
The Holy Spirit 

 

Your Gift Ministry, Part 2 

 

 

 

 Last Sunday we learned that every single believer in Jesus Christ is given a 

spiritual gift; a holy Spirit endowed and empowered ability, talent, skill or 

capacity for service in the church. All of us have been gifted by God to say or 

do something for the benefit of others that will express to them the love and 

grace of God in some tangible, concrete way.  

  

 The motivation for sharing your gift and serving others comes from 

knowing how much mercy and love God has shown to you. God’s great desire 

for all of us is that we feel absolutely secure in His love, power and care. God’s 

love for us is the one thing that never changes. Our world is often a very 

unstable place. Life is often so very uncertain.  

 

Sometimes we may feel as if we are out on a ledge forty stories up trying 

to hold on while facing a fierce wind. And at those times you don’t feel like 

serving others, you feel the need to be rescued. But when we are sure of God’s 

love and care, that He has our back, then we will feel more comfortable to 

stretch ourselves in service to others. John 3:16 tells us,  

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 God loves us and has saved us by Jesus Christ. And now that we are 

children of God Ephesians 1 tells us that we stand before God in His love, holy 

and without blame. Romans 8, informs us that nothing will ever separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus. And therefore 1 Peter 5:7 says that we should 

cast all our care upon God because He cares for us.  

 

 God’s great mercy and love for us is the only true motivation that will 

enable us to love God and to show that love by serving others. This brings us to 

our section of Scripture this morning in Romans 12. This chapter shows us the 

Christ-like attitude and mindset that we need to serve in love. 

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,  

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable  

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  



that you may prove what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:1, 2) 

 

 Romans 12 begins with a call for Christ-like thinking and living. All of our 

ideals and ideas and actions should be shaped by Scripture and not by the 

culture around us. This is the foundation and spring board for the Christ-like 

sharing of our gifts. The Word of God is telling us that in the light of God’s great 

mercy that saved us let us be totally devoted to God. Be a living sacrifice. Let all 

that you do and say be a means of showing others God’s great mercy and love. 

This then is a life of true service and worship. 

 

 Let me be personal. I was once an unrighteous sinner. I did not love God 

with my whole heart. I was selfish, self-centered. I had no desire for God who is 

my Creator. Therefore as a sinner I was rightly doomed to face divine judgment, 

death and extinction. But God who is rich in mercy and love kept reaching out 

to me to save me through Jesus Christ.1 If God were simply fair and just He would 

have left me in a condemned state. And I would have had no right to ask for 

anything more than justice, because I was in the wrong.  

 

 But God was incredibly merciful to me, because He loves me. And He is 

merciful and loving to you too. He has, in Christ, forgiven us of all our sins. He has 

made us His children and we will share in everlasting life. We will experience our 

Father’s goodness and kindness forever. Now if we really thought about this love 

and mercy it would motivate us to live differently. We would not be thinking 

merely of what God can do for us, but what we can do for God. Let’s read the 

first two verses of Romans 12 again. 

 

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,  

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable  

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:1, 2) 

 

 Now that you have received mercy and are saved, don’t let the world 

squeeze you into its mold. Do not allow your thoughts, plans, desires, ambitions 

and fears to be determined by this sin soaked world. Allow the love of God and 
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the Word of God to transform you so that in mercy and love you now serve 

others.  

 

For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone  

who is among you, not to think of himself more highly  

than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God  

has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

(Romans 12:3) 

 

 The apostle Paul is now going to teach about spiritual gifts. And he tells us 

that he is his spiritual gift. He writes to us through the grace or the gift given to 

him to be an apostle. And he informs us not to think of ourselves more highly that 

we ought to think. Literally from the Greek text this means don’t over think about 

yourself too much. Thinking about yourself too much is what people conformed 

to this world do. And it usually leads to false pride or despair. Both false pride 

and despair will keep you from serving and sharing your spiritual gift. Therefore 

we need to think biblically.  

 

God has given to each of us a measure of faith and grace so we can 

serve one another. I have one task and you have another. This doesn’t make 

me better than you. I simply have a different role to perform 

 

For as we have many members in one body, but all  

the members do not have the same function, 5 so  

we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually  

members of one another. 

(Romans 12:4, 5) 

 

 Just as our physical body has a number of different parts that function 

differently but in harmony for our physical well-being, so every Christian serves in 

his or her unique way for the benefit of the church. I cannot function at my best 

with you serving in love and you need me to serve you. God designed it this way 

so that all of us can share His love and grace with one another. 

