

manner of workmanship. 

(Exodus 31:1-5) 

 

 In one sense all craftsmanship and every skill is a gift from God, just as our 

very breath and life is a gift. But God’s Word tells us that Bezalel was filled with 

the Spirit for the work he was called to do. In the same way today every believer 

has a God-given ability that elevates his or her work as an artist, musician, 

craftsman or for service in any area. And this divinely empowered ministry for 

service helps to glorify God and to build faith, love and hope in the lives of 

people. In the book of Micah we are told that the prophet was full of the Spirit of 

God.  

 

But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, 

And of justice and might, 

To declare to Jacob his transgression 

And to Israel his sin. 

(Micah 3:8) 

 

 The holy Spirit gave Micah power to denounce evil and to declare 

righteousness—to speak the truth in love. Our world doesn’t make it easy to tell 

the truth about good and evil. You need the power of God’s Spirit to stand tall 

when the whole world ridicules you and persecutes you. 

 

 These are just a few examples of what God’s Spirit enabled people to do. 

Often people wonder what their purpose in life is. As a believer in Jesus Christ 

you have a God-given purpose. You have a special gift of God’s grace that 



makes you unique and needed. God has gifted you to do what only you can 

do. Let’s read Romans 1, where the tern spiritual gift appears for the first time in 

the New Testament. 

 

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all,  

that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.  
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the  

gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention  

of you always in my prayers, 10 making request if, by some  

means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to  

come to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to  

you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—  
12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by  

the mutual faith both of you and me. 

(Romans 1:8-12) 

 

 The apostle Paul wrote to the believers at Rome that he was very eager to 

visit them. He wanted to impart to them a “spiritual gift.” When Paul wrote that 

he didn’t mean that he wanted to give them some new spiritual ability. What he 

meant was that he wanted to serve them. He wanted to share his God-given 

teaching and leadership abilities with them. And he also looked forward to their 

serving him so that together they would all be encouraged, comforted and 

made strong in their faith, hope and love.  

 

 The apostle Paul had much to give to the believers at Rome. But they also 

had much to give to him. Every believer is gifted to serve. And the church is 

weak when you do not contribute. You have something to share that I lack and 

I have something to share that you lack. The sharing of our God-given ability is to 

be seen in some concrete, tangible, specific sharing of God’s love and grace. In 

other words we are to say or do something in order to bless and serve someone. 

The apostle Peter reveals this truth too.  

 

But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be  

serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And above  

all things have fervent love for one another, for  

“love will cover a multitude of sins.” 9 Be hospitable  

to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one  

has received a gift, minister it to one another, as  

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  

 
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles  

of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with  

the ability which God supplies, that in all things  

God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to  



whom belong the glory and the dominion forever  

and ever. Amen. 

(1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 

 Peter wrote. “the end of all things is at hand.” And what he means is that 

each day brings us closer to the end of this age and the return of Jesus Christ. 

Until then God has graciously gifted all of us with some spiritually empowered 

ability to serve in some capacity in the church. We will look at some of the 

specific gifts mentioned in the Bible next week. But here Peter divides the gifts 

into two main categories. 

 

A. “If any one speaks, as the oracles of God.” 

 

B. “If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies.” 

 

This tells us that there are speaking gifts where words are important. So if 

you are encouraging someone or the whole church by teaching, counseling, 

singing, writing, whatever area of words you are serving in, do it with love and 

power and grace as bringing someone the very Word of God.  

 

Secondly, there are doing gifts where some work or action is needed. So if 

you are working on a web site, setting up for worship, helping someone with 

some task, whatever you are doing do all that you do through the power of 

God. In whatever way that God has gifted you, whether it is a speaking gift or a 

doing gift or any combination of the two, God has graciously given you the 

ability, because only you can share the grace and love of God in a unique 

special way.  

 

Now you may ask, “How do I know that I have a gift ministry to share with 

others?” The answer is that the Bible, God’s Word says that you do! In 1 Peter 

4:10 we read that “each one…received a gift.” And you might ask, “What is my 

gift? How do I know where to serve?” The answer is to get started serving 

somewhere, anywhere and God will lead you.  For example in Acts 6 a man 

named Philip was called to serve food to the elderly.3 But later we see him 

serving as an evangelist, preaching the good news.4 

 

The point is get involved, start somewhere, look for a need and help and 

God will then guide you. And God will make sure that we always have in the 

church the gifts that are needed for all of us to be loved and cared for and to 

serve effectively. 
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I thank my God always concerning you for the grace  

of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 5 that  

you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance  

and all knowledge, 6 even as the testimony of Christ was  

confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no gift,  

eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
8 who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be  

blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful,  

by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 (1 Corinthians 1:4-9) [my emphasis] 

 

 The church will never lack any gift that is needed for its own well-being 

and for reaching out to the world. God is faithful. The real question is, are we 

faithful? It is now up to us to decide to get involved and to lovingly serve one 

another. If I do not share my God-given ability with you then you will never 

experience what I am supposed to supply. And if you do not share your gift then 

we will all lack what only you can give. 

 

 Remember, Peter wrote that we are all stewards of God’s grace. God 

wants to touch the lives of other people through you! The world and your mind 

will tell you that there are so many other things for you to do. You will think that 

you do not have the time. You might think that you are too young or too old. 

Your body will tell you that you are too tired. Your wallet will tell you that you are 

too poor. The bottom line is that we always do what we want to do! Therefore 

ask God to teach you to love Him and to love and serve others.  

 

 Remember, in Romans 1, Paul prayed “if, by any means” to visit the 

believers at Rome. In other words he prayed that he wanted to visit them by any 

means. Let us have the same resolve that whatever the need, whatever it takes, 

we desire to be involved and to serve. When we stretch ourselves beyond our 

own strength we will see the power of God at work in us through His holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