 

 Now we are ready to look at the list of spiritual gifts. And it is not an 

exhaustive or full list. So I suggest that you read and study appendix 1 in the 

book “The Gift of the Holy Spirit” on spiritual gifts. And also appendix 2 on loving 

and serving one another.2 

 

Having then gifts differing according to the grace  

that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let  

us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry,  
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let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in  

teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who  

gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence;  

he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

(Romans 12:6-8) 

 

 The first thing I want you to understand is that in one sense all of us are 

called to do all of the activities in these verses. The Bible encourages every 

believer to bring forth a word of prophecy.3 We are all called to minister, that is 

to serve in some capacity.4 We can all teach another person the Word of God.5 

We may all exhort and encourage.6 All of us are called to honor God with our 

financial giving.7 We are all to lead in some way, at least in setting an example 

for others to follow.8 And we are all charged with being merciful.9 

 

 So what is the lesson to be learned here if in some sense all of us are to 

serve in the ways mentioned here? I believe the lesson is this: these actions 

become spiritual gifts in that we are empowered by the holy Spirit to do one or 

more of these things more joyfully, more effectively, more often and with more 

passion and heart than another believer. In other words some of us are more 

passionate about giving financially. Some of us strongly desire to lead or to show 

mercy or to help in any way we can and so on. That area of desire passion and 

concern would be your particular gift. And if you serve well in one area don’t be 

surprised if God calls you to more work! 

 

 Now this leads me to what I believe is the main point concerning our 

spiritual gifts and it is back at the beginning of chapter 12 in verses 1 and  2. 

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,  

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable  

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:1, 2) 
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 Our spiritual gifts are most effective when we remember God’s mercy to 

us in Jesus Christ, when we live each day as a living sacrifice. Our service is 

Christ-like when we do not think and act like the world but when we are 

transformed more and more into the image of Christ by renewing our mind to 

Scripture.  

 

 Not only does the context point t this truth, but in the Greek text there is no 

main verb in the one sentence that runs from verse 6 to verse 8. The New King 

James Version adds a verb phrase by adding words in italics that are 

redundant.  Why say use your gift of prophecy to prophesy? Or why say if you 

have the gift of giving or leading to give or lead? 

 

 The point here from the context is not just use your gift to serve, but use it 

as one who has received great mercy from God. Use your gift as someone who 

is fully dedicated to God as a living sacrifice. Share your gift from a transformed 

life. So here is my paraphrase of verses 6-8. 

 

Having then gifts that differ according to the grace  

that is given to us let us serve one another as those  

who have received mercy from God. If your gift is  

prophecy then speak from a renewed mind and a  

heart full of Scripture. If you are gifted to help in any  

way, to teach, to exhort or give or lead or to show  

mercy then serve as a living sacrifice, as one who is  

being transformed more and more to be not like the  

world, but like Christ. 

 

 You see, the great point is not just that we serve but how we serve. What 

matters to God is the motive and intent of your heart. When spiritual gifts are 

seen in the church that service should come from the overflow of a merciful, 

loving, self-forgetting Christ-like heart.  

 

 Our natural tendency is to be self-centered. This is how the world behaves. 

But we are now a new creation in Christ.10 We have a new nature and a new 

power in the gift of the Spirit. Therefore decide to serve in some way. You can 

make a difference. You are filled with God’s empowering presence! 
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Appendix One 

A Short Study On Spiritual Gifts 
Imagine listening to a drum solo for an hour without the rest of the 

band or orchestra ever playing a note. It would get boring, maybe even 

annoying. Musical instruments can be played alone, but they produce the 

most wonderful music when they are blended with other instruments. In 

the same way, each Christian is gifted to serve in the church, not as a one 

man band, but in harmony with other believers. The church should not 

be an audience with the pastor having to play every instrument. Each and 

every one of us is gifted by God to contribute to the growth and well being 

of the family of God. In his first letter the apostle Peter wrote, 
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 

another,i as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

(1 Peter 4:10) 

Therefore, since each and every believer in Jesus Christ is gifted by God 

for service to the church, this study will answer the following questions: 

• What is a spiritual gift? 

• What are the gifts that we receive? 

• How are these gifts received? 

• How do we discover which gift or gifts we may have? 

• Can we ever lose our gift? 
 

 

What is a spiritual gift? 
One of the primary Greek words translated gift in the New Testament 

is charisma.ii This is a gift of God’s grace, freely given. This gift is a 

divine enablement. When someone receives a spiritual gift, they receive 

the ability to function effectively in a particular service to the church. A 

person’s gift or gifts is wrapped up in the one common gift that is given to 

every believer, the gift of the holy Spirit. The book of Acts informs us that 

we receive this gift of the holy Spirit when we first come to saving faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Then Peter said, “Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of your sins and you shall receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. 

(Acts 2:38) 

 

The apostle Paul tells us the same truth as well. 

 
In Him [Christ] you also trusted, after you heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom 

also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy 

Spirit of promise. 

(Ephesians 1:13) 

 

When we are saved and born again, we receive the gift of the holy Spirit. 

Within this gift there are other gifts. Think of receiving a fruit basket. The 

fruit basket is a package deal. There is one main gift, but within the basket 



there is the gift of an apple, a pear, an orange and so on.iii 

 

What are the gifts that believers receive? 
The New Testament lists the following as gifts given to believers for 

the benefit of the church. 

 

A. Romans 12:3-8: 
prophecy = the ability to speak forth inspired words for God, in order to 

edify, exhort and comfort. 

ministry = the giving of helpful service in any capacity. 

teaching = to give detailed, practical instruction in biblical truth. 

exhorting = to call someone aside to give comfort, counsel and guidance. 

giving = the desire and ability to provide for the financial and material 

needs of the church as well as special individual needs. 

leading = to rule, preside, to organize, oversee, coordinate. 

showing mercy = the ability to empathize with the needs, pains and 

troubles of others and then to be an agent of healing and restoration. 

 

B. 1 Corinthians 12:7-11: 
The following manifestations of the Spirit may also be gifts. Every 

believer has the ability to manifest the Spirit in the nine ways listed in 1 

Corinthians 12:7-11. Yet, a believer may have a special God-given ability 

to specialize in one or more of these manifestations. In a baseball team 

everyone can bat, catch the ball, run and throw the ball. But some players 

specialize in catching, throwing or batting. 

 

word of wisdom = the ability to apply biblical knowledge to particular 

situations. This may also include receiving special revelation from God 

for dealing with unique concerns and problems. 

 

word of knowledge = revelation enabling you to understand something that 

you could not know on your own. 

 

faith = a special ability to trust God to bring about His will no matter the 

circumstances. 

 

gifts of healings = the ability to bring physical healing to another according 

to the will of God.iv 

 

miracles = the manifestation of divine power to bring about a supernatural 

act on God’s command. 

 

prophecy = see under Romans 12:3-8. 

 

discerning of spirits = the ability to distinguish between good and evil 

spirits, and if evil, whether or not you may cast them out. 

 

tongues = the ability to speak in an inspired unknown language for prayer 

and to build yourself up spiritually. If spoken in church, tongues must 

be interpreted. 

 



interpretation of tongues = the ability to interpret what one has just 

spoken in tongues so that the church may be edified, exhorted and 

comforted. 

 

C. 1 Corinthians 12:28: 
apostles, prophets, teachers = see Ephesians 4:7-11, below. 

 

miracles, gifts of healings = see 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, above. 

 

helps = the giving of support and service in whatever way it is needed. 

 

administrations = used of a helmsman, pilot or shipmaster. The word 

describes someone who can oversee a task, committee or other activity, 

program or project. 

 

tongues = see 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, above. 

 

D. Ephesians 4:7-11: 
apostles = one sent as an emissary of Christ to lay the foundation of 

Christian truth and to establish churches. Also used in a secondary 

sense of messengers or emissaries of churches (2 Corinthians 8:23). 

 

prophets = those who speak for God to establish and solidify believers in 

the truth. This may also include reproof and correction. 

 

evangelists = one who declares the good news of Jesus Christ and the 

kingdom of God, and helps equip other believers to do the same. 

 

pastors and teachers = one who shepherds God’s people providing biblical 

instruction, counsel, care and protection. 

 

E. 1 Peter 4:10, 11: 
speaks = to speak in any capacity where one gives counsel, comfort, warning 

and/or instruction. 

 

minister = to serve in any capacity or function. Translated as “serve as 

deacon” in 1 Timothy 3:10. 

 

How are these gifts received? 
Except for the nine manifestations of the Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 

12:7-11, which every believer can evidence in their lives, the Bible is clear 

that we do not choose our gift or gifts. They are sovereignly given by God. 

1 Peter 4:10 states, 

 
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one 

another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

 

A steward is someone who has been given a responsibility to carry out 

for another. He or she is given a job or task to manage. God decides what 

gift to give each of us in order to show forth all the varied aspects of His 

loving grace and for the benefit of the church. 



1 Corinthians 12:18 says, 
But now God has set the members [the believers and their 

divine enablement], each one of them, in the body just as 

He pleased. 

 

In other words, we have the gifts we have and serve in the church where 

we serve according to God’s divine design. The gifts we receive and where 

we serve are not of our own choosing. God knows where we can do our best 

for Him and His people. 

 

How do we discover our gift or gifts? 
The first key is to be available to serve. Get involved some where.v  Be 

willing to serve in different activities. Jump in and be helpful wherever and 

whenever you can. Soon you will begin to discover the areas in which you 

function most effectively. Secondly, read the Bible to know what gifts are 

available and how they are used. A third key is to be open to the inspiration 

of God’s Spirit within your heart. Don’t be too quick to zero in on one 

particular gift, and don’t say no to something you never dreamed you would 

do. God may have a great surprise in store for you! 

A fourth key is to evaluate yourself. Carefully note the effect your 

ministry and service has on others. Ask yourself if you are blessed to serve 

in a particular manner. But don’t give up just because it may be difficult. 

 

Sometimes we just have to hang in there and do the tough jobs that come 

along. Be sensible. Don’t force yourself to fit into a certain gift or way of 

serving. You may want to be involved in “helps” but God may be calling 

you to be a “miracle worker”! 

 

Give yourself time. You probably won’t serve in the most excellent 

way the first time you share your gift. Remember, even in spiritual 

matters practice often makes perfect. The gift within us is perfect, but 

we are the ones who need to learn how to serve.  

 

Finally, the love of God is essential. Using your gift without the love of God (for Him and others) as 

the motivation for your work reduces you to “sounding brass or a clanging 

cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1). Remember, every believer with his or her gift is 

important. God has designed the church so that no one can say, “I have no 

need of you” (1 Cor. 12:21). And we should never feel unneeded and say 

“I am not of the body” (v.15). We are all needed and God’s love and grace 

needs to be seen through us (1 Peter 4:10, 11). 

 

Can we lose our gift? 
The answer is no. Romans 11:29 states, 
For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. 

 

The context of this verse is God’s calling and relationship with His 

people. Nevertheless a divine principle can be seen here. Therefore, it 

would be safe to say that a gift cannot be lost or taken away. It is possible 

however, for the gift to lay dormant and unused. This is why the apostle 

Paul said the following, 

 



Do not neglect the gift that is in you . . . 

(1 Tim. 4:14) 

Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God . . . 

(2 Tim. 1:6) 

You have been endowed by God with divine enablements for God’s 

glory and the good of His people. Serve the Lord faithfully and with joy. 

When the Lord Jesus returns be prepared to hear him say, “Well done, good 

and faithful servant . . . Enter into the joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:21). 
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Appendix Two 

One Another 
Below are all the New Testament verses that contain the phrase “one 

another.” These verses concern how we are to relate to one another in the 

family of God. 

Romans 12:10, 16—be kindly affectionate to one another and of the same 

mind 

Rom. 13:8—love one another 

Rom. 14:13, 19—do not judge one another in nonessential matters, pursue 

peace and edify one another 

Rom. 15:5, 7, 14—be like minded, receive one another as Christ received us, 

admonish or counsel one another 

Rom. 16:16—greet one another with a holy kiss 

Galatians 5:13, 15—through love serve one another, do not bite and devour 

one another 

Gal. 6:2—bear one another’s burdens 

Ephesians 4:2, 32—bear with one another in love, be kind, tenderhearted, 

forgiving 
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One Another 

Eph. 5:21—submit to one another in the fear of God 

Philippians 2:3, 4—esteem others better than self, look out for the interest 

of others 

Colossians 3:13—bear with and forgive one another 

1 Thessalonians 3:12—abound in love to one another 

1 Thess. 4:9, 18—love one another, comfort one another 

1 Thess. 5:11—comfort and edify one another 

Hebrews 10:24—consider one another to stir up love and good works 

James 4:11—do not speak evil of one another 

James 5:9, 16—do not grumble against one another, confess trespasses and 

pray for one another 

1 Peter 1:22—love one another fervently 

1 Pet. 4:9—be hospitable to one another 

1 Pet. 5:5—be submissive to one another, clothed with humility 

1 John 3:11, 23—love one another 

1 John 4:7, 11, 12—love one another 

 



  


